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SPEECH BY DR YEO NING HONG, MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATION AND SECOND MINISTER FOR DEFENCE,

AT THE TOPPING OUT CEREMONY AT THE TOA PAYOH 
MRT STATION ON 5 AUGUST 1985 AT 10.00 AM

I am happy to  be he re  t h i s  morning to  j o i n  you in 
c e l e b r a t i n g  y e t  a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  in  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  our  
MRT. Today we a r e  h e re  to  w i t n e s s  th e  pour ing  o f  th e  f i n a l  
b u c k e t  o f  c o n c r e t e  on Toa Payoh S t a t i o n  -  o u r  f i r s t  s t a t i o n  
where t h e  major  c i v i l  works have been co m p le te d .

I t  seems l i k e  o n ly  y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  we had o u r  
g r o u n d b r e a k in g  ceremony f o r  t h i s  MRT p r o j e c t  a t  Shan Road, 
j u s t  a few k i l o m e t r e s  from h e r e .  That  was a lm o s t  two y e a r s  
ago .  T o d a y 's  s im p le  ceremony marks a c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  in th e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  MRT, a p o i n t  somewhat l i k e  home owners  
r e c e i v i n g  th e  key to  t h e i r  f l a t  from th e  HDB. But i t  i s  j u s t  
t h e  s h e l l  o f  t h e  f l a t  t h a t  i s  c o m p le te d .  From t h e r e  on a l o t  
more work has to  be done to  c o n v e r t  th e  s h e l l  i n t o  a home - 
p l e a s a n t  and l i v a b l e .  The f l o o r  has to  be t i l e d ,  t h e  w a l l s  
p a i n t e d  o r  w a l l  p a p e r e d .  K i t c h e n  equipm ent  has to  be f i t t e d ,  
an a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r  i n s t a l l e d ,  windows g r i l l e d  and f u r n i t u r e  
moved in .  I t  i s  o n ly  a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  t h a t  t h e  f l a t  i s  read y  
f o r  o c c u p a t i o n .

Of c o u r s e ,  f u r n i s h i n g  a MRT s t a t i o n  i s  much more 
c o m p l i c a t e d  and t a k e s  much l o n g e r  th an  f u r n i s h i n g  a f l a t .  
Over th e  n e x t  two y e a r s ,  complex e l e c t r i c a l  and m ech an ica l  
works need t o  be done  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  These i n c l u d e  th e  
v e n t i l a t i o n  and a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  s y s te m s ,  t i c k e t i n g  
m a c h in e s ,  e l e v a t o r s ,  c o m p u te r s ,  power s u p p l i e s ,  e l e c t r o n i c  
s e n s o r s  and s a f e t y  d e v i c e s .  Only a f t e r  t h e s e  complex sys tem s  
a r e  in  p l a c e  and f u l l y  t e s t e d ,  w i l l  t h e  s t a t i o n  be read y  to



r e c e i v e  t h e  f i r s t  t r a i n .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  
g r e e n e r y  and a e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h i s  s t a t i o n  w i l l  not  be f o r -
g o t t e n ,  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  w i l l  be p l e a s i n g  to  
p a s s e n g e r s .  O th e r  s t a t i o n s  b e g in n in g  w i th  Novena in j u s t  a 
few w eeks '  t im e ,  w i l l  f o l l o w  in  q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n  as  th e  pace 
q u i c k e n s .

For t h e  Toa Payoh S t a t i o n ,  ab o u t  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  man 
ho u rs  have been expended to  b r in g  t h e  s t a t i o n  to  t h i s  s t a g e .  
At one p o i n t  work went r o u n d - t h e - c l o c k  f o r  more th an  two 
m onths .  That  e f f o r t  was r e q u i r e d  to  meet th e  t i g h t  s c h e d u le  
which  t h e  MRTC works t o .

The d u s t y ,  n o i s y  p i t  e x c a v a t e d  j u s t  16 months ago 
has been t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a f i n i s h e d  s t r u c t u r e  which 
p ro m is e s  to  be an a t t r a c t i v e ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  s t a t i o n .  A r c h i -
t e c t u r a l  f i n i s h e s  w i l l  add f u r t h e r  c o l o u r  and c h a r a c t e r  to  
th e  s t a t i o n .

For t h e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  w i l l  
be l i n k e d  by p e d e s t r i a n  subway to  th e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  
Lorong 2, and by f o o t p a t h  t o  t h e  bus i n t e r c h a n g e ,  making f o r  
g r e a t e r  e a s e  and s a f e t y .

As I have s a i d  b e f o r e ,  Toa Payoh r e s i d e n t s  d e s e r v e  
c r e d i t  f o r  o u r  e a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  programme 
h e r e .  They to o k  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n s ,  i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  n o i s e ,  and 
d u s t  a l l  in  t h e i r  s t r i d e .  In due c o u r s e  th e y  w i l l  have two 
MRT s t a t i o n s  in  t h e i r  m i d s t ,  g i v i n g  them f a s t ,  s a f e ,  and 
c o n g e s t i o n  f r e e  t r a v e l  to  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  S i n g a p o r e .

R e s i d e n t s  w i l l  be happy to  know t h a t  t h i s  ceremony 
a l s o  marks th e  p h a s in g  down o f  d i s r u p t i o n s  and in c o n -
v e n ie n c e s  f o r  them. T h ings  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  r e t u r n  t o  norm al .  
The s t a t i o n  w i l l  be r e c o v e r e d  by e a r t h ,  and o n ly  th e  semi-
c i r c u l a r  e n t r a n c e  w i l l  rem ain  v i s i b l e .  But work underground  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e .
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Our o v e r a l l  a c h iev e m e n t  in  t h e  MRT c o n s t r u c t i o n  
programme so f a r  has been made p o s s i b l e  by th e  whole-
h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  and c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  S in g a p o r e a n s  l i v i n g  n ea r  
th e  v a r i o u s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e s ,  th e  hard work and d e d i c a t i o n  
o f  s t a f f  and w o rk e rs  o f  th e  MRTC and t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n t r a c t o r s  
and s u b c o n t r a c t o r s .

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  e n t i r e  MRT p r o j e c t  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  
w e l l .  I t  i s  m ee t ing  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  The o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  is  
p o s i t i v e .  T h is  i s  no t  t o  say t h a t  p rob lem s do not  e x i s t .  Of 
c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  u n e x p ec te d  o b s t a c l e s  in  an u n d e r t a k in g  as 
l a r g e  and complex as  MRT. But t h e  MRTC and i t s  c o n t r a c t o r s  
have a lw ays  r e s o l v e d  them e x p e d i t i o u s l y .  The C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s 
s c h e d u l e  a l l o w s  f o r  some v a r i a t i o n ,  some f l e x i b i l i t y .  T h is  
i s  a lw ays  n e c e s s a r y  when so many d i f f e r e n t  c o n t r a c t o r s  and 
s u p p l i e r s  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  and so many d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
p r o c e s s e s  a r e  p ro c e e d in g  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .

Our t a s k  t h i s  morning i s  t o  pour t h e  f i n a l  b u ck e t  of  
c o n c r e t e  o n to  th e  r o o f  o f  t h i s  s t a t i o n .  T h is  f i n a l  bucke t  to 
t h e  20 ,000  c u b i c  m e t r e s  o f  c o n c r e t e  a l r e a d y  poured s i g n a l s  
t o  a l l  S in g a p o r e a n s  t h a t  th e  MRT i s  on t r a c k ,  and w i l l  be 
coming t h e i r  way v e ry  soon .
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