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Tonight we —celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
Singapore National Wushu Federation. The presence of
representatives from so many pugilistic bodies fully reflects

their cohesive spirit.

Wushu or Chinese pugilism has a long history. It is a
form of martial arts practised by the Chinese to strengthen their
bodies and for self-defence. With the migration of the Chinese

people, wushu has spread to various parts of the world.

In the early years, there were many pugilistic bodies in
Singapore practising different schools of wushu. Following a
call by Mr Lee Kuan Yew 25 years ago, the Singapore National
Wushu Federation was set up to lead and coordinate the work of

the wvarious pugilistic associations and to help them raise
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Over the last 25 vyears, apart from promoting and

developing wushu in Singapore, your Federation has contributed
to nation-building by actively participating in various community

projects.

This evening's gathering provides wus with a good

opportunity to review the past and look to the future.

To further develop wushu in Singapore, attention should

be given to four areas.
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First, some of the more complex pugilistic forms should
be standardised to make them easy to teach and master. This 1is
a long-term effort. Perhaps your Federation can consult with

pugilistic bodies in other countries to further study the matter.

Second, a comprehensive and effective system of training
for both trainees and instructors should be developed. All of
us know that the Olympic medal is the highest honour in sports.
For each of the Olympic events, the standard of achievement is
universally recognised. Therefore, I would like to suggest to
the Federation that apart from holding competitions, systematic
training should also be instituted so that trainees will be able
to gauge their own progress. There should also be an objective

system of appraisal to assess pugilistic skills.

Third, your Federation should step up efforts to nurture
young pugilists for the sport. This must be done so as to raise

the standard of wushu in Singapore.

Fourth, like other sporting bodies, vyour Federation
should strengthen its contacts and promote exchanges with other
wushu bodies in the region to learn from them and improve on our
training methods. Only then can we produce a higher standard of

wushu.
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should first cultivate his moral values. Singapore 1is an Asian
society. It 1s our heritage to attach importance to the
cultivation of a good moral character. Therefore, in promoting

wushu 1in Singapore, your Federation should make the vyoung
trainees realise that the learning of martial art is not just to
build up their bodies. More importantly, it 1is to strengthen
their perseverance, will power and self-discipline. Only then
can we engender good citizenship which emphasises physical and

mental ability together with a strong moral sense.

I believe that by working together, your Federation will
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be able to achieve success in promoting wushu and in raising its

standards.

If Singaporeans recognise that good health 1is a pre-
condition for us to remain competitive, then we would have a good

future.

Finally, I wish your Federation and all the pugilistic
associations in Singapore greater success 1in their efforts to
help keep Singaporeans physically fit and to contribute to

Singapore's growth and development.
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SPEECH BY PRIME MINISTER MR GOH CHOK TONG
AT THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DINNER OF
THE SINGAPORE NATIONAL WUSHU FEDERATION ON 3 DEC 92 AT 8.00 PM
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