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Bce. Mo NARC  SIi XM HOI, AT THE O BNING CEREIONY OF THE ;BO; LE'S ASSOCLi-
TTON RMGIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL (NORTH) FUN FLIR AT THo rBOrLE'S
[“1_7\ cobf ‘ i Tl COIL LEX ON SATURDAL, NOVE BER 19, 1977, AT 2,30 sal.

The pr-scnt pencration of Hingaporcans arc for@atc;

especially the young peoplce The toil and sweat of the gonera~
‘ tions past pius that of the present scnior citizens have brought
us to where we arc now.

The youths of today cnjoy far better cducational, social
and recreationnl facilities and amenities compared wi%h thé
youths ofv an éarlier generation. We have new, modern schools
and junior colleses to replace the old ones; we have built nodern
shopping complexes to replace dilapidated shop houses. Our
youths today visit air-conditioncd coffec houscs instcad of
dingy coffcec shops. 4 host of new rccrcational anenitics are
there, the swimring logoon at the East Coast, the parks, the

cardens and the off-shorc islonds.

But sad to say in spitc of all thesc facilities and
'mcm.tlos, an incrcasing number of youngsters havc becornie
social misfits: they arce rocatless and restive; they arc
indifferent and callous; thoy arc soeially ill-manncrcd. Hot
a few howve cven taken to druse as o forn of cscapism fron
bottled-up frustration. L u_at'l;n(lly, the hlgh lcvel of 1ndnstr1u.11-
zation xnd. urb .nlvatlon achicved in alnga.porc has in pu.rt )

“contributed to thls unhealthy development among the youths.




Since this is only a partial explanation as to why
some of the youngsters of t-day are increasingly rebelling

against the accepted s2cizl novms and patterns of behaviour
g

we have to look elsewhere also for the causes. I think we
- have to look to the parents, the home and the upbringing.
With increasing affluence, parents have tended fojspoil
their children and over~protect them. Iilany of the parents
are too busy themselves and have little time for the
children so the children have more freedom to do what they .
like. In some cases, the parents even raticnalize the mis-
behaviour of their children *o the extent of covering up
their wrong doings. We cannct expect them to blame them-

selves for their children's misdeeds though some do realise

it subsequently.

I think time has ~~m~ for parents to pnlay a more

effective role. They should teach their children the good
old-fashioned social values. Children should be taught

that it is right and proper to obey and respect the oldj; to .
be polite and helpful to neighbours and strangers; to behave

in a manner that would not bring shame to the family and

the community; to be frugal; to be honest and trustworthy.

These are the time-honoursd values and virtues which should

be inculcated in our children and our youths.

A person imbibed with these values and norms will

unlikely grow up to become a social misfit. Instead,he would

likely be a well-adjucted person, friendly and helpful and



these old~fashioned values, there would be fewer "ugly

Singaporeans" around.

On the other hand may I advise those who, because of

ing, are walk

~_. . * L T —

proper family upbrin ing w’ th
to as the "straight and narrow path" should not be complacent
about their good fortune in not being labelled as social
misfits. Neither should they indulge in just counting their
blessings in the way the Pharisees did: “"Thank God I em not
like that sinner ovar there!" Instead, they should get
themselves involved in healthy and wholesome activities.

They should volunteer themselves to help those who are in
trouble: help drug addicts to "kick" the habit; help to
rehabilitate the delinquentsj help the bewilderazd and the

confused to find mesning in 1.fe; help to bring comfort to

the lonely and the depressed.

In so doing. +they themselves would benefi+: +they

would find greater fulfillment and meaning in theiyr own lives,
thereby improving their reservoir of spiritual strength.

If they adopt the "holier than thou" éftitude,they would

in no time become indistinguishable from those +they should

be helpin
£

The hours of
planning and ha»d work put in by the young people are well

worthwhile, and they deserve the support of all the people.
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more healthy and wholesome activities could be organized,

so that fhéyieisure'fime o the ,o vg pé pl

profitably and meaniﬂgfﬁlly‘utiliZEdfthan wasting i"On

anti-social activities.
£ N

It is my pleasure now to declare t@eﬁfpﬁffAif?qpéﬁh"

and wish it every success. . Bk s




