PRESS RELEASE

Ministry of Education

9 Jan 06

January Single Intake for Junior Colleges and Centralised
Institute in 2009

1. Starting from 2009, Junior Colleges (JC) and the Centralised Institute (CI) will
start the school term for Year 1 students with a single intake in end January.

2. This change from the current two intakes is made possible because the
Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board will be taking greater control of the
GCE ‘O’ level examinations from 2006. In addition, MOE will streamline the
processes for the ‘O’ level examinations and Joint Admissions Exercise’. The
following changes will take place from 2009:

a. The ‘O’ level results® will be released in early January. Students
sitting for their ‘O’ level examinations in 2008 will be the first batch to benefit
from the earlier release of ‘O’ level results; and

b. The posting results from the Joint Admissions Exercise® will be
released in end January.

3. A single intake system addresses the current problem of ‘churning' of
students(see background). In addition, a single intake in January will allow
synchronisation of the JC/CI academic calendar and holiday periods with that of
prlmary and secondary schools.
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January of 2009, are in Annex A and Annex B respectively.

5. In terms of school holidays, the JCs and CI will share six common weeks of
holidays with the polytechnics, as is currently the case. Depending on the JC/CI
level, JCs and CI will share between 10 to 12 common weeks with the primary and
secondary schools (see Annex C). The common holiday periods will enable families
with children studying in different educational levels to spend time together.

! Joint Admissions Exercise is conducted after the release of ‘O’ level results for students to select
courses in JCs, ClI, polytechnics and ITE.

Currently, the ‘O’ level results are released in February.

Currently, the Joint Admissions Exercise results are released in March.



BACKGROUND

6. Currently, there are two JC/CI intakes: one in January that is based on school
preliminary examination results, and another in March based on ‘O’ level results.
The two-intake situation gives rise to “churning” of students in JCs and CI in March.
This results in re-teaching of subjects and re-orientation of students, which also
affects the sense of affiliation among students.

7. The revision of JC and CI calendars was one of the recommendations of the
JC/Upper Secondary Education Review Committee in October 2002, chaired by then
Senior Minister of State for Trade and Industry & Education, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam. In March 2005, Mr Shanmugaratnam, Minister for Education,
announced that MOE would be reviewing the academic calendar of JCs and ClI, in
order to implement a system with a single intake of students in mid/ end January
each year.
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Current JC Calendar

Revised Calendar for Junior Colleges

Annex A

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Week 1 20 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11] 12| 13 14/ 15 16| 17| 18 19 20 21| 22| 23 24 25 26/ 27| 28 29 30 31 32| 33 34 35 36/ 37| 38 39 40 41 42 43 48 49 50 51| 52
JC 1 JC1Term1 2" INTAKE JC1 Term 2 (10 wks) JC1 Term 3 (10 wks) JC1 Term 4 (8 wks)

1* INTAKE
JC 2 JC2Term 1 (10 wks) JC2 Term 2 (10 wks) JC2 Term 3 (10 wks) JC2 Term 4 (11 wks)

A-level exams (45" — 47" wk)
Revised JC Calendar in 2009
Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Week 4 5 6 7 8 9| 10| 11 12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25 26| 27| 28 29| 30| 31| 32| 33| 34| 35 36| 37| 38 39| 40| 41| 42| 43| 44| 45| 46| 47| 48| 49| 50 51| 52
JC1 JC1 Term 1 (7 wks) JC1 Term 2 (10 wks) JC1 Term 3 (10 wks) JC1 Term 4 (11 wks)
(JC1 Term 1 begins Wk 4)
JC2 JC2 Term 1 (9 wks) JC2 Term 2 (10 wks) JC2 Term 3 (10 wks) JC2 Term 4 (12 wks)
I I A level exams (around 46" — 48" wk)
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Holidays

NB. Refers to academic weeks

not required.

Annex-1

School Closure Period: teachers are expected to report to school unless their services are



Current Cl Calendar

Revised Calendar for Centralised Institute

Annex B

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Week 1 20 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12| 13 14| 15 16| 17] 18 19 20| 21 22| 23 24/ 25 26| 27| 28 29 30 31 32| 33 34 35 36| 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46| 47| 48 49 50 51 52
Cl1 CliTerm1 2" INTAKE Cl1Term 2 (10 wks) Cl1Term 3 (10 wks) Cl1Term 4 (8 wks)
1% INTAKE
Cl 2 Cl2Term 1 (10 wks) Cl2Term 2 (10 wks) Cl2Term 3 (10 wks) Cl2Term 4 (8 wks)
Cl 3 Cl3Term 1 (10 wks) Cl3 Term 2 (10 wks) Cl3 Term 3 (10 wks) Cl3Term 4 (11 wks)
A-level exams (45" — 47" wk)
Revised Cl Calendar in 2009
Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Week 1 2| 3 4 5 6 7/ 8 9 10 11| 12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25 26| 27| 28| 29| 30| 31| 32| 33| 34| 35 36| 37| 38| 39| 40| 41| 42| 43| 44| 45| 46| 47| 48| 49| 50, 51 52
Cl1 CllTerm 1 (7 wks) CllTerm 2 (10 wks) Cl1Term 3 (10 wks) Cl1 Term 4 (10 wks)
(Cl1 Term 1 begins Wk 4)
cI2 Cl2 Term 1 (9 wks) Cl 2 Tern 2 (10 wks) Cl2 Term 3 (10 wks) | ( ' claterm 400 wks)
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ClI3 Cl3Term 1 (9 wks) Cl3 Term 2 (10 wks) Cl3 Term 3 (10 wks) \ Cl3Term 4 (12 wks)
A-level exams (46" — 48" wk)
LEGEND
Holidays

not required.

NB. Refers to academic weeks

School Closure Period: teachers are expected to report to school unless their services are
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School Holidays for Current and Revised JC/CI Calendar

Annex C

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Wk 1 [2 [3 4[5 [6 [7 [8 ]9 [10[11[12[13[14[15 |16 [17[18[19[20[21[22[23[24[25[26 [ 27 [28[29[30 [31[32[33[34[35][36[37[38][39][40 41 [42[43[44[45][46 47 [48[49[50]51]52
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Current holidays
X Holidays based on January single intake for JCs/CI in 2009
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* Polytechnics started adjusting their academic calendar in 2004 for the 2004/2005 academic year and have reached steady state in 2006 with the 2006/2007 academic year.
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