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SPEECH BY MR OTHM/N WOK, SINGAPORE ANMBASSATOR TO INDONESLA
AND MP FOR PASIR PANJ/ING, LT THE OFFICII‘.L OPENING OF THE P4ASIR
Pl ANG COMMUNITY CENTRE ON SATURDAY, MiY }_]_.l 1980, AT 7.30 I P....

We have come 2 long way since the setting up of the Pasir Panjong
Comvmunity Centre Building Fund Committee on March 14, 1975. Thosc of
you who were involved in the fund raising process will rcmember wiet
~ demanding job it was to roise funds, particularly for a community
contrc. UWe were fortunate in that the construction of our oommuuity
centre commenced early and consequently the cost of the building wos
reasonazble. We would find it more difficult tc realise our comunity

centre at present day costs.

What we should apprecoizte most is thot the building of a now
oomrunity centre truly signifies the community spirit of all who arc
involved. There are the leaders, the fund raisers ancd those who
actually did the footwork., Ia the projects organised, we had to
cepend on the supporters who donated cash tnd kind towards = ccmmon
couse. Some may have given thoir contributions grudgingly, others
nny have given unstinting support. Nearly everyone in the constifucncy
will be able to cloim some credit for this community centre in one
w2y or ancther. It sheuld be a source of pride for us in the con—
stituency to see this modepn building.

Having a new commnity centre is one thing. Xeeping it clean
~nd well maintained and at the same time making it‘ a hive of activitices
ore the other things that would have to be looked into. There is
zo point in having a beautiful facade which is actually a white
clephant. Thore are a few important things that the comrmnity leacers
will have to work ouwt. .Jfmongst them wm};} be the following:

(i) %We will have to gencratc more interest among the constitucnts
in the ncw community ccentre and its activitics.

(ii) We will hnve $o ensure that the contre reaches out to o widc
cross scction of the people. It should not be restricted c
a select group who are the only uscrs of the facilities.

(iii) "e should change the traditional usage of the centre o

widen the scope of its activities.
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There are still many people who view the activities of community
centres as being meant for a small group of people. He have becn
trying o fear down any arbificizl barricr that may heve arisen. Tz
bﬂttcr—educated and espeeially the middle—income earners are inercasing—
1y aware that the comnum. ty centre 1s mc:mt for them too. Conmunity
ornanisers and- lcaders should not -give- the impressum that ccmnunlty
cuntres are meant as pl(_c‘.s for pc.oplc to drop in cesually. One way
of discouraging ‘a potential user of a comaunity centre is for him to
f£ind out that nobody iz interested in him and he is nét ahle to £it
into the activitices simoly because there is nc-'boc’:j arou.ild'ﬁé: hclp
him. Community contres should incrossingly think of reaching out to
the pubiic. ‘_ 'Ihuy should not w'ut for clients to turn up but they
should seek ot and reach ou:t ‘to those who are in nced of services.
Pro,]ects orgmused shoulc. not merely be actlva.t:.\,s for the sake of

doing them. There should bs a purpose behind the activities organised.

The ultimate aim of the community contres should be to build a
nore cohesive ahd meaningful community. "ie‘nepd" to develop pecple
to think and feol not only of their own rights and nceds but thatb
of others znd the commnity as well. WRén we have a society of
unselfish people who arc prepared o hélp their fellow human beings

as well as to sorve the socicty, then we would have achieved our aim.

This is. an imporhzmt and proud momén;t for me. &8 the MP for
Pasir Panjong, the community centre is the realisation of a drcam.
Siaring this proud moment with me are those. who have _hc;lped in one
sy or another towards this achievement. This indlude;é those who
are not prescnt with us today but who have contn'butcd their share

in the past. To them e.nd all of you, I ucd:.cc.te this new “building.

I now have great pliasure in declaring this community centre

Colne
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