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““If Japan does not take her self-defence more seriously,
the balance (of power in East Asia) will rest on one
non-Communist and two Communist powers — a less
favourable balance for non-Communists.’’

— Lee Kuan Yew




Question: In what ways do you think the security of Asia can
be maintained? What kind of impact would these measures have
on detente?

Answer: The security of East Asia depends upon a stable
balance of power amongst three groups: America and Japan,
China, and the Soviet Union. Each has its allies and friends.
The security has become less stable because the balance has
not been maintained. As Soviet strength has increased,
especially since the end of the Vietnam war in 1975, there has
been no commensurate increase in American strength. In fact,
after America’s withdrawal from mainland Southeast Asia
after 1975, the American presence was reduced. It will help
maintain this balance if Japan strengthens her self-defence
capability so that more American forces can be freed from
Northeast Asia to look after Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean
and the South Pacific. The Soviet Union is not going to
abandon detente just because of a redressing of the imbalance
of power in East Asia.

Question: At present the Asian region appears stable, but do
you see any latent elements threatening the region as a whole?

Answer: As long as the geopolitical situation remains
unchanged, with the Vietnamese in occupation of Kampuchea
and locked in an unwinnable conflict against China, the other
countries of Southeast Asia will be left free from subversion.
They can get on with their economic and social development.
Of course there are latent elements which can threaten the
region as a whole. A prolonged depression following a failure
of the international banking system can cause great unrest and
lead to an increase in insurgency. So also if leaders in Asia
reluctantly perceive that America’s presence and influence
cannot match that of the Soviet Union and Vietnam. Many
may decide that it may be wiser in the long run to be neutral or
even pro-Soviet in such a situation.




Question: What are your views on China? Do you think China
is on its way to attaining comprehensive stability? Do you feel
that China is a threat to your country?

Answer: China requires one generation, or 20 years, to
rebuild her educational institutions and to train and grade her
manpower. She will require a further generation, another 20
years, to achieve the levels of industrial and management
sophistication which Japan has reached. I hope Deng Xiao-
ping outlives those who oppose his policies and ensures that his
successors, who are now in key positions, are unchallenged in
pressing ahead with their policies.

China is a vast continent of over 1 billion people. It requires
great political strength at the centre to balance the competing
interests of the provinces and to allow the provincial govern-
ments freedom of decision making to maximise their develop-
ment, without becoming too autonomous from the centre. The
future should be more rational and predictable than the years
between 1949 and 1976 during which Chairman Mao mounted
at least three major campaigns: The Hundred Flowers Blossom
Campaign in 1956, the Great Leap Forward in 1958, and the
Cultural Revolution in 1966. They caused great upheavals. I
believe the present leadership will avoid such excesses.

So long as there is an independent non-communist Thailand,
China will not be a threat to Singapore.

Question: In what ways do you think the United States and the
Soviet Union could contribute to the stability and prosperity of
Asia?

Answer: The best contribution the United States and the
Soviet Union can make to the stability and prosperity of Asia is
to allow the countries in the region to decide for themselves
their own economic and political structures, and to choose
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