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' To begin witil, may 1, oOn .benall 01 TIC D1LAZAPOTC AELCERTIOIL,

oxtend to you, Mr President, our hearty congratulations on your

appointment as President of the Third General Assembly of the ASTAI |
Inter—Farliamentary Organizations Under your able and wise guidance,
I am confident that our deliberations will be a great successe

Mr President, may I avail myself of this opportunity to offer
the thanks of the Singapore delegation to His Excellendy -President
Soecharto for declaring this As?sem'bly open and for ‘his speech which

will serve ag a guide to our delibemtions.

On bch alf of my,delegation, I would also like to thank thc
Dowan Perwakilan Rekyat, the Govermment and the peoplc of Indonesia
for the wamm wclcome and generous hospitality which they have accorced
‘ us add the Indonesian LIPO Secrctariat for the cxcelleont arra.ngements
it has made for this Assmbly.

Mr A..Rah:un Ishak, who has been the Lcader of the S;l.nbh Te
delegation from the First Gencra.l Assenbly, wishés to tender his

sincerce apologies and regrets for not being able to attend this

General Assombly as he is accompanying our,Sccond Deputy Prime
Minister (Foreign Lffairs) to Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Iraq and
Pakistan, However, Mr Rahim Ishak has this Assembly in his thoughts
and sends his greetingse = ‘

It was here in Jakarta, five years’ago,I =t tho invitation
’ of the Speckor of the Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat of the Republic of
Indonesia, that the First ASE.N Parliamentary meeting was held to

-



“gxplore the possibility of cooperation among the Parliaments of
LSELN countricse Two years later ATPO was borns . Some of the
honourable ,Dele;;r.tcs present here today were present at that

ausplclous mecting and I am sure they look back to that mecting
with pride and joy in their hcarts.

Since the establishment of the LSEMN _In‘beM’arliaunentary
Organmization (iIPO) in Manila in 1977, the AIPO General Assembly
has met :Ln S:Lngﬂpor in 1978 md in B...ngkok in 1979 and has got
down to serious dl.;cusgl-odrr oz; ;}arlous matters ‘a}‘g‘;otlng LSELN
in the economic and socizl sphergs. Looking at the items on the
agenda for this General issenbly, Honourable Delegates to thl'~'

General LAssambly are going to have gqu;,;lly busy sq.ss:l,ons.i,u .

LSELN Parliamenfaricns have also not ignored politiesl cvents
that arc taking ‘place in IndocHina and Afghanigtane 4% the Working
Committee meeting and Second General Ascmnbly held in Thailand in
‘1979 and st the Working Committec mecting hold. in Setm.mmg in
June 1980,. ASEAN Parliamentarians have expressed grave congern at

the Vietnom's invasion and -occupation of Kaﬁmchea, the refugec.

Pmblm b.nd Sovict intervention in Lfghaonistan a.nd their implications

on the peaoe 'md s'bablllty of our re?:.on-

i

In oxternal rcld:lons, LIPO hes exchunged vu.m.'b" mth the

. Buropean Parliament and has visited the fustralian Porliament. Toxt
year, an LIPO delegation will be vigiting the US Congress. These
links will assist in building up LS.J.LN stoture in intornational
rel‘\’tlbn The increase in the n'u.mber of Parllamen‘tun‘..ns present
a8 observers ot this General Asuembly shows that AIPO is gradnally

ﬂa.lnlng reoobnltlon in the world commltv.

J.SLL.N Parllamen‘bar:.ans - represent thc. peoples of thc. .;SH.‘P
countries so thot 11?0'5 voice is the voice of 250 mill].on peoplc
of the ASELN oountriess I have no doubt j;hat. m.-!;h the supporti of
tho LIPO, LSV soliderity will be further strengthenods
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