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SPEECH BY THE CHIEF MINISTER, DR. LIM 
YEW HOO::K:, AT THE OPENING OF THE NINTH 
INT'Lill~"ATIOHAL SALON OF 1-:iHQTOGRAPHY AT 
THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL ON FRIDAY 9 

ili'.t__FEBRU.AJ1¥-L.J.958...t_ ._~T 5. 30 P. M. 

You ho.ve been kincl. enough to ask me 0£1.ce mo1:ie to open 
your Inter'na ti oti.al S2.lon. of' Pho·cog1:iaphy and I am happy to ace e3YG, 
and to hnve the opportu.11ity of cong1:iatulat:L11g you on tlus ni11th 
exhibition. Yom:i PJ'ogp,ss iias bce1.1 steady both in the sta11de.1:irl 
' .i' you:i:i exh:L h:L ts ancl. the 1:ia.nge from which they come. You have 
e2J:11ecl. place in om:i cultu1:10.l calendar• a11.d have cot1.tributecl. your' 
crGative p1;u:it to the w:i.cl.eJ: life of ouJ'.' settled cotmmu1.:Lty. You' 
hs.ve made sure that om: Singa2Jo1:1e home has pie tm:es of' the 
h:Lglrnst stanrJ. a1:icl. on its wr.lls - a11.cl. I am happy to see J:1.0t 01.1ly- o.n 
the walls of' houses ancl. offices and cii1.emas, but now of ouJ: 
Inter1.1ational AiJ:J?Ol"t. 

" This Salo11 :Ls 11ot only a cl.ay i11 om: Si11gapore cultu1:ial 
cnlencl.m:1 , but a dJ.y :Ln t1.1e ijTGeJ'.'natio1.1al calendar of practi tio110J.'S 
~f the photographer 's a~~. In t hi s you h~ve played your part in 
bu:Ucl.i11.g up a more bnlo.11cec1. pi c tu1"e o:f:' us overseas . The cl.evil 11.1 
·J_s is always betteI' 1.1ews than thG ongel is us, ancl. cer"i.;ai11ly tha1l 
the g1:ieo. teJ: part of' us Hh:L ch is nei theJ'.' cl.evil no 1: a11.gol , but jw.:; t 
humnll as we live ou1:i lives with the huma11 tale11ts a11cl. the lnim.1n 
oppor-cruu -cics gi ve11 to us. The mo1:ie that g1:ioups such cs yours 
build up the goocl:,Yill of assoc:a "dons ancl. f'1:ri el1d.sh:Lps ove :-s6aG 
i'o1:i SiJ.1gapo1:e, you a1:10 , while following you1:i a1 .. t a:i.tCl. ~rouJ:i :L11cl:L11r_,.~·.Lcll, 
playing yom: :00.1:it too in the new 1i:f:'G o:f:' ou.1:1 cotr!11tm:~ ty. _ 

You have 11ot :U.wi tccl. me he1'.'e as a man behincl. the cameJ:1.: i'Gl."' 
ti' I we1:ie, the r1eoul t vot1.lcl. be h:Lehly origi11.al 1?.}.1.cl. cUi'ficul t to e)v e 
a cl.ist:L11ct :Lve t:i.tle "co . No1:i ha.ve you asked me as a man in front '):f 
the came1:in. But I can cla:Lm to be here as one who stands i11. f' 1:10.nt 
of the i':Ln:Lshecl. p1:1ccluct to admi1:ie and gladly p1"aiso. Yvithin E.ae:h 
fici.mo in this h2ll is a u11i t of eloc_1_uent experience '-'~ti:Lch i.1eo<10 JlO 
vo1:bal 1"eini'o1:ccmcnt f'1:01T. me. We are he1"e to mee"c a.i.1.cl. 1:0spo11d to 
~:neir a.ppeal :i.11. tl1ei1" c,·,m language - "che language of light. J?Dc ·co-

g1:3.phy li to1:ally mo(:i11.s - w;:1:L ting :L11. light. A11cl. whnt better lan1tLx;1. gc 
coulcl. the1:ie be~ Afte1:1 11 Vie can bo2"1:ow the ·1hJ:1ase of Si1:i Str.1.:m.'r; J:(1 
Raf'i'los himself and cl,0f'i11e ou:i:i aim as one to write the his"co1:y of 
Singapm:ie in 11 c hnN ctors oi' light". 

You hmre your cameras and ~you can wri-ce s,~ucl.ies of om:i-
,; cl ves an.cl. our 1if'c WJ::i. t to11. in 1:Lght - in the light of the po1:'-
co:1ti ve a1:itist in you ncl. in T,ho rJeepei1.iJ.1.g glow of' the 1vw light of 
d_ cizensh:Lp Hi l,h its gr".:-Wi.i.1.g stJ:0ngth ancl. stinuro amo11g us. 

It gives mo the greatest nlea sure to welcome and declare 
c11is ex~:ib:L tion OJ)G1.1. i'OJ: ot,.r r:l.e1:ig ht. 

February ~l , 1958. (Time i ssuecl. 1400 houro) 
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