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AT THE SOTH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE SINGAPORE CHEE
YANG (CHUL SI) KONG HIAY AT NO. 38 AMBER ROAD, SINGLPORE
1543 ON SiTURDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 1980 AT 8.00 P

Today we celebrate the golden jubilee anniversary of the
Singapore Chee Yang (Chun Si) Kong Huaye To do honcur to the memory
of the founding fathers and to make the commemoration meaningful we
should try to derive useful lesscns from our past history that will
give us wisdom and confidence to face the futurs,

The association was founded in 1930. At that time new
immigrants were still coming in large numbers into Singaporc. Une—
restricted immigration from China came to an end only in 1933 through
the introduction of 2 quota system, But substantial numbers stili
same until the outbrezk of the Second World Waxr, Most of the nowr
‘mhigrants were brought in by labour brokers $c¢ supply the labour
a~nrket through an indentured labcur system. Under this system the
cmployer wculd advance their passage money and in return they would
Yo ademtured tc serve him fer a period until they had peid off their
debt by deductions from their wiges.

fis could be expected there was a great deal of molmractices
nd exploitation of these indentured workers by the employers which
whe then colonial govermment did very little to prevent or protecw:
them from, Under thesce circumstances the only avenue open to protect
themselves from the excesses of exploitation was to scek the hely o7

their fellow clansmen thorugh the local clan associaticnse Thus ocue

slan associations performed a very important function in protecting
the interests and promoting the welfare of cur largely immigr-mt
community in those days. This cvoked strong loyalties towards cthnic,
dialeot and clan groups. This was the best way for the varicus cthnaice
~nd dinleet groups to protect their mutual interests and ensure theax
survival under a colonial systcme
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Since then great changes have taken. plaoe in the world and
n Singapore. Ve are zn independent natione We are fast beceminz
~ nedem industrial soc:_le-i:y. Ifost of our people are now born, broel
~md educated in Singapore, Their way of life and werk have chmged.
L7 alsc have their attitudes and interests in life, With independunco
l:yaltics towards cur yowmg Singepore naoticn grew and loyalties
vouards ethnic, dialect ond clan groups begen to diminish., Other
qroup loyalties begon dc form, as diffcrent types of group intercste
tmnt cut through ethmic and dialect lines emerged.

Te prcteet the interests of workersy, we have our modern 4r-dc
unicns whichy wnlike the old trade guilds, are not organised cn
<tinic or dianlect groups. We now have varicus forms of co-operntive
societies catering for different intercsts and organised:on rulti~
racial lincs., Modern business entorprises which want to.be big ar?
cempetitive cammot be rmm and managed on the bas:"l.s of fomily tics.
But whatever chmges we m-ke for develoment and progress we must
acver abandon our reods and iinks with the paste

In 2 way cur cld olan asscciations provide us with this link
with our past history., They are a good example of how our picnucrin:
iorefathers organised themselves for mutual aid and protecticn. o
¢an leam from the way they forged strong loynlties and trust and
¢ ther abiding relationships that enabled them to cvercome adversity,.
"% i this, mor: thwn =nything else, that ensured their swrvival .e
- group. Tt also gawe hom the cenfidence to press ahead and
cventually to mrosper, This is sometling which our youngor generctior
e tend to be individualistic can learn from and benefit by pubting
taeir group interestes, whether that of the corporatiomn they werk for
~ that of the nation, above their individual intorests.

Modern Japan has shown that grour loyelty and trust and the
placing of group interests abeve individual intcrests have enabled
. people to move forward to the heights of success in an inoreasingly
rompetitive worlds Tt has 2lsc shown that while striving to rezeh
the heights of moedemn technology it it also necessary to preserv. scne
« 7 its old cultural traditicns and values that give its people 2 uinae
I purpose and direction,
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However, ocur clan asscciations while preserving their basic
objectives, must change with the timese. They must not oniy externd tie
scope but also change the nature of their activities in keeping uwish
1w develommentse Their welfare activities must not cater cnly for
their fellew clansmen bui alsc bonefit othor necedy and deserving
fullow Singaporeanse In the coming decade the problem of caring
Tor the aged will increase as more of our pecple grow older, It
‘s 4ere that the clan assccinticns can make a significant contributicn
by establishing and rwming hemes for ocur senior citizens. If each
clan associntion is unnble to run its own home for the aged, o fow
o gut tegether and pocl their resources, From their years of
cxzperience of deing welfare work they should have the expertise it
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Our clan associnticns must also come forward to particip-te
nore actively in promoting naticnal causes, For cexample, they should
come out into the forefromt $o support our current "Spoagk lore
mdnrin and less Dialect™ campaigne Since more of their merbers
b:lomg to the older age group and use dialect, their active
inrticipaticn will have greater impact ond provide the impetus to
the cnmpaigne

Finally, il is in this spirit cf change and progress whilo
rreserving our links with the past -nd lea:mihg from it, th~t we c-n
fruitfully commemorate the gollden jubilee onniversary of the Chee
g {Chun Si) Kong Huny, This is the woy forWard tc an oven bottor
-211 more successful fuburce I would like tc wish the associnticon
c ntinued success and proaperity in the years ahoad.




