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It gives me great plessure to be here this morning %o open
the 1982 Convention of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects,
the firast to be held outside Australiae.

Geographically, Australia is a vneighbour of Asia. Historical
links between Austrelia and Asia, in particular ASELY, were developed
only after the Second World War. 3Before the war, with exception
of Thailand, the other ARE.N countriesz were governed by the British,
the Dutch or the US. Contacts between the peoples of fAsia and
Lustralia were minimal. The small number of Asian stuwlents, who
went overseas for studies, invariably attended universities in
Durope and lmerics. After the Second World War, the Australian
Government threw open the doors of its universities and colleges
to students from Asia. Many Asians entered Australian universities
as privete students or under the sponsorship of the Australian
Government through the Colombo Plan Assistance Schems. Mutual
avareness and interest conseguently sprang up with the flow of
students from Asia to Australia. Over the yezrs, this interest
blossomed into warm ties as the students returned to their homes
equipped not only with education and training but also a knowledge

of Australia and its neople.

In monetary terms, the assistance extended by Austiralia in
training and educating Asians i1s not very much. However, the
benefits reaped have been enormous though unguantifiable. By
opening its educational facilities, the Australiarn Government has
in fact Helped Asien countries to train much~necded professionals

in meny fields. This has contributed in no small measure to the




economic and physical development of various asian countries.

4 good example is Singapore's public housing prozramme which has
in the space of 20 years succeedec in housing T0 per cent of

the population of .the island. The svccess of this programme owes
mach to Australia thousgh this may no doubt astonish many Australians
anl Singenoreans. The majority of crchitects and enzincers who
nlanned ani implemented the housing programme during the 1960s and
early 70s, has been trsoined in Lustralian institutions of higher
lesrning. Today, the upper echelonsz of Singapore's Housing and
Developments Board (i0OB) are occcupied by many .ustralian~trained
professionals. Large numbers of senior positions in the publie
and private sectors of Bingepore, are h2ld by gradustes trained

in ‘ustralia.

As an fustralian greduate mys=1f, I personally feel
rathor sad that the lustralian Jovermment has in the last few
yoars, substantially redused or =lmosi stopped the intake of under-
graduate students from Sinzaporc. With fewer Singaporeans gra—
duating from iustraliazn vniversities, the warm feelinzs for sustralia
muy slowly e erodeds The close bties which have bonded Singanore
and Lustralia since the last World War may not be sustainede I

for one would be very sorry if this were to happen.

In fact, the provision of educational facilitics to
Singapore siudents by sugtralia does not just benefit Singapore
as the recipient country. Australia also bonefits as the donors

For example, the few Senior Primary Production Officers trained

in fustralia have helped'to facilitate the import of agricultural

praducts from hustralia to Singapore at the value of 3477 million
in 1380 and $487 million in 1981l. The HDB receatly awarded a
contract for prefabricated housing worth $600 miliion to an
~ugtralian contracting firme The HDB has no hesitxztion in awarding
this contract despite its substantial value. This is becausc as
sraduates of dustrelisn universities, the Chairman and the Chiefl
Lxecutive Officer of the HOB have full confidence in the tech—
~icel expertise of australian builders. In another instaonce, the
Resources Development Corwvoration, a wholly Government—owned

wompany, whose Chairmsn is also Australian~trained, recently




These large Australian contractors currently working in
Singspore are relatively nsw and therelore heve not yet adapted
to the Singepore system of contractual practice. I have been
told by the Resources Development Corporation th:t their Australian
contreotor heg already submitted several claims ageinst them when
the contrret has hardly bomm. In Singepore, very few contractors
have serious disputes with their princinalse. MNost disazresments
are amicably settled and there is rarely any nced %o go for zr—
bitration. In the last 20 years, the HDE has ausrded thousands
of contracts to build 400,000 wnity o public housing. There has
not been a single case of srbitration amonz these contrects. T
have no doubt that Jastralian controctors will soon leorn the
Sinzapors systom of contractual practicz which ip founded upon
co-operation amony all partics concerned raibher thon confrontation,

digputes and arbitrations

Sinzevore and Avatralia arc two countries of exircme
contrest. Singanore, a city state of 640 square kilometres and
a pomulation of 244 million, is one of the most densely populated
arses in the world. Luétralia, on the other hemnd, is a scarcely
pomulated country bleﬁéed with abundant natvral rezoureszs. Twelve

1

thouganl times the size of Singapors, it has & nopulation only
siz times thit of Singmpore. Superficially, the two countries
apnear to hove nothing in commoh. A closer examination, however,
reveals bagic similar-itvies. Ausirelia hes 85 per cent of its
popnilation living in towms end cities. Like Singapore, it is one
of the most lishly urbonised countries in the world. Therefore,
fwgtreliang and Singaporesns probhably face many similar problams.

Architects apd town plannors in Singepore face at all times the

constraint of a small finite supply of 640 square kilometres of land -

home for 2.4 million people at present and 3.5 %o 4 million in 50
years' time. In the sugtralian cities, the options for architecis
and planners erc uot as rostricted. However, in both countries,
architects wnd planners have to solve comon problems such as

that of trancporistion and traffic congestion, the desisn of energy

ei'ficient buildings and the improvement of the urban environment.




Technolozical advinces in communic:otions have dissolved

physicel barriars everywherc. New ideas, technology nnd develop—
P H o :

ments can be disscminated and exchanged with sase. The thome

cinosen Tor this Convention "The Intervational architect' underscores
a point which becomes more cvident everyday: +that the worll is

2 single entity and that no one country or town or city exists

in isolation.

I now have pleasure in declaring the 1982 R1I. Convention

open end I wish you zll success in your deliberations.




