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During my recent visit to cities in Burope, Canada and
the Uhited States, I tock the opportunity to obscrve how
architectural forms had developed in the West amidst new
ideas and teclmclogical immovotions in urban develomment and
transportation, Although the main purpese of my visit tc
these places ®Was to gain first-hand knowledge of how these
cities cope with their transportation problems, I was cqually
fascinated by how their urban planners and architects go
about satisfying the ever changing needs and demands of a
modern city. It is interesting to obscrve and examine how
chan;es in modes of transportation affect architectural fomm
and urban designe

Most of my obscrvatioms are confined to commercial
develoments that take place in and arcund the mass transit
stations. I could not f2il to cbserve that it was in fact in
these arces, around mass transit stations, that intensive
cecmmereial develomment tekes place, One interesting result
of all this is the extent tc which pedestrdzn mall and the

atrium hove been developed,

In the days when on~street parking was widoespread,
the most prominent shops faced the main roads, displaying their
goods in wide and open windows for all to sce. Mnd there was
plenty to see for pedestrians walking on five=footways a2ll
along the main shopping roads. To a large extent it can be
said that the road influcnced the form and pattern of
commercial develomment in the cities. The road was then, and
5%ill is in many placecs, the centre of humon activity.
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All this is chenging now with the develoment of large
shopping ccmplexes, office buildings and hotels, helped in no
smzll way by the advent of mass transit systems, whether by
buses or trains., With the wnderground MRT stations or ca:r.:
parks, pedestrians circulate within the building. The
intermal circulstion space within building , complexes and
strect blocks that has been created lends itself to new kinds
of architectural forms =nd desigms, The internal space has
now become the new centre of hmen activity. UHany shep
windows now in fact face inwards, The Peachtrec Centre in
Atlanta and the Hmbarcadero in San Francisco embody this new
space concept with excellent results, This insidew-cut space
design has created a ncw urban enviromment free from air and
noise polluticn and is safe from vehicular traffic, Although
our architecturc has progressed somewhat in this directicn,
it has not developed cn a wide enough scale in Singapore.
Perhaps the rail-based MRT, if and when it is built, will be
the catalyst for such develomonts,.

This leads us tc the interesting question of whether
commercial develoiment in Singapore should be intensified in
urban coentres along certain fixed corridors which would also
be served by the prcposed MRT, This is ‘l;hé mractice in most
large citics and I suppose they have several good reascns for
doing so. The main advantaze, of course, is that people cen
commute quickly and relinbly to and from these large activity
centres., Each contre can be made o be as self=contained as
poseible. The commuter having made the journey to these
contres will then be able to perform =5 many activities as
possible without having to commutc to other places, The other
advantage is that the ovmer and opsrator of the MiT system
will be able to crecam off some revenue from these develomments
4o finance his own operationse. Since the intense activity in
the area is a result of his trains bringing people into the
area, it is only fair that he gets a share of the profits.
This 4ype of arvangoment has been -developed to a fine degree
in Hongkong where it has been estimated that the MRT
Corporation will get abcut HK$1.5 billion from property
develomment. It coste them HK$5.8 billion to build the first
stage of the !-IRT;
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On the cther hand, there arc alsc scme people who see
the danger of develcping .a city along fixed and inflexible
ccrridors. Advocatcs of this schcol of thought point towards
the rapid strides in the micro processor teclmelogy making
clectronic commmications readily available at our finger tips.
Hith a sophisticated and extensive system of telccommmications
linking teclevision monitors to computers they belicve that man
of tomorrow need not travel to his work, Work will travel to
him insdead. Work can be done at home with tclevisicn monitors
linking him to his fellow workers and with access to a central
cemputer storing all the information required for his work,
This would lead to scme reduction in travel during the peak
hours, Even the traditional weekend shopping trip may no
lcnger be necessary. Goods can be bousht throush the telem
visicn monitor which will be linked to all major shopping
centres, Having chosen the goods he wants to buy, his shopping
bill will be ~utematically accounted for im his bank accounte

If indeed 211 this takes place and on a large scale,
it may bc the very amswer $o our traffic congestion problem.
Whether it will take placc fast enough and solve our congestion
problem in the 1990s is difficult to say today. When it does
take place, howcwer, it will have a profound influence on the
urban structure of our cities, It will have an cven greater |

influence on urban transpertation. There arc people, however,
who disagree with this scenario and arc confident 'l:'ha.t the
need to have personal face~tomface contact will cverride the
convenicnee cof speaking and meeting through the television
nmoniter, They argue by analogy that man's need to travel
have not diminished since the invention of the %clephone scme
100 years agc. UWhat the telephone has done instead is o
increase his working cfficioncy and as a result the volume of
ecencmic activity hss increased.rapidly. I suppose there are
good gromds for beth argunents, '

If ycu think all this a little far-fetched, therc are
even more escleric designs for the future. As early as the
1960s, several visions of the cities cf tomexrow began Ho
emerge from a group cof British architects through their scmee
what wayward magazince called "Archigram®. Onc of thesc was a
#plyug=in city" where individually self=contained living capsules
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seuld be plugred cut from cne city super structure, transported

snd plugged in to another city super structure. Man would
live, work ~nd play within the super structure., There would
be nc need for freguent travel, His living capsule will
follow him if he changes . job from eity 4o city. Wot tc be
outdone, some of the cities of tomcrrow were alsc envisaged
¢ be completely mobile. This so=called "walking city" could
move by-itself - the entire city super structure = tc more
favourable locations like nomadic tribesmen sccking new
pastures, TFor thosc of you who look forward to this new
mcbility, the sad nows is that there are not many new pastures

in Singapore for these walking-monsters to move to.

I have drawn all “hesc exemples not as a prediction of
what would happen in the fubturc but mercly to illustrate the
point that there are several ways in which the citics of
tomorrow could develop, some of which are radically diffcerent
from whot oxists today. Uhat all this means tc urban and
transport planners today is difficult to say. As architcots,
hewever, you will have important rcles to playe Even today,
you will have fclt the influonce of modern technclogy in the |
way you work and desisn your buildings. When I was in Burcpe,
I woas showm design and draughting of engineering drawings by
o~ computcrscontrolled machine, It is caba.ble of drawing plans
and elevations and setting out perspective drawings frem any
given angles. It ceculd also produce topographical plans from
sterecscopic aerial photographs, In time to come, all drawings
may be produced this ways roquiring less manpouwer but leading
to greater productivity. This is a minor revolution perhaps, .
but certainly a fore—taste of what can be expected in future.




