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Tho Committce of Inquiry into tho cxplosion and fire on
board the vesscl "Spyros" in Jurong Shipyard on 12 Oot 78 has
submitted its report to the Minister for Labours

The Committce found theat the cxplosion was caused'by the¢ heat
and flamc from a outting toroch uscd by a Jurong Shipyard fitter,
Lim Hock Hoo, ncnr the vent pipe of a bunkor tonk, an arca not issued
with any hot-work ccrtificatce The torch ignited the flammable vapour
proscent in the bunker tanks This flammable vapour was causcd by
contamination of the fuel oil by light orudec oil from tho cargo tank
through an unauthoriscd conncotions The Committce further found that
this unauthoriscd conncetion contravencd Lloyd‘s safety requiroments

and was fittced deliberately to divert erude oil from carge tanks into
bunker tankse

The cxplosion and fire claimed 76 livos and injurcd another 69

The "Spyros" is owncd by Ulysses Trnkor Corporation of Libordin
It flics the Liberiap flag and has beon registored with Lloyd's
Register of Shipping, sincc its construction in 1964,

Thoe Committcce found tho owners and the mastor of "Spyros"
and Jurong Shipyard and some of its pcrsonncl jointly responsible for
the coxplosion and firoc.

The Committce has rccommended a numbor of safety measurcs
for Jurong Shipyards The Ministry of Labour will ensure that all
practical steps arc takon by the shipyard to implement theso
rccommondations as soon as possible, Other shipyards will also be
requested to implement thesc recommendations whero applicablce The
implementation of these measures will also bo clogsely monitored by
the Ministry. '
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The Ministry has beoen.advocating a self-rogulating permit-to-—
work system to control hot work in shipyardse This systom has so
far not been effectively implemonted by some shipyards. Tho Ministry
will, therefore, introduce regulations $o require all,shipyards to
have an qffcotivo permit-to-work systome In addition, the‘Ministry
will review the safety administration of shipyards and moke recommends
ations for their improvementse It also proposcs to amend the
Factories Aot to providec heavior penaltics for those responsible for

industrial accidonts which result in injury and/or death to workors,

The Government cannot but condemn in the scverest possible
torms the dangerous préctico of some owners and operotors. of tankors
of diverting crude oil from cargo tanks to bunkcr tankse Such
irresponsible practice contributed to the "Spyros" . disastore The
Government will take the matter up with the Inter-Governmental Morditimo
Consultative Orgenisation (IMCO) with o view to gotting tho intoye
national community to toko action to stop this dangorous practicce

‘The Government has also dccided.that the Port of Singaporc Authority
"will inspcot bunker tanks of vessels bound for ropairs in local

shipyardse

A copy of thc Report of the Committee was forwarded to the
Public Prosccutor to consider whether criminal proccedings shoyld be
instituted against tho Master of the Spyros, Captain Peroullis, and
the fitter Lim Hock Hoc for the offence of causing death by doing a
rash act under scction 304(a) of the Pcnal Code.

Criminal procecedings will be inctituted againoct pergons and
corporations who havé oontrayencd the provisions of the Factories Act
and the PSA (Dangerous Goods, Petroleun and Explosives) Regulations,

1977, | |

Injured worﬁers and the dependants of the deceascd are entitled
in law to institute proceedings in the High Court for demages agninct
those responsible or cloim compensation under the Workmen's Compensation
lictse Those unable to afford the services of solicitors should apﬁly
for legal aid at the Legal Adid Bureau.

he vessel "Spyros'" is the only asset in Singapore of Ulysses

Tanker Corporctione Its valuo is estimated at about 33 million.
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The Dircctor of the Legal Aid Burcauw_instituted proccedings
in the High Court for the arrcst of the vesscl by filing an Admiralty
Writ on the 22nd February 1979, - The vessel was arrested at Jurong
Shipyard on the 27th Fébruary 1979,

,In addition to the damages or compensation that may be
awarded, injurcd workers and the dependants of tho deccased will be
gronted exegratia payments from the Industrial Accidents Relief Funde
The Fund consists of donations by members of the¢ public and originally
stood at about ©4 millions Of this amount $675,900 has alrcady been
distributeds The remaining 3343 million will be distributed by a
Cormittce which was specially set up to administer the Funde
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