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The Censorship Review Committee, headed by Professor 
Tommy Koh, recently commissioned the Price Waterhouse Management 
Consultants to do a survey on the "Changing Moral Values and 
Public Perception of Certain Printed, Audio and Visual 
Materials". The survey confirmed what we have known for a long 
time, that the moral attitudes of Singaporeans are basically 
Asian and conservative. Ours is not the liberal Western society, 
nor given to permissiveness and excesses. 

Some are surprised, almost shocked, by the results of 
the survey. A few were quick to criticise the sample size or the 
methodology. Some quarters even condemned what they labelled the 
'hypocrisy' factor in the responses of those surveyed. They 
welcome the relatively liberal attitudes of those with tertiary 
education as accurate, but chose to fault, disbelieve or ignore 
the findings on the conservative attitudes of the majority. 

No survey of this nature can be all encompassing or 
totally comprehensive. But it does give a reasonably accurate 
gauge of public opinion or attitudes on moral issues. We must 
not reject the survey out of hand, or pick and choose, believing 
only those parts we like. We should also see it, in perspective, 
as a survey on Singaporean attitudes, not what they do or will 
do in a given situation. 

Rather than being perplexing or confusing, many will 
find the survey results to be clear and reassuring, indicating 
that Singaporeans prefer to set high moral standards for 
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themselves. Singapore society is indeed more conservative than 
the impression one may get from the English media. 

Singaporeans may not always live up to the standards 
they set, but they know what is right and wrong. It is one thing 
for some people to have mistresses; it is another for people to 
parade their partners openly and undermine the institutions of 
marriage and the family. 

The survey gives a fairly good picture of the moral 
compass of a cross-section of Singaporeans, and shows the 
preferences of Singaporeans and what they consider to be socially 
acceptable norms of behaviour. It indeed confirms that the 
majority of Singaporeans want a wholesome environment in which 
they can bring up their children. 

No analyst or policy maker can afford to ignore the 
findings of this survey. One may call this the middle ground of 
the HDB heartland. We must give due consideration to the 
preferences of the moral majority, or the silent majority, in the 
HDB heartland, and not just pamper the more vocal minority. 

Perhaps the liberals fear that the Censorship Review 

l Committee will take the survey seriously. But if the majority 
of the population say explicitly that they do not want Playboy 
or Penthouse sold in Singapore, why should their wishes be 
disregarded? 

The point that emerges from this survey is that we 
should not ape the West blindly, though we cannot be totally 
immune from its influence. We have our own cultural values and 
traditions, and should pick and choose to adopt what is 
appropriate in our context. 

It is against our interest to make Singapore society 
more permissive. Government policy should foster conservative 
Asian values. 
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"Liberals" in the media should not exploit their 
positions to propagate their views and open up Singapore society, 
e.g. the article in BT Executive Lifestyle (8-9 August 92). They 
must understand their social responsibility. 

This is a matter for Singaporeans to decide. The BT 
article cited Dr David Throll, "a psychologist who lectures at 
the National Institute of Education" to comment on the survey. 
David Throll is a New Zealander. Is he an expert on surveys in 
Asia? He is entitled to his views and to express them, but 
Singaporeans should get rid of the colonial mentality of not 
accepting things to be true until someone from the West 
pronounces them so. 

Unfortunately, some still suffer from the colonial 
mentality, though Western imperialism has been officially buried. 
There remains this intellectual subservience or slavery to the 
West. 

All said and done, we should leave it to the Censorship 
Review Committee to deliberate and decide on the guidelines, 
without fear or favour, and unfettered by any preconceived ideas. 
They should be left free to interpret and form their own 
conclusions. and to make their recommendations. 

Thank you. 

LABOUR/PASaugl5.'92 



SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT PRESS RELEASES 

DISTRIBUTION LIST 

1 Mr Yatiman Bin Yusof, Parliamentary Secretary 
(Foreign Affairs) GVT 047 

2 Mr Lim Boon Heng, Senior Minister of State (MT11 GVT 090 

3 Dr Yeo Ning Hong, Minister for Defence GVT 200 

4 Mr Ch'ng Jit Koon, Senior Minister of State GVT 234 
(Community Development) 

5 Dr Ahmad Mattar, Minister for Environment GVT 080 

6 BG George Yeo, Second Minister for Foreign GVT 049 
Affairs 

7 Mr Harun A Ghani, Political Secretary, Ministry GVT 710 
of Home Affairs 

8 Library Officer, Auditor-General Office GVT 370 

9 Library. Ministry of Education GVT 036 

10 

10a 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Mr Lee Chiong Giam, 
Chief Executive Director (PA) 
Mr Soon Low Boon, Library (PA) 

Library, Parliament House 

National Archives 

Mr Aziz Champion, Ministry of Law (PS's copy) 

Budget Division, Ministry of Finance 

Mrs Elain Swinn-Tan, Head, Public Relations, MOL 

Economics Dept, MAS 

PSD, Ministry of Finance 

GVT 615 

GVT 251 

GVT 237 

GVT 125 

GVT 052 

GVT 168 

GVT 721 

GVT 111 

18 The General Manager, Board of Commissioners of GVT 611 
Currency 

19 Library, Ministry of Community Development GVT 235 

20 Commissioner for Lands, Land Office, GVT 463 
Ministry of Law 



Library, Jurong Town Corporation GVT 390 

Public Relations Dept, Ministry of Home Affairs GVT 137 

Resource Centre, Ministry of Trade S Industry GVT 091 

Public Relations Dept, VITB GVT 480 

Registry Supervisor, Ministry of National GVT 240 
Development 

The Chairman, Singapore Institute of Standards GVT 325 
and Industrial Research 

Librarian, NTUC Research Unit GVT 351 
PA to Mr Ong Teng Cheong, Deputy Prime Minister 

Mindef Library GVT 207 

Director, Community Relations Dept, Ministry of GVT 470 
Community Development 
(Kindly make copies and distribute to all the secretariats) 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defence GVT 560 

Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister for Labour & GVT 205 
Second Minister for Defence 

Dr Tay Eng Soon, Senior Minister of State for GVT 030 
Education 

Mr Wong Kan Seng, Minister for Foreign Affairs GVT 044 
Mr Peter Ho, DS (SEA) Min. of Foreign Affairs GVT 044 

Dr Richard Hu, Minister for Finance GVT 017 

Mr Yeo Cheow Tong, Minister for Health S GVT 172 
Minister for Community Development GVT 230 

Mr Sidek Bin Saniff, Minister of State for GVT 680 
Education 

Mr J. A. Nathan, Globalink, TDB GVT 817 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
27a 

l 

30 

31 

32 

33 
33a 

34 

36 

37 


