
 

 

SINGAPORE PACKAGING AGREEMENT & 3R PACKAGING AWARDS  

 

Background 

 
 The NEA signed the Singapore Packaging Agreement (SPA) with industry 

associations, individual companies, non-governmental organizations, the Waste 

Management & Recycling Association of Singapore and public waste collectors on 5 

June 2007, World Environment Day.   

 

2 The SPA provides a platform and structure for industries to collaborate with 

the government to reduce packaging waste over a 5-year period.  The Agreement is 

voluntary, so as to provide flexibility for the industries to adopt cost-effective solutions 

to reduce waste.     

 

3 The main objectives of the SPA are to: 

i) Reduce waste from product packaging through optimising production 

processes, redesigning the packaging, and increase the reuse and 

recycling of packaging waste;  

ii) Raise awareness and educate consumers on reducing waste, which is 

important since consumers’ actions (e.g. consumers’ selection of products 

with less packaging and their participation in recycling) have a direct 

impact on the success of the programme.   

 

4 Domestic waste formed 58% of all waste disposed of at the disposal sites in 

Singapore in 2010.  Of this, about one third was packaging waste.  The Agreement 

initially covered only food & beverage (F&B) packaging, as this was regarded as one 

of the most common types of packaging waste generated by households.  On 1 Oct 

09, the Agreement was extended to cover all types of product packaging (including 

detergents, toiletries, and personal care products and household products 

etc.).  Apart from manufacturers and users of packaging, new signatories also 

included building owners/managers of hotels and shopping malls, whose main role 

under the Agreement would be to provide recycling facilities for the building 

occupants.  



 

 

5 A total of 127 companies have joined the Singapore Packaging Agreement 

since it was launched in 2007.  The list of signatories is in Annex I.       

 

 

Governing Board 

 

6 A Governing Board oversees the implementation of the SPA.  The Chairman 

and Deputy Chairman are Mr Albert Lim (Chairman, Packaging Council of Singapore) 

and Mr Sunny Koh (Chairman, Singapore Manufacturers’ Federation, F&B Industry 

Group), respectively.  A list of the Governing Board members is at Annex II. 

 

7 The Governing Board sets the directions for the signatories, helps address 

issues that the signatories may be facing and ensures that the signatories continue to 

actively participate in the SPA to fulfil their commitments.  The members of the 

Governing Board members are very active champions of the SPA, and often find 

opportunities to speak to other industry players and partners to encourage them to 

join the SPA.  For example, the Governing Board has been organising CEOs’ 

luncheons on a regular basis, and invites both signatories and non-signatories to 

such luncheons.  These luncheons allow signatories to share best practices on 

packaging waste reduction, and the cost savings they enjoy when they adopt more 

environmentally sustainable practices.  At the same time, non-signatories will learn 

about the SPA through such events, and be encouraged to sign on the programme. 

 

 

Signatories’ Packaging Waste Reduction Initiatives  

 

8 The signatories have made commendable progress in reducing waste since 

the signing of the Agreement.  Over the last four years of the Agreement (from 1 Jul 

2007 to 30 Jun 2011), the signatories have cumulatively reduced about 7,100 tons of 

packaging waste, with cumulative savings of $14.9 million in packaging-related costs.  

Details of the most recent initiatives undertaken by the signatories to reduce 

packaging waste are shown in the attached 3R Packaging Awards 2011 Booklet. 

 



 

 

 

 

3R Packaging Awards 

 

9 The 3R Packaging Awards serve to recognise signatories who have made 

notable efforts and achievements in reducing packaging waste. Twenty-one (21) 

companies will receive the 3R Packaging Awards from Minister for the Environment and 

Water Resources, Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, at the opening session of the Third Regional 

3R Forum on 5 Oct 2011.  

 

10 Of the 21 award recipients, 6 will be presented with the Distinction Award.  

The other 15 recipients will take home the Merit Award (one of which will be shared 

by 2 companies).  These winners were selected based on a set of assessment 

criteria as outlined in Annex III.  The list of award winners is as follows: 

 

Distinction Award Winners:  

1. Asia Pacific Breweries (Singapore) Pte Ltd 

2. City Developments Limited (City Square Mall) 

3. CROWN Beverage Cans Singapore Pte Ltd 

4. Nestlé Singapore (Pte) Ltd 

5. Sunfresh Singapore Pte Ltd 

6. Tetra Pak Jurong Pte Ltd 

 

Merit Award Winners: 

1. Boncafé International Pte Ltd 

2. Dell Global B.V.   

3. F&N Foods Pte Ltd 

4. Ha Li Fa Pte Ltd 

5. Hock Lian Huat Foodstuff Industry Pte Ltd 

6. Kentucky Fried Chicken Management Pte Ltd  

7. McDonald's Restaurants Pte Ltd 

8. Starlite Printers (Far East) Pte Ltd 

9. Thong Siek Food Industry Pte Ltd 



 

 

10. Toshiba Asia Pacific Pte Ltd 

11. Toshiba TEC Singapore Pte Ltd 

12. Wanin Industries Pte Ltd 

13. Winrigo (S) Pte Ltd & Prima Food Pte Ltd (sharing an award) 

14. Wyeth Nutritionals (Singapore) Pte Ltd 

 
Platinum and Gold Awards 

 

11 In addition, Platinum and Gold Awards will be presented to 10 signatories in 

recognition of their continuous improvement efforts and achievements in reducing 

packaging waste.   The Platinum Award is given to signatories who receive 

Distinction Award for two consecutive years while the Gold Award is given to 

signatories who receive Merit Award and above for two consecutive years. 

 

12 Of the 10 award recipients, 3 signatories will be awarded the Platinum Award.  

The other 7 recipients will take home the Gold Award.  The list of Platinum and Gold 

award winners are as follows: 

 

Platinum Award Winners: 

1. Nestlé Singapore (Pte) Ltd 

2. Sunfresh Singapore Pte Ltd 

3. Tetra Pak Jurong Pte Ltd 

 

Gold Award Winners: 

1. Ha Li Fa Pte Ltd 

2. Hock Lian Huat Foodstuff Industry Pte Ltd 

3. Kentucky Fried Chicken Management Pte Ltd 

4. McDonald's Restaurants Pte Ltd 

5. Starlite Printers (Far East) Pte Ltd 

6. Thong Siek Food Industry Pte Ltd 

7. Wyeth Nutritionals (Singapore) Pte Ltd 
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