
TRANSCRIPT OF SENIOR MINISTER GOH CHOK TONG'S SPEECH AT 
MARSILING APPRECIATION LUNCH ON 25 SEPTEMBER 2004

Chairman: “I would like to warmly welcome you to this function to honour 
Senior Minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong. We are indeed honoured to have 
Senior Minister with us this afternoon. This is Mr Goh’s third visit to the 
Marsiling constituency. Senior Minister came for a dialogue session in 
1991 and last year, Mr Goh opened the Fuchun Community Club. When 
we informed Mr Goh about the album of photographs and signatures we 
have published in honour of his premiership, Senior Minister graciously 
accepted our lunch invitation to receive the special book. Senior Minister, 
the album entitled “Marsiling Appreciates” is a testimonial of the progress 
made under your premiership. It is a tribute born of the deep appreciation 
of the Marsiling family for your leadership. Families are now living in 
greater comfort with upgraded facilities, enjoying a higher standard of 
health and education and getting the opportunity to level up socially in 
peace and prosperity. Residents in 16 blocks of flats are now enjoying the 
better facilities and environment that arose from the major upgrading 
programmes, or MUP, their precincts had underwent. Residents in six 
other blocks have benefited from the interim upgrading programmes while 
those in 12 other blocks will soon benefit from the Lift Upgrading 
Programme, or LUP. In the last polling exercise for LUP, residents gave 
overwhelming approval. An old private estate, Woodlands Park Estate, has 
been upgraded under the first estate upgrading programme, making the 
residents, I believe, very happy and some of them are here.

"The Edusave scheme has benefited 14,000 students living in the Marsiling 
division since it started in 1995. Every year, I have the pleasant task of 
giving away the Edusave awards to about 1,500 recipients. In the last few 
years, our students have also enjoyed a better learning environment. We 
have two new schools in Marsiling -- the Marsiling Secondary School and Si 
Ling Primary School. Marsiling Primary School has been upgraded under 
prime while Woodlands Secondary is undergoing its upgrading. In the 
estate, we now have a big public library -- Woodlands Regional Library -- 
and we’ll soon have a polytechnic and a junior college. The Singapore 
Sports School is located a stone’s throw away from here. There is even a 
regional shopping centre nearby. In just a few years, we will also have a 
regional park. Although a regional general hospital will be built in Yishun, it 
will be a much welcome medical facility in our area.

"Senior Minister, in short, the quality of life of residents in Marsiling has 
gone up many notches during your premiership. I represent them here in 
expressing our thanks to you. In signatures and photographs, the young 
and old of Marsiling have lovingly expressed their fond memories of you 
and the strong community spirit inspired by your vision of a cohesive,



rugged, compassionate and gracious society. Immediately after your 
announcement of the date of stepping down, we started planning to send 
you a thank-you card, a very modest thank-you card. But soon, there was 
consensus to do something more and I thought I should just let the 
grassroot leaders think up of ideas that they thought would be fitting to 
thank Senior Minister for all his leadership and services to the nation.

"In just under a month, a small editorial committee led by Mrs Choy Chee 
Meh, Principal of Marsiling Secondary School, galvanised the grassroots 
leaders, PCF kindergartens and schools in Marsiling to gather the 
signatures and photographs for the album, Marsiling Appreciates. It has 
indeed been a labour of love and it truly reflects the deep appreciation for 
you. It also reflects the close ties enjoyed by residents in Marsiling and a 
good working relationship among the organisations offering their services in 
our constituency. Senior Minister, we are extremely grateful to you for 
having kindly autographed 40 copies of the 1,000 books we printed to raise 
funds for the needy residents of Marsiling. All autographed copies have 
been taken up.

"In closing, I wish to express my gratitude to all donors, supporters and 
well-wishers for coming to share with us our joy in hosting SM and Mrs 
Goh. The special publication is also now a record of the Marsiling 
community spirit and which we now fondly dub the Marsiling family. Senior 
Minister, we know and respect your wish not to be personally glorified for 
having led Singapore for 14 years, but we feel that the album cannot 
express adequately still our gratitude to you. We thank you from our hearts 
by demonstrating to you the Marsiling community and family spirit which we 
believe is the embodiment of the cohesive, rugged, compassionate and 
gracious society you envisioned. Thank you once more for accepting our 
lunch invitation and graciously accepting agreeing to help in our fund
raising effort by autographing the album. We hope Senior Minister and Mrs 
Goh will enjoy the album and the lunch organised in your honour this 
afternoon. Thank you very much.”

Mr Goh: "Friends and fellow Singaporeans. Since I stepped down as 
Prime Minister, I have been at the receiving end of tributes. Just in case 
you think I am an ardent collector of tributes, let me say that as a rule I try 
to discourage organisations, people from having dinners or lunches for me 
or paying tributes to me. I thought it is sufficient that I have been privileged 
to serve Singapore and Singaporeans. Indeed the last 14 years have been 
the most fulfilling period for me. They have been the most satisfying years 
for me. So let me explain why I ended up here receiving another tribute. 
When Hawazi spoke to me about the book which Marsiling residents and 
friends are compiling for me, I could not stop him because that was a 
spontaneous effort on the part of the people. And then, when the book was 
finished, he told me, "when could we present this book to you?" I said,
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"Well, why not you just come to my office about 15 minutes before lunch. I'll 
give lunch to you plus a few grassroots leaders. He protested that it is not 
just a few grassroots leaders, there are many grassroots leaders. I could 
not possibly give lunch to so many of you. And then he picked one day for 
me to come over here to have lunch with the grassroots leaders. I 
accepted because I thought whilst I am no longer the Prime Minister, it is 
still useful to stay in touch with the people. And I can tell you that this is an 
easier way of staying in touch with the people than Prime Minister Lee who 
has to do his walkabouts. That's a bit more difficult. He has to spend 
several hours in his walkabouts. I just come over here for lunch, meet 
people and generally get a sense of what’s going on in the constituencies.

"This tribute for me should actually be regarded as tribute for all 
Singaporeans. I will tell you why. Without the support, cooperation and 
encouragement of Singaporeans, I would not have had a glorious 14 years. 
Singaporeans have responded to challenges, to crises, in a very 
courageous way and they listen to the government. And that's the joy of 
being the Prime Minister. When we explained our policies to solve 
problems clearly to the people, we found that the people responded and 
they reacted in a way which helped us to solve the problems. Let me give 
you some examples. Last year, we had to cut CPF. Not an easy decision 
because that means reducing the income of Singaporeans. But we 
explained why we had to do it and as you could see, workers, unions, 
Singaporeans supported the move. Today, this year, our economy has 
bounced back. We are going to have good growth this year. According to 
last estimates given to me by MTI, it should be between seven to eight per 
cent. And another example, Sars.

“When Sars hit us, as I put it then, we were facing a crisis of fear. 
Singaporeans feared what Sars could have done to us. They feared what 
Sars could do to the economy and, therefore, to their livelihood. But again 
we brought this fear into the open. We explained to Singaporeans what we 
had to do to overcome Sars. We assured Singaporeans that we were in 
control of the situation. But we did not over assure as to lead them to 
complacency. And again every Singaporean responded. Schools, 
students, they were armed with thermometers, they took temperature daily 
and when people have to be quarantined, they accepted the quarantine. 
So, doctors, nurses, hawkers, taxi drivers all responded in this fight against 
Sars.

"And another example is our fight against terrorism. When we arrested the 
Jemaah Islamiah terrorists, we brought this into the open. We explained 
the steps we had to take and we again explained to Singaporeans the fear 
that we had which was that the Singapore society might be divided as a 
result of suspicion of one another. So again Singaporeans responded. Far 
from being divided as a society, the episode of Jl in fact strengthened
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Singaporeans. Today, we are a stronger multiracial society than before 
because we went through the Jl episode plus other crises together.

"So in reality, when I receive tributes from organisations and people, I am 
very clear that in fact these are tributes for Singaporeans. I was merely the 
Prime Minister. I was fortunate to be in that position to serve Singapore. 
But all and all, we have done well in the last 14 years because we 
Singaporeans have worked together. And I am glad that we are now 
looking towards the future. The political transition has taken place very 
smoothly and it was right that you have signed the big card for the new 
Prime Minister, which you will be conveying to him by Hawazi. The book 
which you have published, I was fortunate to be given an advance copy, I 
glanced through it, I thank you all very much for the kind thoughts and the 
effort put in. Of course, without the sponsors, the book might not have 
been published. So, I too would like to thank the sponsors for helping 
Marsiling to publish the book.

"I was asked to sign 25 copies at first and later on, an additional 15 copies. 
So 40 copies in all for sale to those who might want to contribute to the 
Marsiling Welfare Fund. The recommended price was $500 per signature. 
My Press Secretary told me that that's too cheap. And indeed it is too 
cheap because when I sign on books, normally they would fetch a price of 
at least $10,000. But I told my Press Secretary, this is a grassroots 
function, they want to help their friends, $500, well that's alright, I don't 
mind. $500. What I am telling you is that it is very cheap. So, for those 
who want to buy some more books to contribute to the Welfare Fund, I 
would volunteer to sign more copies. But to be fair to the original 40 people 
who bought the books, I cannot sign at $500, since there is a high demand. 
If there is a high demand, then the price must go up. So the signature from 
now on would have to be more than $500. All funds to charity and to your 
Welfare Fund. Lastly, let me thank you once again for your kind thoughts, 
for your gesture and for today's lunch. Thank you all residents and 
grassroots leaders of Marsiling, thank you."

/Marsiling Event- SM’s speech (25 Sep 04)
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