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Two weeks ago at the RC/SBC Road Show held here in 
MacPherson I announced that we had launched the second phase 
of our Civil Defence recruitment exercise. It was to cover 
the rest of our residents concentrating in particular on the 
recruitment of our housewives. It was to be a massive 
exercise conducted by way of house to house visits by 

Residents' Committee (RC) members and other community 
leaders. Our objective is to get almost every housewife to 
learn how to use a fire extinguisher. 

Today's large gathering of women volunteers from 
MacPherson for this first demonstration-cum-training session 
on how to use the fire extinguisher clearly shows that the 
response to the recruitment exercise is overwhelming. 
is most encouraging and should ensure the success of our 
Civil Defence build-up of civilian volunteers not only in 
MacPherson, but also in other constituencies. I understand 
that to date nearly 3,000 of the women residents in 
MacPherson have volunteered. We expect more to join in. 

our women volunteers must form the major component Of 
our civilian volunteer Civil Defence Force. This is because 
in the event of war or armed conflict, all our men who are 
combat fit will be away at the battle front. Further, as a 
result of the growing destructive power of modern weapons 
causing widespread devastation , more and more civilians are 
killed in their homes. The ratio of civilian to m ilitary 
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casualties rose from 1:20 in the First World War to 10:1 in 
the various wars between 1950 and 1980. Thus, in the event 
of war, women who remain at home will have to bear the brunt 
of the casualties. It is therefore crucial that we should 
get more and more women involved in Civil Defence. We need 
to prepare and train them to help themselves and each other 
in the event of such a disaster. Only in this way can we 
prevent panic and ensure orderly evacuation and thus 
minimise loss of lives and property. 

The Civil Defence training we give to our housewives 
will also be extremely useful to them to meet hazards and 
emergencies such as fires in their homes. According to 
statistics from our Fire Service, for a period of 15 months 
ending 31 March 1980, out of 1,336 fires occurring in 
buildings in Singapore, 944 or 70 per cent of the cases 
occurred in homes. As for injuries and deaths caused to 
housewives and their family by these fires, in 1982 there 
were 55 injured and one dead. For the past two months of 
1983, eight persons were injured by fires in homes. Most of 
these fires could have been put out and prevented from 
causing injury and further damage if the person at home had 
and was able to use a fire extinguisher. 

The objective of our present exercise is to teach 
almost every housewife how to use a fire extinguisher. It 
is very easy to learn and will not take much time as will be 
demonstrated here for all to see. I understand that today 
more than 500 housewives will be taught how to use a fire 
extinguisher. Each of them will not take more than one to 
two minutes to learn how to extinguish a fire. The fire 
extinguisher that will be used is the BCF type. Its sine is 
no bigger than a large size can of insect spray which 
housewives use against cockroaches in the kitchen. Its 
gross weight is only two kilos which is much lighter than 
the usual weight of purchases which our housewives carry 
home in their marketing basket. It is a simple-to-operate, 
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m u l t i -purpose l ight f ire ex t ingu isher  th a t is u s e d  
n o w a d a y s . 

I h a v e  desc r ibed  in  d e tai l  th e  f ire ex t ingu ishers  in  
u s e  n o w a d a y s  in  order  to  d ispe l  th e  m isconcept ion th a t f ire 
ext ingu ishers  a r e  heavy  a n d  bulky  th ings  wh ich  th e  a v e r a g e  
housew i fe  h a s  n o t g o t th e  s t rength to  carry  a n d  o p e r a te . 
It is t rue th a t th e  o ld  m o d e l ex t ingu ishers  a r e  b i g g e r  a n d  
heav ier .  T h e  p r e s e n t B C F  ex t ingu isher  uses  a  chemica l  
agent .  It c a n  b e  u s e d  aga ins t al l  typ e s  o f f ires inc lud ing  
th o s e  c a u s e d  by  oil, g a s  a n d  electricity wi thout  pos ing  a n y  
d a n g e r  to  th e  user .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , oi l  f ires shou ld  n o t 
b e  p u t out  by  us ing  w a te r  fo r  it cou ld  sca ld  th e  p e r s o n  
d o i n g  it. 

Bes ides  c lear ing  th e  m isconcept ions I w o u l d  also  l ike 
to  revea l  w h a t p lans  w e  a r e  cons ider ing  in  m a k i n g  ava i lab le  
f ire ex t ingu ihsers  a n d  a t a  cost low e n o u g h  fo r  every  
h o u s e h o l d  to  b e  a b l e  to  a ffo r d  th e m . A t the  m o m e n t  th e  
m a r k e t pr ice  o f a  B C F  ex t ingu isher  is a b o u t $ 7 5  e a c h . T o  
lower  th e  costs, th e  M inistry o f H o m e  A ffa i rs is th ink ing  o f 
pu rchas ing  th e m  in  bu lk  o n  c o n s i g n m e n t th r o u g h  s o m e  a g e n c y  
a n d  in  con junc t ion  with th e  Civil D e fe n c e  C o m m a n d  a n d  R C s  to  
re tai l  th e m  a t n o n - p r o fit r a tes. w e  a re  a lso  cons ider ing  
s o m e  fo r m  o f a r r a n g e m e n t to  b e  m a d e  fo r  th e  ex t ingu ishers  to  
b e  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  p a i d  fo r  by  way  o f smal l  instalments.  O n e  
o f th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f th e  latest m o d e l o f ex t ingu ishers  is 
th a t th e y  c a n  b e  k e p t a lmos t i n d e fini tely wi thout  th e  n e e d  
fo r  regu la r  re fill o r  servic ing. H o w e v e r , th e  M inistry o f 
H o m e  A ffa i rs th r o u g h  th e  F i re  Serv ice  is a lso  study ing  h o w  
it c a n  o rgan i se  a  p r o g r a m m e  to  serv ice a n d  re fill f ire 
ex t ingu ishers  a t low costs. 

As  a  fo l l ow-up  o f to d a y 's d e m o n s tra t ion-cum-t ra in ing 
sess ion o n  th e  u s e  o f f ire ext inguishers,  a  bas ic  f ire- 
fig h tin g  t ra in ing p r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n  dev ised  fo r  housew ives  
w h o  b e c a u s e  o f o th e r  c o m m i tm e n ts c a n n o t s p a r e  th e  tim e  to  b e  



a volunteer in the Volunteer Civil Defence Units (VCDU). It 
will be just a one-session training of about 45 minutes 
which includes a film show on fire hazards in the kitchen. 

for housewives will immediately be introduced to the rest of 
the 14 constituencies in the pilot scheme. The housewives 
of MacPherson can thus be proud to have set a good example 
for the rest of Singapore to follow. 

In conclusion I would like to commend the Macpherson 
Civil Defence Co-ordinating Committeer the RCS and other 
community leaders for the magnificent effort they have put 
in to make it possible for this massive turnout of women 
residents of Macpherson to participate in our National Civil 
Defence effort. 


