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v-Q‘We\have taken all possible measures to improve other aspects.
.7“Weihave imereased our outpatient facilities from ‘six to 15 ;
sivoutpatient clinics; during the period. - Our travelling. dlS-,v

TEXT OF A SPHiCH BY THE MINIDTLR FOR_HEALTH, THE HON. Nk.
A.J. BRAGA, READ OUT BY THE . ASSISTANT MIhISTER TO_ T CEIEF
SECRETARY, THE HON. MR. M.P.D. NAIR, AT “THE E FINAL PRIZE-

GIVING CEREMONY OF THE "OUR_SINGAPORE" QUIZ COMPETTITION
AT THE GREAT WORLD AT 8 P.M. ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER b, 1958,

It is with regret that the Minkster for Health ig unable
to be present here today as he Had to be out of, $1ngapore this
week-end. I have been asked by him to rqad this meésage to you.

You have heard the Chief" Mhnlstem and other M1n1stess
talk to you of civic matters and cltlzenship, SO perhaps it
may be of interest to you to kniow wha 't Government isg! de;ng
in locking after the health of the pebple of Singapori.

For five years previous to the Labour Front Coallulon
Government coming to powex . in early 1955, only 240 beds were,
added to those exlstlﬁg,»ﬁwaday within ‘a period of nearly
three and a ha%§ years we have been able to add some 2,000
free beds tOx@UPHhOSpltal strength - there will be further
1ncreases sqdén = next year there will be an addltlonal LOO beds,
and 8 fur%her 500 toWards the end of the year.

lﬂi While ‘we havc been augmentlng the bed needs of Slngapore

pensaries, which\nOW'number gt cover”a w&&e net—work coverlng

all corners ,of! Singapore 40 bring’ the medical ‘services to the
people as ypu can see from' ‘the .pamphlet here. The two launch
dispensaries go not' chly regularly visit the various islands,

but also to the of f~shore ‘areas of the main island to which

road access.is’ nat available. Theee. attend 10 . those needing
treatment,. and 5 % 4 patients are found requiring hOSpltal treatment,
they are brought to the hospital 2

«d) ‘the preventive and personal health aspects substantlal
progress has been made. A@ youqknow; malaria has been epadlcated
from Singapore. Many of the dan; erpus intestinal dlscases are:
declining rapidly. In the Clty there is a populatlon of" approxi—
mately 900,000 persons. The'City-Council has been able to
provide seven Maternity and Child Health Centres. In the rural
areas for a population of some 600, OOO Government has provided .

54 such centres.

Among the more. important campaigns to make the pecple of
Singapore healthy, we have also gone:inta. the question of
tackling the ma jor secial _scourge, namely tuberculosis vhich
affects so many' peOple of Singapore - some perhaps 40 not know
that they’ hsve ‘the disease. rYou know that much effort vas
previousIy made t'o ‘combat this dlsease by extensive provision
at Tan Tock Seng Hospltal and by’ voluntary organisations such
as S.A.T.4A. Despite these efforts there are still nany ‘suf fering
from the disease.  We. therefore sought Colombo Plan assistance
and, under the guidance of their experts, we are now carrying
out a purposeful case—fnﬁding programme which, if extended;to o)

cover the entire island, must eventually result i3]
tion of the Alsesge: . ¥ 1n.the eradicé -
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Free X-ray examination is being carried out in four
centres in Singapore. Today they are being carried out at
the North Canal Road Clinic and at the Government Health
Branch in Maxwell Road - remember the X-rays are voluntary,
confidential, free and there is nc undressing.

A card will be sent to you if you are free from discase.
Should you be found to have any lung affection you will be
invited to further detailed examination - and, if necessary,
given free hospital treatment.

I would invite your further co-operation, as you are
already giving it very willingly, to suppcrt this - s2 that you
and your children may live happily and free from this dreadful
disease.

I have not the time to detail all the help Government is
giving you and your children - free inoculation against
diphtheria anfl immunization from various discases.

Your Government will continue to expand the medical
services in order that all of us and our children can live
in health and happiness in the years to come.

SEPTEMBER 14, 1958, (Time issued at 1600 hours)
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