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MOE to Build New Primary Schools and Upgrade Existing 

Ones for Move to Single Session 
 
 

1. The Ministry of Education (MOE) will be building 11 new primary schools and 
upgrading another 28 existing schools from November 2009. This is the first phase 
of the ministry’s plans to enhance primary school infrastructure to facilitate the 
transition of primary schools to a single session, and is estimated to cost S$560 
million. 
 
Single-Session Primary Schools 
 
2. In April 2009, MOE accepted the Primary Education Review and 
Implementation (PERI) Committee’s recommendations to move all primary schools 
to a single-session model to support a higher quality primary education. With a 
single session, schools will be able to provide greater flexibility in time and space for 
teachers to deliver a more holistic education to their pupils.  Pupils will be able to 
benefit from a wider range of academic and non-academic activities that will nurture 
life skills and develop their character. To achieve this, MOE plans to build 18 new 
schools and enhance up to 80 existing ones in phases. In Phase 1, 11 new primary 
schools will be built and 28 existing schools will be upgraded. Details on the Phase 1 
schools are at Annex A. 
 
3. As with the upgrading of schools under the Programme for Rebuilding and 
IMproving Existing Schools (PRIME), the majority of the Phase 1 schools will 
continue to operate on their existing sites in parallel with the upgrading works. MOE 
will take the necessary measures to ensure safety, security and the smooth 
operations of the schools during the upgrading process. 
 
Indoor Sports Hall 
 
4. Since early 2007, MOE has been working to provide all schools with an 
indoor sports hall (ISH) in phases. This is to provide schools with greater flexibility to 
conduct Co-Curricular Activities and Physical Education lessons, which are integral 
to holistic education. Students will have more opportunities to participate in sports 
and games at any time of the school day regardless of the weather. 
 



 

5. Schools to be upgraded for the move to a single session will have the ISH 
provided as part of their upgrading process where possible, if they do not already 
have one.     
 
Background  
 
Single-Session Primary Schools 
 
6. PERI Committee, chaired by Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister for State, Ministry 
of National Development and Ministry of Education, was formed in October 2008 to 
study ways to enhance primary education.  One of PERI Committee’s 
recommendations was to move all primary schools to a single session to support a 
higher quality primary education.  
 
7. Schools that have moved to a single-session model have shared positive 
feedback about being able to provide a better environment to develop their pupils. 
This was repeatedly affirmed by school leaders, teachers and members of the public 
throughout the consultation process. MOE has accepted the PERI Committee’s 
recommendation to move all primary schools towards a single-session model, so as 
to give schools more flexibility to provide well-balanced educational programmes for 
pupils. Single-Session Primary Schools will also provide pupils with more time and 
space to interact meaningfully with their teachers. This will help balance the 
acquisition of knowledge with the delivery of skills and imparting of core values to 
our children. 
 
8. MOE targets to facilitate the transition of all government primary schools to 
single session by 2016. Government-aided schools will be given more flexibility in 
their transition timeline, as they have to take into consideration their stakeholders’ 
needs. More information on PERI Committee’s recommendations can be found at 
the website (http://www.moe.gov.sg/initiatives/peri/). 
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Annex A 
Details on the 11 New Primary Schools and  
Upgrading of 28 Existing Primary Schools 

 
The locations of 5 new primary schools that will commence operations in Jan 2012 
are shown in the table below.  The locations for the remaining 6 new primary schools 
that will commence operations in January 2013 are being finalised and will be 
announced later. 
 
SN Town Location 
1. Jurong West Junction of Jurong West St 61 and 63 (Next to blocks 656B 

and 658C) 
2. Punggol Along Punggol Place, next to HDB estate, Treelodge @ 

Punggol 
3. Sembawang Secondary school along Sembawang Drive will be 

retrofitted to function as a primary school 
4. Sengkang Junction of Sengkang East Way and Anchorvale Link 

(Opposite blocks 318A & B) 
5 Woodlands Along Woodlands Crescent (Opposite Admiralty Sec) 
 
 
List of existing primary schools that will undergo minor renovation works.  
SN School  Town Upgrading Period 
1.  Bukit View Primary School Bukit Batok Nov to Dec 2010 

2.  CHIJ (Katong) Primary School Bedok Nov 2009 to Jun 2010 

3.  Keming Primary School Bukit Batok Nov to Dec 2010 

4.  Lianhua Primary School Bukit Batok Nov to Dec 2009 

5.  Princess Elizabeth Primary School Bukit Batok Nov to Dec 2010 

6.  River Valley Primary School Central Nov to Dec 2009 

7.  Stamford Primary School Central Nov to Dec 2009 

 
 
List of existing primary schools to be upgraded on-site, unless specified otherwise 
 
SN School Town Upgrading period  

[Holding Plans, if applicable] 
1.  Ang Mo Kio Primary 

School 
Ang Mo Kio Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

2.  Bendemeer Primary 
School 

Kallang Nov 2010 to Dec 2012.  

3.  Blangah Rise Primary 
School 

Bukit Merah Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

4.  CHIJ Primary (Toa 
Payoh)  

Toa Payoh Jan 2011 to Dec 2012.   
[School will temporarily relocate to 
former Victoria School site at Geylang 
Bahru Lane.] 

5.  Chongfu Primary 
School 

Yishun Nov 2010 to Dec 2011. 

6.  Compassvale Primary Sengkang Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 



 

SN School Town Upgrading period  
[Holding Plans, if applicable] 

School 
7.  De La Salle School Choa Chu 

Kang 
Jan 2011 to Dec 2012 (As part of the 
school’s PRIME). 
 
[School will temporarily relocate to 
former Teck Whye Primary/Secondary 
School site at Teck Whye Crescent.) 

8.  Evergreen Primary 
School 

Woodlands Dec 2010 to Feb 2013. 

9.  Farrer Park Primary 
School 

Kallang Apr 2011 to Dec 2012. 

10.  Jurong West Primary 
School 

Jurong West Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

11.  Kong Hwa School Geylang Jan 2010 to Dec 2011 (As part of the 
school’s PRIME). 
 
[School will temporarily relocate to 
former Macpherson Secondary School 
site at Circuit Road.] 

12.  Mee Toh School Punggol Jun 2011 to Dec 2013. 

13.  Nan Chiau Primary 
School 

Sengkang Dec 2010 to Feb 2013. 

14.  Paya Lebar Methodist  
Girls’ School (Primary) 

Hougang Nov 2010 to Dec 2011. 

15.  Queenstown Primary 
School 

Queenstown Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

16.  Radin Mas Primary 
School 

Bukit Merah Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

17.  Rivervale Primary 
School 

Sengkang Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

18.  Sembawang Primary 
School 

Sembawang Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

19.  Seng Kang Primary 
School 

Sengkang Nov 2010 to Dec 2012 (As part of the 
school’s PRIME). 
 

20.  Woodlands Ring 
Primary School 

Woodlands Nov 2010 to Dec 2013 (As part of the 
school’s PRIME). 

21.  Zhangde Primary 
School 

Bukit Merah Nov 2010 to Dec 2012. 

 
 


