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It gives mo gr oat pleasure to say n few words at tho official 

opening of the refreshment kiosk of tho Singapore Association for i;tle 
Deaf. The Singo..pore for the Deaf hr'.,S, since its formntion in 1955, 
steadily expo.nded the services nvnilablo to our donf oitizens, and 
supplements the effort by tho government to provide ther.1 with a 
meaningful pl0cE:J in society. Tho loss fortunate in our society, tho 
donf, the blind, .:i.nd similn.r groups, need both government help as 
well as the help of the community in general. Voluntary social 
workers in the organisations serving our loss fortunate citizens 
are fulfilling an important role. 

However, it i s equ.::::.lly import.::i.nt th~1t those loss fortunate 
citizens should endenvour to improve thor.isolves by acquiring skills 

and knowledge which will on.':1..blo them to find the dignity <'..nd self-
respect that cor.ies fror.i economic independence, nnd not fall into a 
stnto of self-pity. Neither should they t ake ndvcntngo of the 
chnritnblo impulse of their follow citizens. As in tho cnse of man 
o..s well ns nntions dependence on ch0rity can destroy self-respect. 
The best kind of help wo can givo the deaf, and similnr groups, is 
that which will enable them to become econooically indopondont. 

The Singo..pore Association for the Deaf is to be congratulated 

for this, its first business venture. I sec no reason why an 
orgo.nisation dedic<",ted to the hc.ndicappod should nQt go into a 
business undortcking like this. As stated onrlier, one should 
not depend on cho..rity all the time. In tho Singapore situation 
where wo do not 1,--,ck expertise and o.dvico from the business community, 
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this refreshment kiosk should grndunlly achieve bigger returna. 

I 1U1derstnnd the Assocint ion for the Denf is considering the 
setting up of other business projects. 

. . . . . 
Apo.rt from the business ·aspect; obj ectives in setting up . .. .. 

this refreshment kiosk nnd the Association's other business proje·c·ts 
nre to give ·employment to the denf, to further publicise its 
objectives and to continue to r a ise funds for its work which are 
all commendable efforts. The Apex Club of Bukit Timnh which 
r ~isqd. the funds to construct this kiosk, nnd nll other members 
of the. organising commi tteo nro to be congrntulnted for their 
co-operative efforts. 
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