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" The best compl;nent the people of Slglap Constltuenqy
paid me was by votlng PAP by a large maaorlty o 77% - in the
General Electlons in December 1976. ’I‘his9 despite my ‘absence
in Indonesia as Ambassador for almost three yearss Your
choice means that you oontlnue to have confldenqe in the"
:_“Party which hag governed Singapore effectively and:honestky
.ffor the 1ast-18 years without breaks. More than that, you
appreclate the fact that the PAP executes its plans and .
srogrammes in the best 1nterests of the state and people of

‘Sihgapore and that it would nevér let you downo .

This is‘the first time we are tdgether in more‘fhan'

' three years. So tonight I do not wish to make reference o
national or international issuese I shall instead: talk about
our constituency and certain problems which affect your day=
to=-day livese In the last Deceriber elections, the electofal_
‘boundaries for Siglap were redelineated» The larger part'of
Frankel Estate which since 1959 formed part of Siglap was
incorporated in the constituency of Kampong Kembangan.

Almost the whole of the new Bedok Conutltuenqy was also a
part of Slglapo While our losses have been their gains,
Liglap_was cémpensated with new land reclaimed from the sea
on which highxfise flate for housing senionfoivil servants
have emergédo Even so, the 1976,e1e6toral register chowod
that about half of the eleotoraté residing in Neptune Court
had not been included in the. Slglap rolle. .. I retﬁrned to
Jakarta four days after the e¢ect10ns and to this day have
not had the opportunity. to know the reagson for this ommissione.
A*though the new HUDC flats are already completed. they are

“et set occupiede
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The Bast Coast Lagoon built for the benefit of all
Singaporeans lies on your doorstep in our area. I know
facilities available in the Lagoon cannot make up for the secas~
front which residents along the former coastline had loste
: However, I am sure thqy are magnanimous enough to concede that
mthqy had to g1ve up the sea in the larger interest of
Singapore's developments Chalets have been built for your use
nearbye A food centre to be called the "East Coast Lagoon
Food Rendezvous" will be.feaiy.soons Besides this, a Seafood
Centre has been proposed and I understand that the same
management of several seafood caterers along East Coast Road
near Bedok will take overe The area surrounding the Lagoon
should be Vépy attractive by the time these plans materialises
As of tédéy, fhese are the concrete proposals which will be ;

implemented in Siglaﬁ Constituencye.

Meanwhile, Temasek Junior College incidentally lies
within the borders of Siglap Constituencye Although it
caters for the education of Singaporcans ag a whole, it has a
well=planned stadium of which recently two events took place,
~amely bthe Combined Police Band Display in June and the more
recent Decentralised National Diy Parade in August involving
Bedoky Chai Chee, Changi Joo Chiat, Kampong Kembangan, Kampong
Ubi, Marine'Parade, Paya Lebar, Ponggol, Tampines, Upper
Serahgooh and Siglap constituenciese With the cooperation of
the ﬁinistny of HEducationy I have no doubt that we could us
this stadium in pursuit of our own sporting and recreational

activitiese

Now I have listed some of the things which.the govern=
ment has done for you in our area, Thé quéstion is: What are
the residents of Siglap doing for themselves? 1In what.ﬁéy can
they make their contribution to further the social and.dultural

.velopment that we have achieved so far? In recent yeaf 8y I
noticed that there is a grow1ng attitude among our r~1tlzens
that as the PAP government has been 80 success fully looking
after the welfare of the people of Singapore, there is no need
for those not involved to come forward to%help in ¥he generall
development, Both the Chairmen of the Siglap Citizens'
Consultative Committee and the Munagpmpnt Committece of the
Siglap Community Centre, I am sure, are prepared to testify to-

hat I have just saids I know rost residents here live in
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comfortable homes with things which‘make life plgasant; 'ai31 
conditioned rooms, bars, beer .in the fridge, oarpefs, lap
dogsy if not Dobermannsy; Alsatians and other hounds. If this
should be so, there should be a greater sense of partioipafion
in the community. There should be greater interest and active
participation in social work. It is allltoo clear that this
aspect of social development nust be a two=way street. The
government cannot be doing everything while citizens recline
in their soft settees watching colour TV all the time. Most
of those serving in the Siglap Citizens'! Consultative Committee
and its sub=committees, Community Centre Management Committee,
Women and Youth Committee and Residents' Association have been
at their posts for many years, éiving of ‘their best for no
materiai reward Qhatsoever. It is about time others come fore
warde. The problem of succeésion and_briﬁging up the segond .
echelon leaders does not affect only the PAPs It is equally
important that voluntary and civic organisations too have
.their share of new blood to take over as the older generation

retires from active social worke

For in the final aonalysis good government depends on .
“the active participation of the good citizens and the govern-.
ment can only be as good as what the citizens make of ito If
our citizens'are not interested in having good and efficienti
services, be thej utilities = water, powers'gas - Or communio=
ations = telephone, public transport = and so on = the duality
of fhese serviées is bound to go dcwng because we are prepared
to accepf second beste If the social services heing made
available, in e&ucatioﬁ, social, cultural and reofeational
fields are not used by the citizens, they will stop being
availables Similarly, with the community centres and the
various committees, who have provided valued service to our

communitye

Many of you will recall the sterling service rendered
by the members of the various committees in times of crisis in
the past 10 to 15 yearsy, as they went about rallying the people
to be.united.agaihst troublemakers, to work together in various
improvement projécts, to help our children in the villages and
kampongs which were then still ia Siglap, to get ihvolved‘in
heaithy.recréafional activitiese Today, with the widespreﬁd

development and progress enjoycd by Singapore, the needs of the
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citizens in Siglap have also changed, along with the rise in
their standard of livinge However, I am not convinced that
the interest of our citizens has changede If anything tth
want even better services to ensure a.hiéher standard of -
livinge They want the amenities and facilities to keep up
with the changing times, for instance, the need for more

mixing among our high=rise flat dwellerse

This is where the need for new blood, new ideas come
ine It is open to our younger fellow citizens to come for-—
ward with their ideas'aﬁd service to help improve the quality
of the community centres and the performance of the various
responsible committees.. Our leisure hours should not be
spent only on beer and mahjong or watching TVe We can work
for better neighbourliness and a richer community lifes New
ideas are welcome on how to encourage residents of different
housing estates or different blocks in the same estate to
meet in friendly sporting competitions, or the forming of
playgroups for ybung children of working parents, or
activities involving our senior citizens who gave their best
years for us in their time. All these are areas where govern=
ment cén give encouragement but not do everything for use As
citizens we have to articulate our neceds and ideas for improve
ing our community, especially at the local levels These ideas
and suggestions can be more meaningful for Siglap if thdy come
from the residents.of our constituency = and I know that we
are not lacking in wellweducated and well=endowed peoplee All
I ask is willingness toAcome forward and be countede I am
sure the people of Siglap have the pride in their constituency
and the confidence in their abilities to ensure a better 1life

for themselves and their childrene

Finally, I wish to congratulate members of the Siglap
Citizens' Consultative Committee who have been awarded with
Long Service Certificatess Also to the babies as well as their
- proud parents for winning prizes at the Baby Show held here in
. conjunction with National Day Celebrationse To Dr Wong Kum
Hoong for having successfully led the Siglap Citizens!'
Consultative Committee in”winning Pirst Prize of the 1977 “Keep.
Singapore Clean" Challenge Shielde And of course to all of'you,
I wish to say "thank you" for joining tonight's dinnere
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