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SPEECH BY MR A RAHIM ISHLK , SENIOR MINISTER OF ST/1TE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND CHAIRM.i'IN, PAP M!L i'i.Y AFFAIRS BUREliD, 

AT A Mll.B H!JU Rt.YA PM1TY fl.T PEN'I'HOUSE NEGJ\.RJ. 
ON THURSD!.Y, 21 AUGUSJ 19§.Q_JI.T 8.00 PM 

Tonight as we celebrate Hari Raya in the 16th year of our 
Republic's independence and the 26th yc3r of the People's Action Party, 
it mi Bht be not inappropriate for one of the old guard to reminisce n 
little about the early years of our nation and our Party. Both wont 
through acute tri als and tribulations; and the experience tempered t ho 
mottle of the leadors and members and supporters of the PAP. 

The People's Action Party was formed in 1954 during the period 
of the anti-colonio.l struggle. The convenors of the Party were in the 
mo.in 11.on-comrrTI..U1ist democratic socinlists. A few were pro-conrnunist ol1d 

comrmlnist united front leaders. Some of these non-communist conveners 
had been active either as loaders or ~dvisors in trade unions inclu~nc 
the Sinenporo Council of Joint.Action, Postal Uniformed Staff Uniont 
Tolophono Board Workers• Union, tho Medical Workers' Union and a few 
others. The pro-comrrnl.nist and communist founders of tho PAP were 
likewise active in the trade unions. It was acainst this backdrop that 
Male,ys who were either active in tho trade unions or just ordinary mQ.mbera, 

' 
cc.me forward to support the People's Action Party. 

Comrade Lee Kuan Yew, Secretary-General of the Party, was able 
t o clraw Malays into the Party because ho had worked closely with thorn 
in the unions for which he was leenl advisor. They included Mohd Ism'"'il 
bin A Rahim of the Postal Uniform Gd Staff Union, Mohamed ii.riff bin Sure.di, 
Since.pore Telephone Board Workers' Union and Mofradi bin Md Noor of tho 
Modicnl Workers' l)"nion who wns y. member of tho Singapore Council of Joint 
ii.otion. Comr ades Goh Keng Swee, K M Byrne and G Kandasamy wc:mi some of 
tho landers of tho SCJ .A. Bunng Omar Juniel and Wan Daud Enbong , both of 
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tho Singnpore Fa ctory and Shop Workers' ,Uni on, which was under the ill.root 

' influence of the communist United Front, were also members of the PAP 

from its early ciays. Wc.n. Daud is still with us in the Siglap :f3ro.nch 

Comnri. tteeG . Ismail Bachik, of the Postal Uniformed Staff Union, an 

UriNO member, was invited to speak at the inau~vration of the Party at 

the Victoria Memorial Hall on 21 November 1954, which was attended by 

the President of UMNO ~hlaya as well. 

In that period of strucclo for nation~l independence, the 

politically-conscious journali$ts and writers, particularly those in 

tho non-En8].ish languaee media, lent their· support to political mov~ . 
r:1onts and parties which call ed for an end to colonial rule. Utusan 

Molayu was unequivocally anti-colonial in policy and supported the P.cJ-' 

consistently until 1959 when its ownership and control chnneed hands. 

It wns in those circumstances "that journnl:\,sts from the Malay-languo.cc 

press including A Samad Ismail, Othma.n Wok, Baharuddin Ji.riff and others 

found common cause with .tho PAP. Samad Ismail wr 1 one of the convenors 

ns were I smail Rahi~ and Mofradi bin Md Noor. Trusted friends and 

colleagues of convenors who were l a ter associated with the Party included 

1,hme,d Ibrahim of the Nayal Base Local Employees Uni on who l a ter beco..me, 

tho Minister for H~al th, Mo.hrrru.d Awane of the Sing9pore Traction Compnny 1 

Yn 1ncob Ej Mohamed, Roslan Hassan, Ibrahim Othman, Sahora bte Ahmat 

nna others.. Only a handful j-1~ned the Party as convinced social democrats .. 

When formed the PAP was itself a united front comprising the 

social democrats and comrmmists. Most Mo.lays associated with tho socio.list 

Md communist convenors were not aware of this feature of the Party wtil 

several yea rs l a ter. Ono of tho few who did was Samad Ismail. In tho 

c;onero.l eloction1;1 held under the Rendel Consti "\;ution in 1955 and won by 

tho Labour Front, tho government formed under Mr David Marshall invited 

mmo Md MCA reprosontatives to join in a ooalition. This development 

led to the growth of communal parties o.s an extension of the politico.l 

pc1rty arrangement in Malaya which :first broucht together UTIJNO, MCJ.1. and the 

MIC in an alliance in the KL Municipal elections in 1951. In Singapo:re 

some Malays who had earlier rallied round the Malay Nationalist Party, 
I 

which had worked ciosoly with the Comrmuiist Party of ifJalaya until it wns 

pr oscribed in 1948, l e ft the MNP to join the mmo. They probably 

believed that if indepenclence wa s to be a chieved through merger with Mc.lo.ya. 
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tho future would be bright for their as9ocidion with the parent 

or01.'.r1isation in the Peninsula. However, the ardent MNP members did 

3 

not join UMNOo This was the period when comnunal politics in f'b.layo. 

bec;a.n i;o spread to Sincapore. ScUnad Ismail joined the UMNO after tho 

ostt1blishment of the PnP. In 1956 he wns appointed as Permanent Ch~irmc'll 

of mmo Sini:;nporeo In 1958 he went to Kunln Lumpur to work in Bari t o. 

Ifo.1i;m. But then he hacl a different motiyo. He said so in 1976. 

Even in 1959 when the PAP c9nt ested,the ceneral e:}.ecti ons with 

<', view to cnpturing poli tica,l power-, Maleys, by and l a rge, shunned our 
~nrty because they wore still suspicious of its connections with the 

communistso f.r).,olection promise made to the electorate wns tho..t if it 

,-,.ron a majority, the P.L\.P would not take office unless those of its member s 

dotnined under the PPSO were first released~ This only increased fco.r 

of t ho Fii.P nmon[s the i~lays a 9 the detainees were lrJ1own communists o:r 

pro-communi sts~ Nevorthelcss, seven out of n ine Ilia.l ays who contestccl 

on t he PAP ticket won their seats, but mostly wi~'1 slirri majorities. 

Meanwhile, tho .UI\IlfO-MC.L\.-~UC alliance concept had t nkon d9eper 

root runon c the Malnys. than Singnpore2ns of other races. In 1957, Me.lc.y:i.. 

!1ad won independence nnd the .UMNO as seniol'-inost partner was in control 

o:t; the countryc Special privileces. for the Mc.lays in SinE.;apore b0c 21:10 

-!;ho cla rion call of UMNO., Many M~lays lookecl for patronage to UMNO 

l on~ers across the causewayo 'l'.his pattern of thinking hardened as n0roo-
mont was ron.ched with the U:MNO-led l\.llinnce Government on merger \;J). th tho 

Federation of Ma.laysia. In the Refe:cendum o~ mer&er held in 1962 , lfal n~'s 

voted solidly for the Pl\.P~type of merger because they and Sinearore were 

to bo taken into Peninsula Malaysia. +n comparison tho Indians 9 wh0 

comprised 8 per cent .of tho population, dic:l not l9ok outside for pntronaee~ 

'fllose who did not retain t~eir Indian citizenship, decided to carve out 

t heir future by themselves, a loneside their fellow Sineaporeans. 

Notwi thstnnding the attempts by Dr-Il\fO t o woo them, in each, of t he 

crises which rocke,d the Party since 1959 - the, Ong En£5 Guu.11. i ssue, t he 

res ignation of 13 MPs to form Baris.an Socialis, the communal riots i n 

1964 a.nd separation in 1965 - Malnys in the PAP remained completely lo~ral, . 

S0par2..ti on was eo.sily the most outstanding instnnoe of their steadfa.stnesr, 

reason and sincerity o , Indeed not onil.y was Mo.lay support for the Pariiy 

solid and unshnkoable, Sin6apore J',lal ays in general also rejected the offer 
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mncle, to resettle e.':!.ch Malay f amily in ?eninsuln Mnlaysia on 10 acres of 

l nnd, c r atis. So far not nru.ch has boen written to explain this aspect 

of Malay support for the P4P. I feel this is a subject worth l ookine 
' . \ • 

.into more deeply. Earlier, money a.nd stntus were off ered to Mal ay 

members of Pl\.P as inccnti ves t o quit. 1\.11 to no avail. Those who tried 

to seQ,uce PAP Mc1.lays wore una'\)l e to undorstnnd their commitment to tho 

Pnrty, nor the type of soci al, political ancl economic environment in 

which they had been nurturo4,. They probably used as·criteria their own 

rosponses to simila r offers, not r eali~in0 thdt1 othePs could be m~de of 

sterner stuff. 

The r ather abrupt en d to Sinc"p9re' s membership of tho Mal nysi 211 

Federation understa.ndnbly l oft tho Malays confused and confounded. Lt 

first they could not believe that those responsible for expelling Sininpore, 

wore also abandoning tho MBl ays. We in tho P!;,P were quick to reiternte 

t ho need to r ealise that progress for Malays wa~ not in the least doponclont 

· on the communal th;ree-party a rrangement. We stressed the fad thnt not 

only tho survival of the Malays but all Sinec',porenns and tl,le Sta te of 

SinGnpore,its elf depended on a common pursuit of knowl oclf,e , acquisition 

of sk;ills, in science and technology in orcler to expand and intensify t he 

industri alisati on programme which .f ortunately had already. been plnnnocl 

nncl wC1.s beine implemented. Alone with othr;3r PAP l oade:rs, we appealed 

t o the youncer i;;ene:ration of Malays to f!P for technical, vocational, and 

industrial training , to learn how t o operate machines .:md computers, 

whi lo those who made it to the universities continued to receive spucio.l 

nssistnnce. · We oxpln.ined to th orn that Singapore's urban setting needed 

sld.lls different from those .t).eeded in predominantly rural onvironmonts. 

1fo drummed thi s lino relentl essly becnuse we were convinced tha t thi s 

W.'.'..S the correct political and economic policy for Singnporc and one t hnt 

would bencfi t all Si.ngaponoans. 
/ 

' Tonight many who once had doubts about this particular aspect of 

our policy hav e come t o join _our , f..idilfitri celebration. Pos s ibly some 

might' still hol d to their pnst beliefs. They have the right to dissent. 

Tiu.t I balievo sooner or lQter they will come round to sec Singapor e in tho 

context of what ·it has accomplished economically in a situn.tion it novor 
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i·mntecl to be politically. Ii.s the PM said i n hi s Hari Raya Punsa mes8c.:;o 

of the Malay Singapo renns : 

".... Ins tead of hovering on the sidelines, filled 

with arµd.otios ci.bout their nation2.l identity or their, 

future, they h~ve pll,Ule ed into :h9 mninstre;pn of life, 

in tho s ch9ols, VITB, Polyte9hni~, Ntwe Ann, the 
University, 'in the fact ori es , offices, hot els and 

shopping c~mplexes. They have made s t eady progress 

in r ai s ins their education l evels 2nd in acquiring 

technical competence n.nd skills t o i mpr ove their 

soci o-economic sta tus . ••••" 

Let us pnuse here to examine tho reasons f or t he support of t ho 

I'1d ay· Sinc;;.porea ns for the PAP and tho solidnri ty they have di spl nyod 

with their non-M.,lay fellow ci ti zons. Implicit in tho policy o..doptcd by 

tho Pl\.P Government towards Mal ~ys was t he npprc~ ... ation thnt the )t,.leys do 

not relish being a cc epted on sufferance. They are Singaporea.ns , no mo re 

nncl no l ess th.:m other Sing.:1.poreans an.cl nre able to contribut e in evo:r'IJ 

· field of endeavour for the development &'1.d progr ess of Singnpore.: Tho 

reoo@ri.tion of tho speci nl position of the !l.lal ays in the Constitution 

clicl not imply that they be treat ed differently• Whnt t hey r equired irrns 

equ.21 opportunities t o imprc:\e their education , skitls ancl capabilities. 
" This ·tI;10 Pll.P Oovcr.rnnent Provided nnd i;he IIIalays responded. Another 

fa.ctor, and a crucial one,_ t o my mind, was .tho ability of tho PAP l occlers 

to t alk directly to th e Mal ay Sint:;o.po reo.ns, especi ally Comrade Lee Ku__1.11, 

Yow. Thi s abi lity t o communicate directly t o t he various ethnic c roups , 

where necessary, i s t ho secret of the PAP' s mo.ss support and success. 

I am confident that tho new eenern.tion 'PAP' ieaders r epr esented 
\ 

h ero by O'lln' Guest-of-Honour Comrade Goh Chok TonG will c ontinue to hnvo 

tho sarno kind of rapport with tho Mal ay s t llo.t Comr nde Lee Kuan Yew r:nc.l 

ot hers among t he ol der gene r ati on had,, For it is only with such r ap:i_)o :rt 

t ho.:fi; they will continue to enj oy tho confidence of the Mal ay Sin15aporonns 

ns rrruch as that of t he Chinese and Indi an Sincciporeans. Like tho faun.dine 

:fat her s of the P!iP the new gener0,tion 1 oaclers of ou'r Party a r e no d.ouht 

mmre that we live in Southeast Asi a and that the i nter est 9 of the peopl es 
of Sout heast · Asia are not qui t o t he i:/aine as those of China, Indi a. t he 
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Wcsturn powers or tho Soviet Union. Tho Mnlo.ys in Mclaysi2, and the 

pr:ibumi Indonesians are not likely to turn to communism in the fore-
' seenble future. They . will want to be convin9od that Singnporoans will 
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continue t o reject communism. For Sing<'.pore, the wa:y out was succinctly 

presented by the PM on Sundny night. For Pfal 2,y Singnporeans the way 

forward is to continue in step with the rest of Singc.poreans. 

For the Malay members of the PAP, tho Ahmad Matta.rs, tho Sidok 

Snniffs and others arc continuing tho . tradition of the Malay . pioneers 

by being in a party dedicated t o social justice through so9ial domoorC1..cy. 

If tho Mofradis and tho Ismail Rahims _woro trade unionists, tod9y ' s now 

r;,.mero.tion Malays are increasingly t 8chnocro.ts and profesionals, like 

their non-Mal ay comrades . I am sure that in the years nhead there . will 

be many hi ghly qualified Mnlay manac:;ers o.n.d executives in tho Party rwks 

::.s woll. Another close similarity if not identical f eature of Vnl o.ys nnc.l 

n on-J\'blay -MP' s of our Party is thnt there are no traders and towknys , 

:·:mane thorn. ill thqugh our survival will continue to depend on ci:.pi t cl 1 

local o.n.d foreign, we have personally kept out of the business which 

hnve mo.do othe!JIS woo.l thy. At the very most we cc .. 1 look forward t o our 

pensions from tho Stat e Treasury with tho . ex ception of a couple who 

wore weal thy before they joined the Party. I b elieve the future of t:ic 

PiiP 1vill be secured if those who t::;Jce over from the present leadershi p 

continue to generate 'wealth for the ben~fit of tho people by enoouro.ci ng 

those who create the weal th while taxing their pr ofits. 

In the final analysis . hat has seen tho PAP and Singapore thrm;-~h 

h'- s been its inoorrupt and dedic ated leadershi p undaunted by advorsi t;y, 
uno.fraid of hard decisions n.nd unremitting in its efforts to prot ect o..nd 

promote the interest of all Sineapo roo.n.s. It is this srune kin~ of leo.do:r--
8hi p thnt tho new gener ation PAP leaders, including the Malays, must provile. 

On beho.lf of tho Malay Affairs lhreau I .welcome all our 0-'tl.asts 

f or responding _to our invito.tion . We say thn.nk you to Comrade Goh Choi-:: 

Tonf; for his presence her e t oni ght. I wish to thank every s ingl e mom::icr 

of the Organising Commi tteo n.nd tho Workine Cornmi ttoo for the hard work 

t hey hnvo expended in propo.ring for tonight's function. Sela.mat Hari 

Il.c:,yn ludilfi tri. 

________ ... 




