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The HacPherson Comwinity Cantrz dees tha psople of
macPherson vroud ifor being bestowsd the Community Centre
merit Awara 1582, aAn extract in the citatioa for the Awara
reacs: "The new wecPherson Cowmunity Centre began operation
inm April 1931. Under tha able leadership of the Community
Centre vanagazment Coumittes (CCwuC) the cantre oraanised
nuzerous and varied activities for thz residents. During
tne year, the centre conductad 120 cultural, 7ocational and
¢aucational classes for over 2,000 particinmants. 1In
addition, more than 100,00U peonle were involved in many
sportes activities and 64 ad hoc functions organisz2d by the
centre. Of the sia sub-comiittees and four interast groups
set up by the anagoment Committee, the Acrobatic Troupe and
the Senior Citizens' Cluo were among the most activae." I
would like to highly cowmend the CCI«C a3 those who have put
in the cffort to wmakas this possibla.

Tais awar? should also giva much satisfaction to all
those who have contributeu in terms of effort or fund
raising towards the builaing of this naw centre. Within
less than two years of oneration our new cantre has been
able 0o fulfil our hich hopes and exvactations of baing very
mueh wore than just a fine bailding which is four to five
timrs lerqgar than thae olid canire. In my swpeech at the

cfficial opening of the new centre I saia that it wust be




more than "a place that attracts peoplas who go there to
attznd cooking or sewing classes, play table tennis or
baskethall. It must also attract persons to the centre who
can ranGey comiuunity service. In other words, it wmust do
nore in the £i:l1d of social and cowwunity davelopwent and
welfare projacts. This it has dona and dona well.

The centra's Senior Citizens' Club has the largest
nembzrship amongst all cornunity centres. Pormed in 1980
with only a membership of 20 it has now azbout 220 mambers.
It is also one of the most active. Besides organising a
full programme of activities to keen themselves fit and
occuniad, they heve also don2 community and welfare work by
relping the less fortunate. They have a choir which has
become w2ll known in Singaporz. Thz choir has given
‘werformances in a nwader of community centres as well as at
the Hom2s for the Agaed. They have thus dumonstratad that
although our sc¢nior citizens may be retired they can still
b: activae and useful and can continue to make a meaningful
contribution to our societv.

Another fine examnle of what the MacPherson
Coamunity Coittre has <one in the field of comaunity
Jdevalomment is the support it gave towards the formation of
the WacPherson aAcrobatic Troup.o, The tacPharson Acrobatic
Troune was formed in 1277. It started off with a Dragon
pancse Troupe with a membership of 30 youths. It has now
expanazd its activitics to include Lion Dance and
Stilt-walking. It has now a membership of 128, abhout 70 por
cuent of whon live in the constituoncy. It has become one Gf
the wost successzful acrobatic troupee in Singapore and is
notea for its high staauards of parformanca. The Troupe has
in turn made a significant contribution towards social and
comuunity davoelopment by training zoar of thi boys from the
liucPherson soys' Club o perforsm in thoe nrsgon banca,
Mlempers of the Loys' Club have now taken over tae
performance of the Dragon Dancu.




The MacPherson Community Centre is also involved ia

the management of the MacPherson Eoys' Club. The Chairman
of the CCHC is also the Chairman of the Boys' Club. The
Chairwan of the coentre's Youth Group is a member of the
Boys' Club ranag:zment Committee. Mewmbers of the Boys' Club
&re waelcome to make usae of tha community centrz oremiscs ané
facilities. nmambers of the community centre Youth Group who
are older, are encouraged to volunteer and help to organiss
gam=s and other forms of outdoor activities for members of
the Zoys' Club, Such participation and commitment on their
pDart would sct a good cxample and provide a good nzer group .
influence on the boys.

what I have enumeratea are cxamplcs of what more can
he Gone by coumunity centras in the field of social and
conmunity acveloomwent. “This is particularly important in
our udB nzighbourhoods where woe are still in the process of
breaking up impersonal attitudes, bringing about greater
social intcoractions among residents and goatting them
together into cohesive eommunitizs. Although most of our
0B neignbournouas already have the Residents"Committees
(2Cs) wno are Going A good jop working towards this end, we .
nzeG more indigenous grass-root groups and organisations
catering for different varieties of interests to come up and
spesd un this sroc:iss. With an organisation and the
facilities to offer, our comwaunity cantraes are in the best
nosition to encourage and »romotz the formation of social,
cuttural, athletic and other ¢grass—root interest groups or
orgailsations which can boe diraectly or indirzetly associatod
witn the contres. In doing so our comnunity eentraes will
also contribute towarris enriching the livas of the residonts

of our #HDw naighhourhoods and wmaking them more meaningful.




It is aiso in the HEDE cstates rather than in other
areas -that the comwunity centre facilities are muchini
demand and intensively patronisaed. This is because vefy féw‘
of tha residents in HDB eostates are able to have accass tb}.'
ciubs and other such places to cater for thzir social and ,
recreational nceds. 7Take for oexample, our own new community
centre, the demand for use of its facilities has increased
to such an extent that all the rooms and space of a much
bigger comaunity cuentre have been used un within lass than
two years of operation. This of coursz is also dua to the
good work of those in charge who spared no e«ffort in
organising a programae: of activitizs and classes that weuld
attract residents to participate. The Computer Club is one
good oxample which was startazd six wmonths ago put is now
fast e¢nlarying its membership. The hanagement Committees of
community centres in DB estates are thus entrusted with a
hwavy social responsibility. ’

Finally, I would like to smphasise again thea
imoortant role our comimunity centres can play in social and

community development, particularly in our highrise EDB
estates. Thoe vacPnerson Cowmunity Centre has set a good
example and for which it has been bzstowad the 1582 Herit
Awvard., I hepe they will koeep up their good work aad the
centre will not only continue to be a hive of meaningful
activities but also a placz whore the residents of
nacknerson, irruspective of race, languaga, religion and
ag 2> group, will wake it a peint to gather together to
czlohbrate various oceasions in the year in true comnunity
spirit.




