8 y par AL
tngapore Government .

PRESS RE ASE

/ Informatlon DIVISIOII Mmlstry of C‘ulture C/ty Hall Singapore 061 7 . te/ 33787.97 ext. 352.353, 354/336‘2207/ 3’362277

01-1/82/05/08

SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT, MR C V DEVAM NAIR, AT THE SINGAPORE
BUDDHIST VESAK DAY CELEBRATION' AT THE NATIONAL THEATRE ON
SATURDAY, 8 MAY 10382 AT 7,30 P

For countless millions in Asiz, the birth of the Bnlightened
ne is the most sacred of days. For this ochre-robéd monk, who
renounced a kingdom in favour of a begging bowl and staff, has
exsrcised an infinitely greater influenc on the thought and conduct
of innumerable generations of people on this conbtinent, than all the
kings and emperors, warlords and generals, politicians and merchants
put together.

The Buddha's teachings and percuptions have left their gentle
influence and benadiction on mvery important sphere of life - in
government and politics, as well as in the art, sculpture, painting

and literature of all the great nations of East Asia, Scuth Asiz, and
South-East Asia,
It was clearly no ordinary ligh® that blazed up sn the Asian

firmament some 2,500 years ago, and continues to provide spiritual
sustenance to millions of human beings in Asia and beyond,

All the greazt religious traditions of the world, which we
in Singapore are heirs to, have each made its own unique contribution
to our society. The Buddhist tradition is no sxception. The
compassion, and the absence of bigotry and narrownsss in matters
spiritual, which characterise the Buddha's teachings, are also of
unique significance and value in a multi-religious socisty like ours.

The liberation of MNirvana which He anvisaged was not to be
cncapsulated in any exclusive dogma or belisf, On.the contrary, He
taught that it is the conssquance of risnt esnduct and right aspiration,
as laid down in the Eight-Fold path.
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Buddhlsts hold that the Supreme. erenit
certitudes which escape or exceed: normal humank\xperlence an per-‘
ceptions. Those who have followed his teachmngs hav 'achieved'a‘
calm gladness of mind, gentleness, silence, elf-controlzan a
purifying of the whole temperament.,

Honest sceptics concede that even if the péﬁbebﬁiahé/of”men'
of the spirit like the Buddha were no more than dreams, there have
been, nonetheless, only a very few persons on our benighted planet,
who have dreamed equally noble dreams., And if we have to dream, far‘ . .
better for us and for our fellowmen, if we dreamed noble dreams,
rather than sordid ones.

‘I do not count myself among the SCéptics,'fcrfI~h61d?a11¥théil
great men and women of the spirit in equal reverence..
with all Buddhists 1n paylng homage to the illustrlous membry and
teachings of the Buddha on this Vesak Day.




