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Ladies and Gentlemen,

This party, I am told, has been specially organiéed for

“a . -

the benefit of the needy senior citizens in cur constituency. As

Fr. .

it is still the Chinese New Year season, each and everyone of them

I f L. . i

will receive an "ang paw". The holding ~f this party signifies a

.

gesture en esur part as showing concern and care for our less
: - . ;

- . by ~ - - .-

fortunate fellow senior citizens.

Phére has been‘'some publicity about the problems and

-"needs of the aged. The Government rectgnises that.more has to be

. done for the aged particularly "those who are destitute and have no

families or close relatives.- Public assistance allowances are given

by the Social Welfare Department to the needy old people. Those not

-

able to manage an their own and reguiring institutional care are

'S

admitted to the Weodlands Home for the Aged, an old people's home

administered by the ©acial Welfare Department, or to eld people's

homes run by voluntary organisations. The preseht thinking is that




as far as possible eold pesple should live in the community rather
than be admitted into an institution. Therefore every effort
should be made to encewurage the old people to continue living

within the ecommunity.

I would like to0 take this opportunity to appeal te the

varieus youth groups and wveluntary organications in. this constituency
as well as to the community at large to ¢ome forward and help in sne

4

way or another in makiﬁg the lives of the aged mere pleasant. If
nrganised greups éould make it a peint to go reund ;nd’search out
those who arc in need, reack out, befriend and assist them, then
the lot of $he needy aged can be improved tremendously. Amidst the
‘obvious manifestatians af clearn and green are still those who are

too poor or forgotten to partake of our good life. We must reach out

to these people and bring them a share of the joys of living.

‘Beveral erganisations alw®eady are in the process of setting

up homes for the destitute old pesple in the cammunity. It is hoped
that more organisations or interested groups would do likewise or

set up. some kincd cf services for the aged.. This could be the

conmunity project to be adepted for those nrganisations which are




not sure of what they can do as far as social and community

services are concerned.

As more is being done for the aged we must be on guard

that the aged will not be rejected or abandened by their children

and families. There is a need to instii filial piety in our children
and youth. To achieve this, parents and families will have te play
their part in the upbringing of their children. Filial piety

cannot be developed overnight. It is a long process of education

and emulation. Children should be able to see that their own

parents are filial to their grandparents. This example would
encourage them to be filial to their parents. This is one set of
values which we must try tc preserve especially in our highly

urbanised society.

In conclusion I would like to thank the donors and

organisers in making this party a success.




