
WRONG 

PAGINATION IN 

ORIGINAL 

DOCUMENT 



National Archives 
Library 

24 FEB 1992 

Release No: 2O/JAN 
07-l/92/01/18 

SPEECH BY DR AHMAD MATTAR, MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND CHAIRMAN, MENDAKI BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AT THE 

LAUNCHING OF MENDAKI MEETS 1991 TOP 10% PSLE PUPILS, 
PARENTS AND MENTORS SESSION ON SATURDAY, 18 JANUARY 1992 

AT TEMASEK JUNIOR COLLEGE LECTURE THEATRE 1 AT 2.30 PM 

I want to begin my remarks this afternoon with 

congratulations to everybody -- to the students for passing last 
year's PSLE with distinction; to their parents for their part 
in helping their children achieve such fine results, and 
enrolling their sons and daughters in MENDAKI'S Enrichment 

programme and to the dedicated professional men and women who 
have volunteered to be mentors and role models to the students. 

Together you represent a commitment to the pursuit of 

excellence that will be of lasting benefit to the Malay/Muslim 

community, and ultimately to Singapore. 

This is more than a ceremony to acknowledge good 

performances at school. It is also a way of underscoring the 

importance of TOTAL DEVELOPMENT -- education in its fullest 

sense. 

Clever school children do not develop into useful or even 

happy adults without those other skills that enable them to cope 

with the realities of later life. 

It is these maturing skills that the Enrichment Programme 
seeks to impart to our young people -- to foster and enhance 

their individual strengths, to impart leadership qualities, and 
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to teach sound moral values and a sense of responsibility. It 

seeks to provide the complete diet for a healthy mind and 
personality. 

In many ways, it parallels MENDAKI's own attitudes to the 
wider Malay/Muslim community. 

MENDAKI has concentrated on the educational development 

of Muslim children since its inception in 1981, a policy aimed 
at the very foundations of social progress. 

But latterly it has been looking to the big picture, and 

to the support and encouragement of all Malay/Muslims in their 

efforts to improve their professional achievements, their 
economic successes, and their social stability. 

The recent opening of the Fast Forward centre at MENDAKI 
Headquarters is a case in point. It is a collaborative effort 

with the National Productivity Board to teach basic skills, like 

Easy Maths, so that Malay/Muslim adults can upgrade their work 

skills. 

MENDAKI's entry into the world of finance through Amanah 

Saham MENDAKI, and programmes that reflect our concern for the 
development of the family, are further examples of this wider 

view. 

MENDAKI has also taken the Total Approach within the 

limits of its education programme. 

Here, at Temasek Junior College, we see what efforts are 

being made to complement the education of the top 10 per cent of 

our PSLE candidates. 

But, as I speak, parallel efforts are being made to help 

those students who have not done so well for one reason or 

another. 
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At centres around Singapore, pupils from the middle level 
of achievement are being assessed for appropriate classes in 

MENDAKI's Weekend Tuition scheme. 

This afternoon, at Bedok Town Secondary School, the 
organisers of MENDAKI's latest education-support programme are 

planning enrichment strategies for selected students already in 

Secondary One. 

However, we cannot talk about a strategy for Total 
Development if our activities are scattered and isolated. There 
is therefore a need for MENDAKI to co-ordinate these programmes 

under one banner. I believe MENDAKI is actively looking into 

this. 

I have been told that under this banner, chairmen of the 

various MENDAKI education programmes will be working together, 

exchanging information and practical experience, and seeking that 

vital multiplier factor that comes from effective cooperation. 

All this gives added energy to MENDAKI's efforts to serve the 

Malay/Muslim community. 

And talking of the multiplier effect, it brings us back 

to our present concern: the launching of MENDAKI's second 

Enrichment Programme. 

To the students gathered here, my advice is: derive 

whatever you can from the Programme. It is strongly in your own 

interests to take advantage of that multiplier effect. Whatever 

efforts you make on your own behalf, with the cooperation of 

MENDAKI officials and mentors, will be enriched and you will 

receive handsome dividends. 

To the parents: your cooperation with MENDAKI is a sound 

and responsible investment in your children's future and the 

well-being of our community. 
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To the mentors: my big "thank you" for your dedication 
and selflessness. 

May you all, always, succeed in your endeavours. 

ENV/Mjanl8.'92 



From: INFORMATIONS (8812:GVT224) 
Subject: [Mendaki Meets 1991 Top 10% PSLE students] 
Delivered: Tue 18-February-92 17:53 SING (33 lines) 

PRESSR 
SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT PRESS RELEASES 

DISTRIBUTION LIST 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lla 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Mr Yatiman Bin Yusof. Parliamentary Secretary 
(Foreign Affairs) 

Mr Lim Boon Heng, Senior Minister of State (MTI) 

Dr Ong Chit Chung. Parliamentary Secretary (MHA) 

Dr Yeo Ning Hong, Minister for Defence 

Mr Ch'ng Jit Koon, Senior Minister of State 
(Community Development) 

Dr Ahmad Mattar, Minister for Environment 

BG George Yeo, Second Minister for Foreign 
Affairs 

Mr Harun A Ghani, Political Secretary, Ministry 
of Home Affairs 

Library Officer, Auditor-General Office 

Library. Ministry of Education 

Mr Lee Chiong Giam, 
Chief Executive Director (PA) 
Mr Soon Low Boon, Library (PA) 

Library, Parliament House 

National Archives 

Mr Aziz Champion, Ministry of Law (PS's copy) 

Budget Division. Ministry of Finance 

Mrs Elain Swinn-Tan, Head, Public Relations, MOL 

Economics Dept, MAS 

PSD, Ministry of Finance 

The General Manager, Board of Commissioners of 
Currency 

Library, Ministry of Community Development 

Commissioner for Land, Land Office, Ministry 
of National Development 

GVT 047 

GVT 090 

GVT 132 

GVT 200 

GVT 234 

GVT 080 

GVT 049 

GVT 710 

GVT 370 

GVT 036 

GVT 615 

GVT 251 

GVT 237 

GVT 125 

GVT 052 

GVT 168 

GVT 721 

GVT 111 

GVT 611 

GVT 235 

GVT 463 



22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
28a 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 
34a 

35 

Library, Jurong Town Corporation 

Public Relations Dept, Ministry of Home Affairs 

Resource Centre, Ministry of Trade & Industry 

Public Relations Dept. VITB 

Registry Supervisor, Ministry of National 
Development 

The Chairman, Singapore Institute of Standards 
and Industrial Research 

Librarian, NTUC Research Unit 
PA to Mr Ong Teng Cheong, Deputy Prime Minister 

Mindef Library 

Director, Community Relations Dept, Ministry of 
Community Development 

2 

GVT 390 

GVT 137 

GVT 091 

GVT 480 

GVT 240 

GVT 325 

GVT 351 

GVT 207 

GVT 470 

(Kindly make copies and distribute to all the secretariats) 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defence GVT 560 

Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister for Labour & GVT 205 
Second Minister for Defence 

Dr Tay Eng Soon Senior Minister of State for GVT 030 
Education 

Mr Wong Kan Seng, Minister for Foreign Affairs GVT 044 
Mr Peter Ho, DS (SEA) Min. of Foreign Affairs GVT 044 

Dr Richard Hu, Minister for Finance GVT 017 

Mr Yeo Cheow Tong, Minister for Health & GVT 230 
Minister for Community Development 

Mr Sidek Bin Saniff, Minister of State for GVT 680 
Education 

18 February 1992 

G/SGPR.TLB 


