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SPEECH BY MR LEE YIOK SEQG:‘%E%HIETT#ETﬂEMtﬂTARY
SECRETARY (NATIOMAL DEVELOPMENT), AT THE OPENING
OF THE CRIME PREVENTION EYHIBITION AT BLOCE 22

129 AN S AR PR Ll

MERSILING DRIVE, ON SUNDAY, 7 MABCH 1982 4T 10 AM

Singepore, compared with other cities, has managed to keep
the crime rate relatively low. This is due, in no small measurs,
to the alertness of the police force which has sscured over the
last few years a greater degree of cooperation from the citizens.
But we cannot afford te be complacent. As long as human beings
group together, thers is always the odd =lcment who, for one
rzason or another, breaks the rules that govern how the community
should behave for the common good. Thus, in Bukit Panjang con-
stitucncy, thore were 171 cases of common crimes committad in
1921 comparcd with 142 casss in 1980, an increas: of soms 20 per
cent. Ths most common crimcs are robbory, houschraaking, out-

raging modesty, motor vehicle thofts and cases of vandalism.

preventing crime.  Left on its own, the nolice's offectd
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in this arca is relativaly restricted.

Thz best way the public can play the part in crime prevention
is to be aware of, and practise, cortairn simpls concepts. For this
reasen, this exhibition is brought right to tho doorstep of our
constitucnts to provide thom with tho know-how to prevent crime.
This uxhibition, jointly organiscd by th: Jurong Police Station
and the Bukit Panjang Residents' Committo. Zonc A and B, is
comprehensive and details the various provontive measurss known

to be affective.

The highlight ....2/-



The highlight of the exhibition is the ¥uighbourhood “atch
Scheme. Being z mutual assistancs scheme; 1T scsks to creste
a czring neighbourhood where residents from each group look
after each other's family znd unattended properiy. Through the
scheme, we hope to minimise the opportunity for crimc by rzising
the lavel of alertness of thé residonts,

To sustain interest in ths schem:, the polics have recently
introduced a n:zwsletter ¢ntitled "Crime in Your Maighbourhood®.
This newslztter is being sent to lkaup members abrsast of the
crime situations in their n2ighbourhood and inform them of the

ways to prevent crime.

In our constituency, more Meighbourhosd HWatch Groucs can bo
formed. 1 have no doubt thzt after the sxhibition; our cone
stituents will sesk the assistance of tho Jurong Polics Station
Lo set up the Uatch Groups. BRC nembers and myself will also

be more than ready to help in their formation.

May I now taks the opportunity to thank =11 those who

have in one way or a2nother halped to make this cxhibition a
success. I have no doubt that the knowledge imparted will be

put to zood use by our constitucnts,.




