SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT FRESS STATEMENT — YMC/INFS, S5E.2/58

SFEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR HEAITH, THE HON, MR.A.
J.BRAGA, AT THE COMMONWEALTH PARLTAMENTARV ASSOCIA~
- TION CONFEPENCE HEID AT JEQSEITCN,: NORTH BORNEO ON
AUGUST JQ 1998 :

In the changing state of Asia, we must be prepared, as a
combined unit which is too big to be 1gnored to play our full
part,

We are your guests ag the Parliamentary representatives of
the people to discuss our common problems as. parliamentarians

and inform each other of our réspective achlevenwnt -These dis-
cusgiong are particularly vuluable with the need we all have' to
read the trends of our future; for we cannot isolate ourselves

from the development of Asia, even if we wished to, For collect ively
we are too great to be ignored, ‘and it cannot be our wish not to
play our part, small as our terrltorle are,‘an the re-alignment

of Asday:, W1th the same seismic effects. in. the pelltlc of the
‘world, a; a. maaor geological change would affect the phy ical-
structure of the world, 3 53 v

If we are divided and are played off one agalngt the other

as were the Balkan natiofis of Europe, our destiny will be mani-
pulated Tor the benelit of others, and our  internal policies and
dreams of economic and social progress will be jecpardised, Neither
individually nor collectlvely can we have any illusions of world
gréldeur; we can threaten no one; but, because of our position, we
can be thleatened ‘

: Singapore has succesafully adjusted 1t,elf to the changing
economic patterns of the world,when the old contrast of the 1ndugtria1
West and the raw-materlal-produc1nb East is breaking down. Asi

products and Asian banking firms have found ulngapore ready to
welcome them, :

Before making extensive. plang for the futyre, the first
job is to ascertain the extent of the problem - and it is only
by X-ray thet the es rly cases of T,B, can be-detected,

Implement ing recommendations made by Sir Harry Wunderley,
Director of Tuberculosis of the Commonwezalth of Australia, who
was invited to visit Singapore in 1955 in order to assess "the
situation in this part, the Government of Singapore app01nted an
Assistant Director of iledical uerv1ce~(Tuberculosl°) whose duty )
is to coordineate all mecsures against tuberculosis and to

establish a Central Case Registry., The Quarantine and Prevention
of Infectious Diseases Ordinance was also amended so that all
infectious cases of T.B. are reported to the Assistant Director
of Medical Services (Tuberculoslﬂ) Having thus prepared the way,
a cagse - finding programme was launched with the assistance: of a-
team of experts from Australla under the Colombo Plan.

s Three miniature portable X-ray equipments were obtained from

: tHeVUnlted Kingd om,

During this survey it iz pronoged to X-ray ey OOO persons
over the age of 1L _years in four selected arease It was emphasised
to the public that it was free, voluntary, confidential and that
there will be no .undressinges- The: “people “ETE€ Comoperating in a

wonderful manner, All the evidénce goes to prove that the people

of Slngapofe appre01ate What we are-doing for them, S
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