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The best comp_l _irnent the people _of Sig l ap Consti tu.ency 

paid me was by voting PAP by a large ma jority - 71% - in the 
Genera l Elections in December 19760 Thisi despite nw ' absence 

in Indonesia as .funba ssador for a lmo s t three :years. Your 

choic:e means tha t· you continue to have confidence in the 

Party whioh has governed Singapore effectively and honestly 

for the las-t;_ 18 y ears without brea k~ More than t _hat~ _. you 
appre.ciat.e the f a ct tha t the PAP executes its plans and 

.._.,rogrammes in the best interestr::; of the sta te and people of 

Sfngapore and tha t it would never let you downo 

This i s the f irs t time we a re tog ether in more than · 
· three yearso So tonight I do not wis h to make ret~rence to 

nationa l or internationa l i s sues c I sha ll ins tead •talk about 

our constituency a nd certa in problerns which a ffect ·your day-

to-day liveso In the l ast Deceraber elections , the electoral 

·boundaries for Siglap were r edelinea ted~ The l a rger part of 

Frankel Estate which s ince 1959 form ed pa rt of Siglap was 

incorpora ted in the consti tu. ency. _of Kainpong Kembangan. 

Almo st the who l e of t Oi,.:i .o.ew Bedok Cons tituency was also a 

part of Siglapo . 'While our loss es _have been their ga insr 

:: .. .' i{!la:p wa.s compensated with new l and reclaimed fr-om the sea 

on. which high..c.rise fla t s for hous ing seni9r,= _civil servants 

have emerged o Even s o; the 1976 '° electora l r egi ster ::;ho~, -:,-1 
tha t about half of the electorate res iding in Neptune Court 

had not been i ncluded in the Sig~ap roll . I ret urned to 

Jakarta four days after the e l ections and to this day have 

not had the opportunity . to .·kno.w the reason for this ommissionc 
. . ' . . 

Although the new Hl.T.OC flats ar!a a lready . completed~ they a re 
- ,c .._ j " G-t occupied o 
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The East Coast La.goon built for the benefit of all 
Singaporeans lies on your doorst ep in our areao I know 
facilities available in the La.goon cannot make up for these~ 
front which residents along the former coastline had lost. 

However,. I am Eitire thoy .arG_ magnanimous enough to concede that 
they had to give up the sea in the l a rger interest of 
Singapore's development. Chalets have been built for your use 
nearby. A food centre to be called the "East Coast La.goon 
Food Rendezvous" will be ready soon,, Besides · th~s, a Seafood 
Centre has been proposed and I - understand that ·thesame 
management of several seafood caterers along East Coast Road 
near Bedok will take over. The area surrounding the Lagoon 
should be very attractive by the time these plans ,materialise. . . . ~ 

As of todcliY, these are .the concrete proposals which will be 
implemented in Siglap Constituency.., 

Meanwhile, Tema sek Junior College incidentally lies 
within the borders of Sig l ap Constituency., Although it 
caters fo~ the education of Singaporeans as a whole, it has a 
well-planned stadium of which recently two events took place, 
1 ".r..ely t;he Combined P0lice Band Display in June and the more 
recent Decentra lised Nationa l D;_·.y Parade in August involving 
Bedok, Chai Chee 7 Changi Joo Chiat, Ka.mpong Kembangan 7 Kampong 
Ubi, Marine Parade 1 Paya Leba r, Ponggol 1 T.;impines, Upper 

' Serangoon and Siglap constituencies. With .the cooperation of 
the Ministry of Education, I have no doubt tha t we coulc u~ 
this· stadium in pursuit of our own sporting and . -recreational 
activities o 

Now I have listed some of the things which the govern-
ment has done for you in our area ., The question is: What are 
the residents of Siglap doing for themselves? In what way can 
they mak? their contribution to further the socia l and cultural 

. ~-elopman~ · tha t wo have achieved so f a r? In recent years, I 
noticed that there i s a growing a ttitude among our cjtizens 
that a s the PAP governr:ient ha s been so successfully looking 
after the welfa re of t he people of Singa pore , there is no need 

. . . . 

for those not involved to come f orward to help fn the general 
development., Both the Chairmen of the Sig lap Citizens' 
Consultative Committee and the Management Committee of the 
Siglap Community Cent-re 1 I am sure ~ are p:rep~red to testify to 
-11at I have just sa id~ I know r: ost r esidents here iive in 

I 0 , , 4 •f 
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comfortable homes with things which make life pleasant:. air-
condi t ;.oned rooms, bar s , beer .i n the fri,dgo, ca r pets , l ap 
dogs , if not Dobermanns; Alsati ans and other houndso If this 
should be so, there s hould be a greater sens e of participation 
in the community, Ther e s hould be great er inter est and active 
participation in socia l work~ It i s a 11· too clear that this 
aspect of socia l development must be a two-way street~ The 
government cannot be doing everything while citi zens recline 
in their soft settees .watching colour TV a ll the time. Most 
of. those serving i n the Sigl ap Citizens ' Consulta tive Committee 
and its sub-committees , Community Centre Management Committee , 
Women and Youth Committee .and Resi dent s ' Associa tion have been 
at their posts for many. y ears 1. giving of their best for no 
material rewar d what soev er. It i s about time others come for-
ward~. The problem of success ion and bringing up the secon~ 
echelon .leaders does not a ffect only the PAP. It is equally 

~: 

important that volunta ry and civic organisations too have 
their share of hew blood to t ake over as the older generation 
retires from active socia l work. 

For in the fina l anazy s i's good governncnt depends on 
the active pa r";;icipation of t he good citi zens and the govern-
ment can onzy be as good as what the citi zens make of i to If 
our citizens a r e not int er es t ed i n having g?od and efficient 
services 1 be t hey utilities - water, power~ gas - or communic-
ations - telephone, public transport and so on - the qua lity 
of these s.ervices i s bound to go down,. because we are prepa red 

to accept second best. If t he socia l services being made 
avaiL.1ble 1 in education, socia) , cultura l and recreational 
fi elds a r e not u s ed by t he citi zens , they· will s top being 
available. Simila rzy, with the communi t y centres and the 
various committees , who have provided valued s ervice to our 
comnrunity" 

Many of you will r ecall. the s t arling service rendered 
by the members of the various committees i n times of cri s is in 
the pas t 10 to 15 yea rs 7 as t hey went about r a llying the people 
to be united aga inst troublemaker s , to work together in va rious 
improvement project s , to help our childr en in t he villages and 
kampongs which wer e then still i ::i Sig l ap, to get involved in 
hea ltlzy recrea tiona l activiti es .. Today , with the widespread 
development and progr ess enjoyed by Si ngapore , t he ne eds of the 

citi zens in .. .,.o /4() 



citizens in Sig l ap have a l so changed, a long with the ri se in 
their st andard of living . However, I am not conv inced tha t 
t he inter es t of our citi zens has changed. If anything they 
want even bett er services to ensure a higher standard of 
living. They want the ameniti es and f acilities to keep up 
with the changing times , for instance , the need for more 
mixing among our high-ris e fl~t dwellers. 
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This i s where the need for new blood, new ideas come 
in. It i s open to our younger fellow citizens to come for-
ward with their idea s ·and service to help improve the qua lity 
of the community centres and the performance of the various 
respons ible committ ees. Our leisure hours should not be 
spent only on beer and mahjong or watching TV. We can work 
for b etter neighbourliness and a richer community life . New 
ideas a re welcome on how to encourage r esidents of differ~nt 
hous ing est a t es or differ ent blocks in the same esta t e to 
meet i n fri endly sporting competitions , or the forming of 
playgroups for young children of working pa r ent s , or 
activities involving our senior ci ti z,ens who gave their best 
y ear s for u s in their time. All these are areas where govern-
ment can give encouragement out not do everything for us. As 
citi zens we have to articulate our needs and ideas for improv-
ing our comrrfilnity, especia lly at the loca l level. These ideas 
and suggesti9ns can be more meaningful for Siglap if they come 
from the re1?ident s of our cons tituency - and I know that we 
a r e hot l a cking in well-educat ed and well-endowed people. All 
I ask i s willingness to come forwa rd and be counted. I am 
sure the people of Sigl ap have the pride in their constituency 
and the conf idence in their abilities to ensure a better life 
for themsel ves and their children. 

Fina lly, I wi sh to congr ::i.tulate members of the Sig l ap 
Citizens' Consultntive Committee who have been awarded with 
Long Service Certifica t es . Also to the babies as well a s their 
proud parents for winning prizes at the Baby Show he l d her e in 
conjunction with Nationa l Dcy Cel ebrations • To Dr Wong Kum 
Hoong for having succes sfully l ed the Sig l ap Citi zens ' 
Consultative Committee in winning Firs t Prize of tho 1977 "Keep 
Singapore Clean" Cha llenge Shield. And· of course to all of you, 
I wi sh to say "thank you" fo r joining tonight' s dinnere 
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