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EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY

SPEECH BY ENCIK OTHMAN WOK, MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AT 
THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE PERGAS STUDY CENTRE AT 

JALAN DAMAI ON FRIDAY, 30 APRIL 1976, AT 5 .00  PM________

1 I am indeed  honoured to  he here th is  evening to  o f f i c i a t e  a t the 

opening o f  the PERGAS Study Centre. The s u c c e s s fu l  com pletion  o f  th is  

Centre i s  the r e s u lt  o f  yea rs  o f  p lanning and hard work and I must 

co n g ra tu la te  the E xecutive  C ou ncil o f  PERGAS fo r  i t s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  

r e so u rc e fu ln e s s  and a b i l i t y  to  launch t h is  $380,000 p r o je c t .  The 

o f f i c i a l  opening o f  the Centre i s  a proud moment f o r  a l l  th ose  who 

are  connected  w ith  the p r o je c t  which i s  the cu lm in ation  o f  years o f  

hard work put in  by many d ed ica ted  p eop le  w ith  the support o f  a 

generous p u b lic  who are w i l l in g  to  make a c o n tr ib u t io n  towards the 

n a tio n a l e f f o r t  o f  p ro v id in g  the r ig h t  kind o f  tr a in in g  and teach in g  

to  our young p o p u la tio n .

2 This Centre w i l l  be the hub o f  r e l ig io u s  ed u ca tion  and youth 

guidance and in fo rm a tion . The work o f  the Centre w i l l  be gu ided by 

the con cep t th at through the in c u lc a t io n  o f  re le v a n t r e l ig io u s  and 

s o c ia l  v a lu es , we cou ld  h elp  young Muslims to  d is c o v e r  and d evelop  

t h e ir  id e n t i t y  and p o te n t ia l  as a means o f  p erson a l fu l f i lm e n t  and

c r e a t iv e - s o c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n .  The-Government in .  p ro v id in g  the



s i t e  on which the Centre now stan d s, i s  co n fid e n t  that the Centre$

would be put to  good use f o r  the moral t r a in in g .o f  our youths based 

on the p r in c ip le s  o f  a good and m eaningful l i f e .

3 Our s o c ie t y  i s  c o n s ta n t ly  fa c in g  a complex o f  new s itu a t io n s  

and in te n s iv e  change. The la s t  decade was one o f  the fa s t e s t  moving 

and ch a lle n g in g  p e r io d s  in  our s o c ia l  and econom ic h is to r y  because 

in d u s t r ia l is a t io n ,  u rb a n isa tio n  and m odern isation  e n t a i l  w idespread 

s o c ia l  ohange. Such change in  turn a f f e c t  the in s t i t u t io n a l  framework 

o f  s o c ie t y  and the o u ltu r a l  and s o c ia l  a t t itu d e s  o f  our p eop le . 

E ffe te n e s s , s e l f - in d u lg e n c e ,  h ippism , drug a d d ic t io n  and d elin qu en cy
i

are p lagu in g  communities a l l  over the w orld . Such s o c ia l  e v i l s  pose 

a r e a l  th re a t  to  our s o c ie t y  in  that they oan undermine s o c ia l  

d is c ip l in e  and cause the c o l la p s e  o f  s o c ia l  o rd e r .

4 There i s  now a growing r e a l i s a t io n  in  many c o u n tr ie s  in  the 

w orld  th at much more can be done by o rg a n isa t io n s  in  the f i e l d  o f  

community s e r v ic e  and more community o rg a n isa tio n s  are  now ca te r in g  

to  the needs and a s p ira t io n s  o f  the young-, thus h e lp in g  them to  fin d  

m eaningful exp ression s  f o r  in s t r u c t iv e  endeavours. In  S ingapore, I  

am sure th ere  i s  no la ck  o f  con cern  f o r  you th s. The s e t t in g  up o f
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t h is  Centre i s  an in d ic a t io n  th at a d u lts  and young p eop le  a l ik e  are 

d eep ly  in te r e s te d  'in  the needs o f  our young p o p u la tio n  and s t r iv e  

to  p lan  programmes to  s u it  th e ir  needs. I t  a ls o  b r in g s  in to  fo cu s  

how much community. o rg a n isa tio n s  such as.PERGAS can do fo r  s o c ie t y .

5 The spon sors o f  t h is  Centre are  p lanning a wide range o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  such as community s e r v ic e ,  moral gu idance and s e cu la r  and 

r e l ig io u s  ed u ca tion  f o r  c h ild r e n  in  prim ary and secondary s ch o o ls .

Through th ese  a c t i v i t i e s ,  the Centre hopes to  nurture our young 

Muslims in t o  r e s p o n s ib le  and d e d ica te d  c i t i z e n s ,  w i l l in g  to  use th e ir  

ta le n ts  and a s s i s t  in  the task  o f  n a t io n -b u ild in g . Programmes w i l l  

be organ ised  to encourage the development o f  the id e a lis m , im agin ation  

and energy o f  youths in  response to  community needs. Such programmes 

should b r in g  fo r t h  not .only understanding, r e s p o n s ib le  and a stu te  young 

men and women, but a ls o  ensure the embodiment o f  va lu es  n ecessary  f o r  

the c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  a co h e s iv e  and d e d ica te d  community. 

f\ Success i s  in v a r ia b ly  based  on m eritocra cy  and com p etition  i s  

keen even in  .the prim ary s c h o o ls .  However, we should never fo r g e t  

th at a good ed u ca tion  w i l l  not on ly  equip us f o r  a p r o fe s s io n , but 

more im portan t, i t  should prepare us f o r  a good l i f e .  Educatixna_-should__
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not on ly  be a p u rsu it  in  academ ic achievem ent, but i t  must a ls o  be 

a p u rsu it  in  in c u lc a t in g  the r ig h t  s o r t  o f  va lu es  so th at they grow 

up to  be w e ll a d ju sted  a d u lts . This Centre has a p o s i t iv e  r o le  to 

p la y  in  gu id in g  our young p e o p le . Prom our e x p er ien ce , we know that 

young p eop le  le a rn  more q u ick ly  by fo l lo w in g  the example o f  th e ir  

e ld e r s  than through mere e x h o rta t io n . • Through the good example o f  the 

v a riou s  teach ers  in  th id  Centre, I  am sure the Centre w i l l  be in  the 

f o r e f r o n t  in  h e lp in g  youths to  a ch iev e  fu l ln e s s  o f  l i f e  by d ev e lop in g  

th e ir  s p ir i t u a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  p h y s ica l and s o c ia l  w e ll-b e in g  through 

h ea lth y  organ ised  programmes.

7 I t  i s  h earten in g  to  note  th at even am idst your busy and h e c t ic  

d a i ly  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l l  o f  you are c o n tr ib u t in g  your va lu a b le  tim e, 

e f f o r t  and money in  a id  o f  t h is  community p r o je c t .  This c a l l in g  to  

community s e r v ic e  i s  a noble one and although  your s e r v ic e  may not 

b r in g  you monetary o r  o th er  m a teria l oom pansation, the r e a l  reward i s  

much g re a te r  than money can ever g iv e , namely, the in n er  s a t is fa c t io n  

which comes from  having helped  to  c re a te  a b e t t e r  community. Indeed,

through t h is  Centre, we should s t r iv e  to  make our s o c ie t y  a happier

/
p la c e  f o r  our fe l lo w  human be in gs  and I  hope to  see more peop le  come
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forward, to  p la y  a more a c t iv e  s o c ia l  r o le  so th at th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n s  

can be a b le s s in g  t o  th e ir  f e l lo w  men.

8 F in a lly , l e t  me co n g ra tu la te  the E xecutive C ouncil o f  PERGAS 

again  f o r  i t s  good work and I am sure i t  w i l l  con tin u e doing  s o . I 

beseech  A lla h  to  make th is  Study Centre a b le s s in g  to  a l l  who pass 

through i t s  p o r ta ls  in  the yea rs  to  come.

9 I  now have g re a t  p leasu re  in  d e c la r in g  the PERGa S Study Centre 

open.

10 Thank you .


