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1 I take great pleasure in being present here this morning

senior
to review the passing-out parade of the NCC cadet Lieutenants and/NCOs. The 

impressiveness of this parade and the smartness shown by the 

cadets have deeper meanings than the external expression of 

disciplined and regimented groups, for they represent vigour and 

dynamism of our growing Republic and the character of our tightly 

organised society*

2 Every large organisation has to strengthen its foundation 

before it can develop to any significant degree* When the 

organisation expands and its members increase, there is an 

increasing need for proper co-ordination and the development of 

leadership and discipline* The training you received is all-round 

training in every sense of the word. You have undergone weapon 

training, field craft, section training and foot-drill. You have 

also been given an education in morale and discipline and on 

leadership. At first sight, the training appears to be largely 

physical, but these physical endeavours are also designed to
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toughen up the mental attitude. Ultimately, much depends upon all

of you - how you respond to training, how you act and behave and

your attitude towards other people. It is important that as NCC cadet 
senior NCOs,

Lieutenants and j you must be an example for others to follow,

3 What is most important for all of you is to develop

leadership and to uphold the principles and ideals of leadership 

that have been taught during training. Effective leadership 

means the unselfish sacrifice of your time and leisure in a service 

to your men, the NCC and your country. You will be expected to 

put into practice the skills and knowledge you have acquired and 

to transmit through personal examples the ideals of leadership 

and discipline you have learnt. You must realise the full 

significance of your membership in the National Cadet Corps. The 

prniform you wear is similar to the one worn by all members of the 

Singapore Armed Forces. It is not a coincidence that this is so.

The uniform of the SAF and yours symbolise not only the doctrine 

and practice of a military institution, but its character as well.

Our Republic must have an effective defence force. The basic 

skills and qualities of leadership, character and discipline
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must be developed at an early stage in schools. Per this reason, 

considerable emphasis is placed upon leadership training in the 

National Cadet Corps.

4 The training of cadets in the National Cadet Corps 

culminates with the highest rank of Cadet Lieutenant awarded to 

senior cadets who have in them leadership potentials. Today's 

parade is of additional significance because whilst NCC bids farewell 

to one group of youth leaders who have served the Corps with 

dedication, another group is given the opportunity to assume the 

role of youth leaders.

5 Is members of the National Cadet Corps, you must take advantage 

of your training to develop leadership qualities while working and 

training with others. If you lead men, you must lead by personal 

example to show that you are dedicated, loyal and disciplined. Many 

have gone through the training in the NCC. Many more will follow you.

A high standard of discipline and leadership has been set. You must 

therefore keep up this standard and in turn pass on to others who come 

after you and inculcate in them the ideals embodied in the Code of 

Conduct of the Singapore Armed Forces.

6 I wish to congratulate all of you who have successfully completed 

your training.
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