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. I believe most of you here are graduntes of Lustralian ,
wiiversities and colleges and since I am of the same background,
I ghall speak freely tonight about a subjeot very close to me and
about my recent visit to Iurope, Canada and the United States
without running the risk of cither deseribing what you already know

woll or of being challenged on matters of faot by more knowledgeable
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The purpose of my visit to these places was to gain firste
hand knowledge of how other cities cope with their transportation
problems, I had embarked on it amidst some rather imteresting
discussion between Mr Hansen and his team of Harvard professors and
the provious group of consultants, Wilbwr Smith and Associates about

‘ vhether an alim~bus or a buserail system would be better for Singapore
in the 1990%s. Before relating my impressions, a word of cautiont
There arc as many differing schools of thought on urban transportation

a8 therce arc transport planncrse So thore are different and diverse

meny lessons we can lJearn from themj the trick, if there is one, is
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rolavant, and discard those that merely cloud the issuce

. If we choosc our transport system by emulating that of the
Wosty there is little goubt we will build = MRT, 411 the citjes I
visited = Paris, 1ille, Marseille, Brussels,, Toronto, Hontreal,
Ltlanta, San Francisco, Chicago and New York, had or are building one
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fomm of rail MRT or ancthere But all with different reasonse if
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t$ransportation requirements are the only consideration, I think

only Paris, Chicago and New York have good recazsong to justify
the existence of their MRT systems., All three are very large
cities and started operating MRT's in the days when the bullock
carbs still roamed our streets « New York in 1868, Chicago in
1892 and Paris at the turn of this century, Their population has
since grown rapidly - from three to 17 million in New York, two
4o nine million in Paris and one to seven million in Chicagoe I
have often wondered whether these cities could have grown so
rapidly and to such a scale if the MRT had not been buili,some
100 years agoe Since there is no way of knowing for sure, one
would be better off ro-phéasing the questiont Can these cities
function properly today without the MRT? I suspect that the more
than three million daily commuters on either the New York Subway
or the Paris Metro will all say "mo". It is not difficult to
imngine how these cities will be like if tho MRT conmuters are
suddenly transferred #o buses and cars running on already congesteé.
roadse

.

On the other hand, there are other oities with fairly
small populaticn for which an MRT may not scom necossary - onec
million in Idille and l.4 million in Marseille, Why then do they have
the MRT here? I was told, for political reocsons - it was a matter
of prestige and of enhancing the city's image so as to improve
the quality of lifes If Paris and Lyon could have MRT's ~ why not
1ille and Marseille, Although this may not be a very good reascen
and should not be faken as an indictment of their social and
political policies, it nevertheless goes to show how oﬂmr
oonsiderations affcct the MRT issues In tinme to come, say 50 years
from now, the social and urban structure of Lille and Marseille
will be changed with the MRT and their population,may grow at the
same rate as Paris or New York. Later historians, with the benefit
of hindsight, can then judge whether it was a good or bad thinge

In betwcen these two extremes are a host of other exampless
In Brussels, the Metro has been the result of z rather natural and
logical series of events, Brussels had inherited a system of trams
built some 80 years ago operating in mized traffice. The natural
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ted for exelusive use by trams
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Having dug the tunnels, it was relatively simple 4o increasc tho
ocapacity of the system 'bv substituting MET troins for trams. i

On the other haud, in the fmerican oities of Atlanta and
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x:an L‘T(.JIGJ.BGU, the main réason 10T Du;x..l.m.ng +he MRT was to persme

the motorist to leave his car behind and cztoh a train instead and
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was partly due to the personal zeal of the mnyor, the same mayor
and +ha 1Q'7K Olvmnd Ao

67 and the 1976 Olympics
.

¥hat lessons can we learn from thesc citices? The first,
I would say is that an MET has a tremcndous influence in shaping
the growth and development of a citye Nouhere is this more evident
fthan in Torontos From the air, one can guess the MRT alignment by
thie cluster of higherise development in and around the underground

stationss JAnother good oxamp.l.e is Homtreal vhere there is nma.!..ty

an entire city wderground with airconditioned shops liming-th

shopping complexese

What is perhaps not elear in 211 this whother the devalops
ment that takes place around MRT station is at the expense of .
other arezs or whether it is a net increment which would not have
taken place ,without {he MRT, UWhichever school of thought you
subsoribe to, however, does not really matier in land-hungry Singaporee

iven if the MRT is only a local magnet for commeroizl development
viich would have $aken place elsewhere in Singapore, its atiracticns
would mean that land in other areas can be freed for other developw
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ment, especially for recreational and 1

No discussion todsy on urban transporfation in Singapore
would be complete without some mention of express buscs and I shall
desoribe bricfly my impression of them in New Yorke Here there is
a sorvice with express buses carrying commubers from as far as 112 km
awey in Hew Jersey travelling along OXPTOSSURYS most of the times

cosce/lde




4

Lbout 4 km from the terminal, all the expresa buses converge on to
one single bus lane running in a contra=flow direstion from the
rest of the traffice Every morning teams of workmen would be busy
plooing bollards all along the expressway to segregate the bus
imne from the other lanes, This exclusive hus lane continues into
the Lincoln Tunnel and 211 the way afier that to the miltimstorey
bus terminal complex in Manhattane

The express bus I travelled in started from a parkeand-
rido facility in North Bergen in New Jersey non=gtop to the
Monhattan terminal 8 m awaye Total travelling time excluding
boarding and aligh.ing was 19 minutes giving an average speed of
about 25 kmphe

If we were living in a couniry as big as Lustralia, there
would be very little, significance in wanting to maximise land usee
In Singapore however, it is of great importance. By making maximum
use of land, whether for commercial development in the Central |,
area or for residential and recreational purposes in the suburbs,
we would in the long run increase the overall real estate value
of Singapore. There is strong evidence elsewhere that an MRT will
be able to do this with good resulits, UWhether it will also provide
the transportation answer in the 1950%s and beyond is currenily a
bore of contention bebtween two groups of oonsultantse You have

watohed and listened to their views in the newspapers and on

television and must have drawn your own conclusionse It has provided

much food for thoughts But we need not agonise ourselves on the

subjcot over dinner tonights This is an issuc where the choice is

not between the devil and the deep blue seaj rather it is like the

man who has to choose between a modern painting ¢r an old jade carvinge
Whioch particular artifact will enhance his imapge, his standing among
his poers and improve his quality of life? If he chooses correctly,

i} noy even turn out to be a good business investment in the long
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