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Mr .. Speaker, Sir, :in the course of this debate, the Hon .. 
Members for Queens town and Serangoon and my colleague, the Hon. 
Merriber for Pas ir Pan jang, have spoken on those passages of the 
Governor's Speech concerned with public housing, the new Develop-
ment and Hous:ing .Authority, land clearance and resettlement, and 
land use and control .. 

We have h eard harsh criticisms because the Development and 
Housing Authority has not been estaolisheda Land use and control 
as envisaged in the Master Plan has been s corned and described as 
arbitrary .. 

The Sin gap ore Improvement Trust h as be en accused of obstruction 
while the integrity of its staff has been disparaged in the most un-
called for manner. 

The legislation :in respect of the new Development and Housing 
Authority has admittedly taken a longish time, but that has not pre-
vented housing 6 0:ing ahead more rap idly this year. The legislation 
is in its f:inal draft stages and will come before this House at an 
early Gitt:ing - in about Juneo Earlier :introduction of this legisla-
tion has been complicated by the fact that s:ince the new Development 
and Housing Authority will not have planning fuctions, as in the 
case of the preoent Sirignpore Improvement Trust, it has also been 
necesGary to provide for the establishment of a new Planning Autho-
rity to be charged with planning responsibilities. Two Bills, there-
fore, will shortly be introduced. Basically, however, it can be Gaid 
that delay in introducing legislation or cr ;:-a ting the new Authority 
has not ill itself impeded progress in the pr ovision of hous :iI1g. Had 
a new Authority been created earlier, this would not have helped 
the situation which depended basically an the resettlement of fami-
lies before more hous~G could be builto 

The most unfortunate single factor impeding the rapid pro-
vision of hous:ing so urgently ne eded for the low income groups of 
our population has been due to the fact that almost all the urban 
and suburban sites required for public development have been and 
are occupied by families who, if evicted 9 would suffer great hard-
ship. As a consequence, public housing and other development has 
inevitably been slowed down - and in some cases has came to a stop. 
It was not until the Government established a Land and Resettlement 
Authority to overcome this problem by properly provid:ing alternative 
accommodation, either by rehousing or r esettlermnt, that any headway 
could be made in the prov is ion of houses for the general public. 
The Resettlement Department up to date has: 

Acquired 19 areas for resettlement and allocated farms -
altogether 3,870 acres have been so allottedo 

Developed 16 areas of Crown land amounting to several 
thousand acres. 

Mapped and designed a further . 12 areas amounting to 
4,680 . acres. 

settled 1,235 old families and 1,032 new families. A further 
2,000 vacant lots are now ready for allocation. 

In the last year1 approximately $1,800,000 was used to thiG end, 
while a further #2 million is included in the Estimates for this 
year. 
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As regards public housing, only 1,274 housing units 
and 70 shops were completed in 1957; whereas,4 ,815 housing units 
were completed in the two years 1955 and 19560 Now that the 
Resettlerrent Department is succeeding in resettling families , 
more rapid strides are being made with low cost housing and at 
the present moment the situation is much more satisfactory in 
that a further 4,971 housing units and 127 shops are under 
construction. A further building programme - Programme Noo9 -
providing for a further 3,500 ordinary dwellings, 95 cottages and 
95 shops will shortly come be fare the House for financial appr o-
val. 

As may be seen , therefore, despite difficulties, Govern-
ment has succeeded with resettlement and public housingo In 
fiX:i.ng rents, Government has also taken into account the needs 
of the low income groups in order to bring s.I.T. h omes with in 
the re.ach of ordinary working families . Accordingly, two-room 
flats either built or are now being built under Prograrnme No .8 
at Kallang, Albert Street, Ro chore Road, Buki t T imah Road, New 
Brid~e Road, South Bridge Road , and elsewhere ar e let at sub-
sidised rents of only $35 per month , although the economic rent 
for such a flat is more than twi ce that amounto As a f urther 
conce sG ion. -·-

When I Gay "two-rrom flats", it rnerurn a bed-room. and a 
hall. As I was saying , Sir, as a further concession, rents of 
only $30 per month are charged for such flats in respect of 
ten an ts rehoused as a result of slum clearance. 

The spe cial needs of Ma lays are also provided for. Malay 
sett lements are being further developed and with the establishment 
of the Malay settlement at the 8 milestone West Coast Road in Sep-
tember last year, there are now two Malay settlements in Singaporeo 
The first Malay settlement at J a l an Eun os is being extended by the 
addition of a further 164 acres to provide accommodation for 700 
f amilies. The immediate development of 34 acres to pr ovide accom-
modation for 186 families hns alr~ady begun. The lots have been 
surveyed and 40 lots have been pegged out. This means that allo-
cation can proceed within a week or 130 . A third Malay sett lement 
at Ayer Gemuroh is also under way . The present Kampong Ayer Gemuroh 
occupies an area of 21 acre so P1ans for the extension of this 
area to give a total area of 95 acres to provide additional 
acco,nmodat ion for 400 faimii_ies are envisaged. 

I should now like to reply to cr:Lticism,s concerning land 
uGe and control. As already sti: ted , planning legislation is shortly 
to be introdtil.ced . This legislation , coinciding with the approval of 
the Master Plan, is designed to implement the Master Plano A Notice 
of Approval is about to be gazetted together with information con-
cerning the exhibition of the approved Master Plan, with an ex-
planation of all its provision1,, . The Master Plan re presen ts the 
culmina tion of many years ' car e ful study of all those aspects of 
life in Smgapore which materially influence the \$,Se of l ands and 
buildin &,s , and provides a blue pr mt for the future development of 
the whole island, taking into account in the light of our rapidly 
increaGing population , our future expanding needs for homes, schools , 
public services and utilities, new urban and suburban centres, in-
cluding new towns, improved road communications industrial expansion 
- all of which are designed to offer a better future for the people 
of Singap ore. 

There i s nothing arbitrary about the Ma s ter Plano Objectors 
to any of the provisions of the Master P1an were given the opportunity 
of having their objections heard at a special Court of Inquiry held 
in 1956. Hundr eds of object ions were he ard and the Plan has been 
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amended in many ways. Hono Mcmbe~G will ha ve an opportunity 
shortly of expressing their views on the final provisions of 
the Ma s ter Plan when the p l anning l egis lation comes before 
th is House o 

Concerning the Singapore Impr o~ement Trus t, we have heard 
accusations of delays and obstruct ion . Regarding pl anning appro-
v al by the s O I. T., this or &, an isat ion has also suffered from shortages 
of staff which in the past may have caused de lays in the consideration 
of p lans. 

The situation today , howeve r, is much hap pier t han in the 
pasto There is only one plan in the S:ingapore Improve ,nent Trust 
which was r ece ived prior to the 1s t of March, 1958. Every other 
application received before the 1st of March, 1958, has been 
de alt with. On an average, the S.I.T. receiveG abo ut 150 plans 
each month for cmGideration. Plans are , in fact, now being dealt 
with expeditiously. 

As regar ds the nurriber of houses or buildings which can be 
con structed per acre, densities are l a id down in the Ma c ter Plan 
and take into a ccount the proper use of land and availability of 
services etc. over the next 20 years. Cl early proper control to 
prevent the reversion to s lums, to safeguard against haphazard 
development and to ensure cohesion and use of available services 
is a fundamental necessity. 1:he ·provisionG of the Master Plan were 
made public in 1956 and objectors had an opportunity of stating 
their views, iD.cludingque stions of density. 

The acc usations of corruution in the S.I.T. are more serious. 
The Hon. Member who made these accusations also refei.,red to two 
specific instances of which he described as futi.le delnys or obGtruc-
t ion. His disappointment in matters in which he was personally 
concerne d can be under stood, but an attack on the integrity of the 
S. I.T. on Guch grounds i s unwarranted. 

It is not mly unwarranted, but it is unfair and unethical. 
In one case a planned r oundab out required a building to be set back 
- this was in the :interest of better highways and traffic flow. In 
the other case , an ancient monument h ad first to be dispensed with 
owing to its dilapidat ed state of repair before new deve lopment 
could proceed. 

As regards cor rupt ion, genera l ac cus ations with out s ubstance 
are not good enough. The _,I in i stry of Local Government has not received 
a s :in gle specific allegation from the Hon. Member concernedo It would 
be relevant to eng_uire if he has p l a ced his spe cial knowledge at the 
dispoGal of the CommisGion dealing with corrupt ion or the Corrupt 
Practices Bureau. Until proof of any general or specific corruption has 
been established, his accusations stand refut ed. Certain ly disappoint-
rre nt or the disapproval of development pro jects which are not in the 
interE;st of Singapore doer.mot constitute corruption . 

APR IL 24, 1958. (Time issued 1700 hours). 
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