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SPEECH BY THE MDf ISTER POR HEALTH9 THE HONo MR.Ao 
JoBR.AGA, AT ' THE CGMMONVifEALTH PARLIAMENT.ARY ASSOCIA- . 
~ ION CONFERENCE HELD AT JE~QELT CN 9 : NORTH ,. ·BORI'i""EO, . 9N' . . : .. 

AU GU ST .30 ' (; 19 S,8 : I; • . ~- '. ' _. ;, -
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In the cha11ging state of Asia, . vve must be p:rle:pared, as a 
combined unit which is too 'big to be ignored, to play our full 
part . 

~-,__~ .: . 
We are your guests aif -~he-· Parliamenta~y rep·;e;entatives of 

the people to discuss our corllil}on problemi3 .as ., pa~liamentarians 
and inform each other of our r,es'pect ive a);:hieverri.ents. Th_ese :dis-
cus3 ions are particularly valuable 'N i tl1. ,th~ need we .. :all have· t ·o 
read the trends of our future_; : for we canr{cit iso).a:t.~ ,oul;'selv.etl· 
from -th~· development of Asia;· e~en if w,e w.ished to·, For collectively 
we are too great to be ignored, ·and it cannot be our wish not -to 
P.lay o~:r pa__rt, small as our territories ·are1, .•• ,tn) .. P~.ELre-alignment 
of As,.ia·; i, with the same sei?mic effects : ;i,fl r..t,he prplitics of the 

·world, as a. maj,or . geo1o··g1ca1 chan~e Vi:O'tild.; ~ffeqt the physical ·1 
structure of the ·world. · · ·r. T i tj I~) · .. c.,.., , 
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If .we are divided and ·are·~pi~y~d ··~rf one against the .. other 
as were , the' Balltan hat/iohci of Europ·e., our dest inY will, be .man i--
pulated for the benefit of oth.er_s, and our intern-al policies and 
dreams of economic and s·ocial progress will be. je.opardised. Neither 
individually nor cDllectively can we have any illusions of world 

g:r~deur; we can threaten no one; but, because of our p,o8ition, vve 
can be threatened. 

Singapore has s,ucQ~.ssfully 'adjusted itself to the changing 
economic patterns of· the world,when the old .. contrast of the in.ci_\].~t~inl 
W,est. and the raw-material-producing East is breakmg down. Asian 
products and Asian banking firms have found Singapore ready to 
v1e lcome them, ' · · · 

Before mak'ing .ex~ensiv.e .. ~lans for_ the fut~e, the first 
job is to ascertain the . extent of the P~.o1ylem. - ·and it is on·ly 
by X-ray th 2t the eerly cases of T. B. ca.n: :_ be~ detected. 
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Implementing recommendations made. ·by 8 ir Harry Wunderley, 
Dire ct or of Tuberculosis of the Commonwealth of Australia, who 
was invited to visit Gingapo:i."'e in 1955 in order to assess the 
situation in this part , the Governme nt of. Singapore appointed an 
Assistat1t Director of Medical Servi.ces(Tubercul.osis) whose duty 
is t ·o coordinate all me .::: sure s against · tub~rculo.s is and to 
establish a Central Case Registry. The Quarantin.e and Prevent ion 
of Infectious Diseases Ordinance was also a.mended s-0 that all 
infectious cases of T· . B. are reported to the'·Assistant Pirector 
of Medical Se:r·vices (Tuber culos.ts) •. Having ··thus prepared ,..the way, 
a case - f:indin.g programme was launched with the assistance ... of a--
team of expe~ts ·rrom Australia under the Colombo Plan. 

, Three miniature portable X-ray equipment .s were obtained from 
the uh i ted Kingdom. '° 

During this survey it is pro::iosed to X-ray 50,000 persons 
over the age of 14. year..s iil- .f0ur selected areas. It was -emphasised 
to the public that it was free, voluntary, confiden~_.tal and that 
there wil_l, _.b.e . ...n..a. .undr.e.ss in:·g-. - ·The -- p·eo1r1e-··aY>-Ef ·-cfo-;..operating :in a 
wonderful manne;r-. All the y.V idence · gees .to pr qye :that tpe people 
of S:ingapo:re aJtp:reciate- 'what we are doing for them. C 'i. ·. 

September 1, 1958 (T ·ime issued 1230 hours) 
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