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The Ch ristma s messa 3e "Peace on Earth and Goodw:j.11 to 11.11 

Ncn 11 seems to have left women out in t he cold., IIowov or, I am assured 

t hat this biblical quot ation has referred to 11monn . in tho plural form • . 

I am pos itive it was not intended to exclude women, let a lone in the 

c old • . 

In what we call developing count ries , t ho status of women 

with re gard to t heir ei:1anci pntion lns novor ancl will novor be abso:i.uto. 

Their pos ition i n t ho cor:t'111.u1ity woul d vnry from countr'J to country , 

from era to or a and from society to oocictyo Tho degree of autonomy 

of women lil$:e t hat of mon. will be dictat ecl as t hey .b.2.ve been dict ::,tod 

in tho past, by political , economi c and cultural factoro. Indeed, 

oven in so-cal4-od advanced soci •::ti os where women arc supposed to h c:vc 

been liberated, the de~rec of free dom women enjoy i s relative to l oc2.l 

conditions o Otherwise , wonon 7 s lib movements would not h ave start oJ 

in those "advancod 1
' countricso 

In Singapore, Asian traditions plus Uest orn concepts have 

holpod women achi eve a h i gh clegroe of emancipnt ion al though the to:.'m 

;;emancipation" i t solf would imply a pr ovi9us pos ition of h e.vine; boo ~::. 

inferior or h avinc; been dominated. Today 1 women~s ri r:ht s are enshrined 

a nd protoctud. in our Women ' s Charter,, This !,ct oafeguc;rd.s women wi th 

rq;ard to marringe by onforcinc monoeam~r a nd by grantinG married. women 

t he ri ght for maintenance for t hcmse lye::. and. for their ch:i,.ldr('n~ In 

tho public scryice it a l so QJ.nr .:::.nteos , among other thincs, e qu a l pay 
for equa l work, equal op;ior tunitiec for omployr.1ont and their ri g_l\t to 
r emain on t ho permanent s taff nftcr their !Jlarrineo. But oven before 

t ho pc:.:: s i.'.1 [.; of tho Hoiaon ' s Chc.r t or in 1961, ouch ri ghts and privileges 

wore in some cas~s already gua rnntood and probably t a.ken for granted . 

iJi t h l egi s l at ion , t h0y h .::i.vo boon porpotuatodo 
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'Jloday in Singapore, there is no discrimination of sexes in 
employment. Evon what we call tho "physical jobs" are open to ladies • 

../ 

My wife and I often have lady cacldies for golf and I hear some of 
our better bus drivers are women. 

In ithe 'mid ·1960 1s, thQ percentage of womdn in o-q.r worR force 
.:.was mcr'ely 15 perc~nt. Today, it ,is 1::oro than 40 percent whi9h puts 
, .us. ·ahpad of ·most ~fo~t European _c01.~tries where ·· on tho ·average, women 

consti tuto ' :'Inly 34 p~rcent of tho work fore~. Women's ability to 
join tho, labour fare~ h~vo be.en facilitated, indirectly by th0 family 

, ;planning p?1ogr'ammo 'and by the Governm9nt 's policy of building crochos 
. ·to help wdrking m:othors • . 

· : ·· ·" · '·· 1n the 1950's . and 60~s, tho main reason *hy there · were •less 
women in our work force was more because of family constraints rather 

;- .: .. ifua:n''b~c91ise· of inequality of qppo;ptuni tics. Parents gave their 
childrer;i., sons and daughters. alike, equal educational opportuni tics. 
Somehow, the · traditional view wa.s th e:.~ tho girls: :should· leave the 

\ . 

professions to the boys while tho girls were themselves guided and 
imparted with the training of how to look after the family, especially 
the men! It was a harmonious relationship.because men liked to be - . , . 

loved an<;!. pampered in tho house. It has been said that when a man plays 
a fiddle, the result is not music but when a woman plays second fiddle, 
it is sweet music. 

In Singapore, therefore, there are no female eunuchs and there 
should be no pla9e for full-time feminists like a.Simone de Beauvoir, 

I 

a Germaine Greer, or a Kato Millett. Nonetheless, I believe there have 
been some complaints that certain exclusive clubs have discriminated 
against women. However, the f act that membership of all clubs in 
Singapore is open to men and women alike would demolish tho immemorial 
supposition that our clubs aro male;-dominated and. have a patriarchal 
bias. In . providing for tho ladies, I think the HDB is very forward 
looking. HDB flats arc now open to application from spinsters; and 
I hoar that the unconfirmed and confirmed bachelors .arc not very happy 
because they arc excluded. Slioi;.ld they mount a concerted carripaign 
against this obvious inequality, I am sure they will succeed in putting 
the ladies on the carpet. Thon probably tho HDB would agree to open 
their doors to triumphant single males. 

. •.... /3. 



In conclusion, I would like to commend the .Asian }lomen's 

Welfare Association under the pro~identship of Mrs Dol+Y Si.t;iha · for 
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its tire+ess efforts in promoting,w~lfare to all women,,men, c~ildren, 

the aged, th~ physically disabled, . irrespect_ivo of cast, creed, race 

or religion. It is an excellent example that all of you have oome 

toge-t;her to help ri,ot only your kind but to help others. Af3 the re9ords 

show, your Association has _lived up to its motto: ".A Helping Hand", 

- a h~nd with ladies' finBcrs as it were. Thero is no case, therefore, 

to set up an "Asian Men'~ We lfare li.s sociation" because women will 

eternally look after the welfare of men in the same way -that men will 

eternally look after and love women. 

I wish all present h ere tonight a Morry Christmas and a 

Happy and Prosp~rous Now Yea r .. 
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