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SPEECH BY MR TEH CHEANG WAN, MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT,
AT THE GEYLANG WEST CONSTITUENCY'S NATIONAL DAY DINNER AT
CEYLANG WEST COMMUNITY CENTRE ON SUNDAY, 8 AUGUST 1982 AT 7.30 PM

Ls we gather here joyously this evening to celsbrate our 17th
National Day, I would like to invite you to join me for a few moments

in sepious reflection.

Look around the world today and you will agrec with me that
Singzaporeans have good reason to celebrato. The doveloped countries
of Western Burope and North America ar: facing seemingly insur-
mountable econonic problems. Beset by high interest rates, inflation
and stagnation, their peoples are haunted by the spectre of mass
unemp@oyment. In the Soviet bloc countirics, the situation is very
much worse. Despite having extensive agricultural lands, Comecon
countries experience severz food shortzges. It was recently reported
in the press that the real income of the Polish pcople has dropped
by helf. In the Third World, the picture is cven more grim. Countless
millions face the prospects of malmutrition, starvation and even
death,

In these hard times, Singapore is onc of the fow fortunate
countries which has baen able to maintain a good aconomic growth
rate resulting in full employment and continuous increass in income.
Have we been sprcially chosen by God to cnjoy this good future?

No, on the contrary, we do not cven have any natural resources. The
roason for our success is simply that we have a hardworking popula=~
tion and an efficient, effective government,

Two decades of uninterrupted economic growth has - fortunately
or unfortunately - enabled a whole gencration of yéung people to
grow up without any first-hand experience of hardship. Many have
tak:n the good life for granted. Some feel that continuous improve-
ment in the quality of life is theirs as a matter of right. In

roality, vhat ....2/-
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reality, what we have built up in Singepore is oxtremely vulnérable
and frazile. Bad political lzadership, foolhardy policies and wrong
valuas can make our hard-earned gains disappear complstcly overnight.

Some people may accuse mz of exaggerating. Countrics have bsen
torn by war and ravaged by corrupt governments and yet their peoples
have survived. Why not Singapore? I am fully aware of the exisztence
of such countries. A good 2xample is China, the land where the
majority of immigrants into Singapore werce born. China sufforcd 50
ychrs of war, tuvmoil and civil chaos betwesn the collapss of the

. é&m ﬁhasty the emergence of an unified communist government
in 1949. Through those hard, lean times which ware punctuated by
poriods of no government, the Chinese people found sustenance in the
countryside, the villagss and the farms. Singapors, on thu other
hand, will not survive even 50 days of civil disordar, -Eighty per
cant of the population live in high-risc aportmonts. Imagine the
chaos that would roign if therc were no roliable wetor or electri-
city supblies. As a small islsnd state with no sgricultural base,
we have o import virtually cverything we need. If thore were no
imports of foodstuf'fs for 50 days, all of us would face serious food

shortage or cven starvation,

Our young votors must realise the vulnorability of our society.
For continuous economic growth and social stobility, we must have
. strong, offcctive leadership in the government., Singapore simply
does rot havo the resilierce to survive the bunglings of an ine
effzctive goveramont, The PAP Government and its policies have
stood the test of time., Despite our small size, our political
leaders are well-respected by the world community. We need only
look to our Prime Minister to ses an example of a stabosman whose
oﬁ?ﬁionﬁls neld“%? high esteem by the leoders of cther nations.
In contrast, I havs not heard of any country sceking the advice of
the Opposition leadsrs. This is not unexpcctad; The obnolete poiicies
and idcals which they advocate would be ruinous for any country.

!

I have no doubt thet the majority of Singapereans want to
continue to enjoy political stability, high cconomic growth and
greater improvement in the quality of lifc. However, we must not

forget that ....3/-




forget that among us are some who want to sea Singapors go down
the drain. Mombers of the Workers' Party travelled to Jakarta
sometime last year to solicit thé:help of the Vietnamese Embassy
to create chaos in Singapore. Fortunately, the mischicf makers
were arrested before their plans could be carried out. Recently,
the Vietnamese Foreign Minister, Nguyen Co Thach, has made veiled
threats to destablilise Asean. If Vietnam decides to carry out
these threats, political elements who want to topple the government
are likely to receive external support for their schemes., It is
absolutely essential for those of us who love our country to be
mope vigilant and united in our efforts to frustrate their evil
schemes. '

Singaporeans can prospar and live in pecace and harmony only if
everyone realises the importance of having good, strong, effective
political leadership. Our future can only ba bright if the people
and the government pull together to attain tho same goals.




