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SPEECH BY MR LEE YIQK SENG, SEJIOR PARLIANTNTARY
SECRETARY (NATIOMAL DEVELOPMEHIT), AT THE OFFICIAL
OPENING OF THE NEW MARSILING f”)"‘ JWITY CENTRE AT
WOODLAMDS WEW TOWM OM SATURDAY, 26 JUNE 19°2 AT & PM

It gives me grezt pleasure to be herw Bhis -venirg to
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. officiate the opening of th2 Marsilire Cormuni
" The nzw community centre is not wily a be=auhifully d-sizned

and well eguipped building, it is alse o lan v which stands

as 2 living testimory to the cooperalive spirii sud eoierprise
cf the governmant and the people in th community.

The proj=ct costs about $2 millisn wish approxim=izly $1.5
million contributed by the government =nd zbout &3 y:zillg’on, raised
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Yd donated by the constituents. The uzjor i g of wxpznditurs
include construction cost about $1.75 millicr; znd Furniture and
fixtures about $250,000. The centre hos a wide rangs of mod-rn
sports and recreational facilitics, such as @« buskotbnll court,
sipak tavraw court, study room, maeting room, hom classroom,

. fitness room, photo-processing dark room, music room, squash court,
twn kindurearten classrooms and a dancs studio for music ond
danca lovurs.

It is thercfore a good plac: for residents to r.lax and

zatertain thomsslves, or simply, just to wmesl a-w friends and

forge old acquaintances.

As the country progresses, the d velopmnt of community centres
in Singapore has also snterwd into o wodern phas.e, Today, not only
do we see batbor-cquipped community contras, we 1lso sxpact to sco
a much mor:s sophisticated and responsibl: nanzgoment in Bhe running
of tho contres. The old managemant styl. sultable for running
amzll community contrss with simple a2ctivicios iz no Zongsr
adoguat:,  Modsrn managoment of communiby contrss domands continuous
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improvements in the prograrmes, innovation of ideas and acti-
vitizs, and enlightencd managrment in approaching new challenges.

In organising and promoting community activitizs, the
Citizens' Consultative Committees, the Residents' Committees,
and the Community Centre Management Commaitteszs all have an
important role to play. While each of thcm may have a different
set of programmss and prioritiss, scme mzy be wmore involved with
welfare development such as fund raising for community activities,
award of scholarships and bursaries to studsnis in the commumity;
others may be involved vith social and recreationzl activities
to promote a more healthy mind and body, znd still othurs moy
concentrate on activities which improve the enviromment by pro-
moting social harmony and neighbourliness, They are all there to
sairve the zencral interests.

Withir cur constituency, therefore, the three committees are
all there to serve our residents and promote their wclfare, For
the sz2ke of harmony and'neighbourliness, I sincerely hope that
each of the committee members can give of his best, so that all
can work togethey to idmtify our residents® necds, orgznise
programmes and activities to meet thouse needs, and encourage
perticipation in the programmes, so that eventually we will have
a community centre that can be said to¢ have played 2 great part
in improving our lifestyle and living snvironment.

It is now: my pleasure to officially daclare open the
Mopsil ng Community Centre. I have no doubt that under the
guidance of our RC. CCC and CCMC, the community centre can grow
and develop steadily.




