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I  convey the s in ce re  r e g r e ts  o f  the M in ister  f o r  F ore ig n  A f fa ir s  
f o r  h is  i n a b i l i t y  to grace  th is  fu n c t io n  to n ig h t due to circum stances 

a r is in g  beyond h is  con tro l*  May I  then on b e h a lf  o f  the M in is te r ,
Mr S Rajaratnam extend a warm welcome to a l l  p a r t ic ip a n ts  o f  the Far 
East Charity Show and convey h is  deep a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  your a r t i s t i c  
c o n tr ib u t io n s  towards suoh a w orthy cause.

This e v e n in g 's  C harity Dinner i s  a lso  be in g  organ ised  in  a id  o f  
the s ch o la rsh ip  funds o f  the Kampong Glam and Nee Soon C it iz e n s ’ 
C on su lta tiv e  Committees. The s ch o la rsh ip s  w i l l  be awarded to  d eserv in g  
and capable stu den ts so th at they may acqu ire  the n ecessary  knowledge 
and s k i l l s  and thus co n tr ib u te  towards S in g a p o re 's  p rogress  and d eve lop ­
ment.

As ev id e n t over the past y e a rs , the S ingapore Government has 
always p la ced  a high p r i o r i t y  on the ed u ca tion  o f  i t s  you th s. This i s  
because o f  the acknowledged f a c t  th at S in gap ore ’ s m ajor a sse t  l i e s  in  
her p e o p le , the s k i l l s  a cq u ired  and the a d a p ta b il ity  o f  the working 
fo r c e  to changing te ch n o lo g ie s  and econom ic demands. For Singaporeans 
as such ed u ca tion  must always be a p r e r e q u is it e  f o r  p r o s p e r ity  and 

s u r v iv a l e s p e c ia l ly  in  a r a p id ly  changing w orld . The study o f  h is to r y
indeed  p rov id es  an apt rem inder in  th is  co n te x t  th at g re a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  
and s o c ie t i e s  have o n ly  f lo u r is h e d  on the b a s is  o f  the r e s p e c t  f o r  
le a rn in g  and th a t when such r e s p e c t  i s  l o s t  s o c i e t i e s  decay and ign orance 
p re v a ils*

l.t i s  h earten in g  to note  th a t th is  perform ance i s  a c o n tr ib u t io n  
o f  va riou s  a r t i s t e  from  A sia , in d eed  a rea ssu rin g  f a c t  that Asians are 
h e lp in g  fo l lo w  Asians f o r  a d eserv in g  cause. At the same tim e, I  am 
sure th is  c u ltu r a l  perform ances from  the va riou s  a r t i s t e  w i l l  h e lp  f o s t e r
a deeper understanding amongst A sians.

Last but not le a s t  i t  le a v e s  me to thank the p a r t ic ip a n ts , the 
o rg a n ise rs  and a l l  o f  you f o r  your generous support and c o n tr ib u t io n s  
towards the Far East Charity Show.
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