Y
) N :
TR

Dre Sralrwse

i

DATE

SINGAPORE METRICATION BOARD
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
1 ANSON ROAD, SINGAPORE 2

, TEL: 2227755 Nationa! ArohiVPB and
1980-03-12 REF NO PR /06 /80 Becords Centre, Singapore.
15 MAR 1980
EMBARGOED UNTII, DELIVERY Ace. No. N:HC
) o’S:i" / é

SPEECH BY MR BAEY LIAN PECK, CHAIRMAN, METRICATION BOARD, ON
MARCH 13, 1980 AT THE TELOK BLANGAH CRESCENT HAWKER'S CENTRE
AT 8,30 A IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE BOARD'S ZONAL METRIC
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME AT RADIN MAS CONSTITUENGCY

Thank you for your attendance at this Zonal Metric Educational
Programme at Radin Mas. I would like to take this opportunity
to emphasise that nowhere in my speech to the retailers did I
mention at the Radin Mas Commu.nit& Centre on the 10 March 1980
that "laws will soon be introduced requiring consumers to
purchase goods in metric units only" as quoted in the Business
Times of 11 March 198. I am giving you a further copy of the
press release for your reference. You will see that the article
in the Business Times under "Weight' of law to force purchases in
metric" was misleading. The Metrication Board has not and will
not recommend the use of the law to' force. consumers to buy in

f

metric.

The law to be introduced would be to ensure that the retailers sell

in round metric units so as to protect the interest of the consumers.

It is because the Metrication Board is aware of the large number of
illiterates and elderly housewives who will find it difficult to

buy in metric units that the law has to be introduced to regularise
and protect their interests. There is no question of penalising the

consumers.
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SPEECH BY MR BAEY LIAN PECX, CHATRMAN, METRICATION BOARD, ON
10 MAR 1980 AT THE (ONFERENCE ROOM, RADIN MA§ COMMUNITY CENTRE
AT 7. PM, IN CONJUNCTION WITH TME ZONAL METRIC EIUCATIONAL

PROGRAME AT RADIN MAS ONSTITUENCY

Dear Friends

The Metrication Board will be setting up a metric information stall at the
Telok Blangah Crescent Hawkers' Centre from March 13 to 15, 1980, Officers
from the Board will be present from TeP an to 10.0 am to explain to the
housewives how to buy in metric and to give away metric information panphlets.
I an taking thisg opporfunity to explain to you the need for you to know and
use the metrio gystem. | A '

Laws will be introduced soon to require the sale of loose items such as
textiles, dried goods, kway teow and towgay, fruits and vegetables, meats and
fish to be conducted in metric units onlye The law requires the seller to gell

in metric units,

The market programme at Telok Blangah Crescent Hawkers' Centre from March 13
%o 15 will provide opportunities for you to learn and sell in metric units.

Retallers must take the lead to use metric units. The Board had met the
importers and wholegalers and they informed the Board that they are not selling
in metric because the retailers are not buying from them in metric. S, the
next time you buy your goodsy buy them in metric. This will make it easier
for you to cal cul ate your selling price in metric.
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Since January 1,1976, the law states that retailers will have to sell in
metric units when demanded by the buyers. Thug, all weighing scaleg are
required to carry a metric reading in addition to the kati reading, This is
to help retailers and consumers to familiarise themselves with the metric
equivalents. We found that retailers had completely ignored the metrio
markingse They do not kmdw how to read the metric markings on their weighing
scales which have been in front of them for the past 4 years. '

I trust that you would be different, Learn to read the metric markings on
your scaless When the law is introduced, the kati markings will be removed.
Do not walt until then, Act now, get to know the common quantities asked for
in metric. Familiarise yourself with the metric equivalents such as

1 kg 2= 1Xkati 10 tahile
1 kati 600 g

AY
1 kg = 1000 g

Ir

You, as retailers can do the Board a great fawur. You, as transfer agents,
can help us and your customers by teaching them the nearest metric equivalents
they can buy in. If your regular cugtomers have been buying 1 kati, advise
them to buy 600 g which ig a very close equivalent of 1 kati, If they don't
need so much, advise them to buy in multiples of 100 g. The green metrioc
comparison guide is very usefuls You oan see the various equivalents that the
Board is encouraging the housewives %o buy in. Faniliarise yourself with
these quantities. |

If you are too busy to explain to your customefs, you can direct them to our
metrio information stall, My staff will explain to them the metric system.
You, 00, can call at the stall if you need further information on how to uge
the metric sy stem,

Sell in multiples of 100 g for easy price cal cul ation. The Board has decided
that the urit mgrem" shall be pronounced as "gram", whether spoken in “nglish,
Waleay, Tanil or Mandarin; for exsmple,vti &, grams instead of W53, This-
will facilitgte communication among the different racese

3iee
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You will have to price your goods either by per 10 g or 100 g for light and
expensive itemg like mughrooms, or per kg for items like potatoes, meats,

vegetables, etc.

Examples:

Price of mushrooms ig $5,80 per 100 g .
For 0 gy it will cost $5.80 x 3 = $1Te 0

Price of potatoes is $1s 2 per kg

Price per 100 g will be $1.20 = 12 cents
o1

For 1.5 kg (1 kg 500 g), the cogt will be
$1¢20 + 12 cents x 5 = $1.80

"Buy in metric" price taés will be given to you. If you buy from your whole- -
salers in metric, them, it will be easy for you to price your goods in per 10 g,
per 100 g or per kg However, if you are still buying in katis, then you may
have to use the blue price comparison table. In the table, you will be able to
find the gpproximate conversion from price in kati to price in kilogran.

Help your regular customers to buy in metric now. By helping your customers,
you are also helping yourselvese You will have no p_roblems when metrication

ig made compul sory.

Thank you,
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