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We in Singapore have an invaluable heritage of rich and old

culturege One of thesec is the pugilistic art or the art of sclf
defence, whether they be of Chinese, Indian or Malay originss Our
forefathers practised these martial and sclf defence arts not only
as a form of recrcation but becausc they were a vehicle to instil
certain positive valuese Their practice inculcated a strong scnse
of social and self-discipline besides coordination and alcritncsse
In the long term this is of vital importance as a means to sustain

the work ethos which has clearly been built up among Singaporcanse

The reasons why it is nccessary to sustain this strict and
forceful social disciplinc arc obviouss Singapore lacks natural
resources and there is an absence of an agricultural basce. To
1 aggravate this is a dislocated global cconomy with a sluggish rate
of recoverys, Let me provide you with just two indicators of this

) stagnation in the world cconomye

First, a look at our volume of cxportss The increas¢ of
the 1973 figure over that of 1972 was 44.8 percent. In 1974, the

figure soared to 58,9 percent. 1975 was a bed year with a minus

} figure of 9.8 percent., Last ycar, we could only manage a slight

| increasc of 27.5 percento Thc figures for the first six months of

| 1977, although indicating a small increase, cannot again bec comparcd
with the better yecars of 1973 and 1974 From January to Junc 1977
our volume of cxports only recgistered an increase of 27.6 pcrcent
comparcd with 4le7 percent and 83,1 percent in the first six months

of 1973 and 1974 rcspectivelys

The.second indicator is the,volume of sca=bornc cargo loaded
at our porte In both 1974 and 1975, there was a decline in the
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volume compared with 1973 with the figures —2.2 percent and =12.4
percent respectivelys This has only recently picked up in 1976

with an increase of 14.l percente

The figurcs that I have mentioned are two useful indicators
although they are not absolute criteria by themselves. I am sure
our economists could provide other figures to show that the world
economy isg fecovering only very slowly from the rccent recessions
Therefore, there is a need for our economy to be equipped with the
necessary capacity and versatility to accommodate any rcpercussions
which might arisc as a result of the impending economic challenges
anead of us, The problems are particularly acute with the growing
trend of prolgcetionism among the industrialised countrics, whether
they be Japan; United States or the EEC countries where economic
planncrs arc gradually closing their doors to imporitse This is an
unheal*hy trernd and can at best only be a short-term remedy to a
pervagive global problems Qur economy, both in the manufacturing
and seyvices scctors should, thercfore, be armed, among othér
things, with a work discipline which is pughacious and tenacious to

face these challenges

A high Jogree of tougu-mindedness and strong social discipline
are required to meet the political conditions as welle This has
arisen cspecially after the victories of communist insurgency in the
Indochinecse statcs resulting incircctly ir the revival of communist
achivities in Singapore, In conjunction with the front organisations
of the Communist Party of Malaya and with moral insriration from the
Guro-communists these local subversive clcments have gained the
norale and ooﬁrage to intensify their offorts to topple by illegal

and violent means the popularly=ilccted goverament in our countrye

Elsewhere, likc in the Middle East, the situation is uncertaine
We can only hope that a permanent and peaceful settlement could be

rcached in that area of age-oll rivalriocs.

The activitics of the many pugilistic and self=defence
organisations in Singapore arc praiseworthy becausc they have helped
V0 impart the positive values ¢f gocial and self-discipline.. Such

qualitics are vital to the physic..l and mental make-up of our work=—
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force which is knowa for its propensity to adjust to new conditions
and absorb new technology and knowledges The involvement of our
youth in these pugilistic organisations have also helped to keep
young minds occupicd and prevented them from being led astray by
undesirable and anti-social activiticse I congratulatc the Tiong
Ilwee Pugilistic Art Institute for its contribution in thisg field

on its fourth anniversary todaye





