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SFEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERN-

MEWT, LANDS AND HOUSING, ENCHE ABDUL, HAMID

BIN HAJI JUIAT, MADE AT THE LEGISLATIVE

AJQZTBLY MEETING ON WED., SEPT., 10, 1958

AT THE BECUND READING OF THE HOUSING AND
DEVELOPMENT BITL

I have His Excellency's consent to proceed with this
Bill and move "That the Bill be now read a Second iime".

8ir, in the Waite Paper on the Report of the Committee -
on Local Government (Wos Cmd. 30 of 956), Government indicated
its agreement thatv tiie Singapore Improvenent Trust should cease
to exist and that the responsibhllity for public housing and the
comn”ehelsive develonment and redevelopment for a variety of
purposes of areas of land designated by Government should be
laid on a Singapocire Dcveloomenu Board &p pointed by Governmente

The lines on which the operations of the Board should
be financed and thewreby conirolled by Government was indicatved
in a further White Paper, that on Housing Subsidy Policy, No.
Cmds 6 of 1957« I pnropose in this speech merely to refer to
the intention behind the provisions of this Bill without
reflerence io parvicular clauses. r

The Boand 1g designed to be a small one of five members

" who would not he rewresentatives of other bodies orr authorivies,
and who would bHe paid. Membership of the Legxslauive Assembly
is made a diSCdalLJiC&uiuH ag its service with the GoveﬁﬂmeqU an
a local authority within one yean belore the date of appointmente
Thhe purpose of thesc neasures is to secure an independent Boaind
which could DHe nrespconsible cnly to Government and would cariy
out public policy as laid down by Government. For ihis purpose
also, the Board is required to submitv for approval all iis pro-
posals and also to fix mpenis Ffor housing accommodaiion only
with the approvol of the Minister.

The Minister 1s further empowered to give the Boanrd
directions of’ a gencial nature nov inconsistent with the nio-
visions of the Ordinance, Other usual methcds of contirol are

also prescribed in the Ordinance including the reguirement fon
thhe Board to submit an annual budgev oy approval by the
, Minister, to seek the Governor-in-Council's approval for loans
e and the terms Tor renayment of such loans, and to submit accounts
for avditv by an Auditor nomin-ted by the Minisien.

Subjeci to these conerols, it is interded that the Board
should he free-to »un its own affairs and to carry out its
projecis in the manner it thinks best. The Board will be
allowed 0 »Hureue 1is own operaticnal policy end all guestiions
regarding such policy should be deali with Gh?OJgh its ocwn
public nrelations cinganieation. The allcgatvion of housing
should not he a polivicel issue. The Board will have contiol
off its own Tinancial af'fairs, subject vo the overall financial
approval and the grant of an annual Government housing subsidy,
and 1t would be run on husiness-like lines, balancing its own
1A 4 income and expenditure vl thin the framcwork ol an agreed
i : subsidy nolicya o
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, It is intended that' the Board should be made the com—
pevent planning authority in new mwn areas or in areas of com=
o rehensive development so that it would not be subject t©o
planning control by the local authoritvy, but ic would be
X reaulred s} observe the provisions of uiie Master Plarh
g e f /_:Ocal. e
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Local authcrity by-laws arxe also made inapplicable o6 the Boa ide
It will be necessary, lovwever, for the Boerd, as at present, 0O
retvain proper liaison, consyltatvion and agreement with other
bodies in coxder to cnable them to gear thelr actlvities according lye

The present system will he continued whereby Government
reguires compulsorlly under the Land Acquisl ¢l on any land required
Tor 1ts projects, which it has pover to but cannot huy by privaie
treatys. The Board is alsc given power, with the approval of e
Minister to sell, lease, surrender, morigage, exchange or cther=-
viige deal with 1vs lavda

The Board will 2pnoint, a paid Chief Executive Officer in
charge ol varicus departients \administraitive, aichiteciural,
Cengincering, housing valuation and finance)s The running of ihe
Boaxrd could he lcoft, by delegation of authority from the Board, to
tie Chief Fxecutive Officer aml other executlive officials whele-
ver mossible. PFor the puipose of facilitating executive aciion
also, it is specirically provided that the Chief Executive
Officer shall he entitled to atvend, and teke part though not 1o
Vove in vhe discussions of the Boand. '

(

The rent policy of the Board will be dictvated by that
laid down in the Government White Paper on Housing Subsidiess
Tie Avthority would calculate economic rent taking into account
among other maticrs the cost of land, preparation of site,
legal fees, administrative charges and f'ees, rates and taxes, loan
charges, rcpairs and maintenance. Government would decide, as a
rent in tho wvaricvs income groups and the level of rents which
should be charged for various types of accommodatvion in respeciv d
eachh block of houses o scheme having regand to the itype of .person
likely to occupy then - :

Government would then pay annually, by vote in the
Estimates, the diffcrence between the economic rents and the renis
derivaeble from the implcmentation of Govem ment policy, thus
‘enabling the Boand to halance iis housing account annuwally and
retaining in the hands of the Assembly power o conirol wenis and
vary the rate of subsidlsation of housings

- In view of the control of rents exepcised by Government
under the above policy, it is considered uanecessary that e
2,000 prewar properties should he subject any Ifurther to the
nrotections off the Control of Rent Ordinances With regard to
any suggeotion of diserimination between the Trust and other
private landlords, it should be noted that the Trust has standards
of supervision and maintenance which private landlords do now
atsemnt Lo ProvidCs :

The financial procedure of the Board is determined also
by the statemont of policy set out in the White Paper on Housing
Subsidiese ¥, '

mhic Governmont would supply funds at ourrent raves o
interest anl periods of repayment 1n each casec, 1.€s 60 years for
rermanent buildings, lcss, perhaps 20 years, for others. As at
present, rfunds would be advanced in instalmenis as required on
the basis of programmes approved by the Assembly., The arrange-
ments would be purely coasercial and in accordance with accepted
practice in such maticiSe : : : el
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It would be nccessary, in order that informetionc.
on fre financial wositicn of the Trusi may be casily
ascervainable, for the Trust to keep capital sxpendil ture accounis
nd a hovusing income and expendituire account which should bhe in
balance each vear, i th the annwal housing subsidy providing
the balancing Tactors

I have stated the intentions of Governmeni at some
length because it is necessary 1o explain why the Bill has
been drawn in 1ts present 1oiM. t is possible ‘that Hone
Members may not all agree that these are guite the best pro-
visions for the organization of the Housing and Development
Board, and in matiers cof detail, the Government will he pre-
pared to listen to any sugzestiions Hon. Members may wish to
biring forwands Indecd, I have, myseli,already ireceived
cernvein suggestioms for adserd ment which I have accepted and
included in a notice of amendment. It is Government's intention”
that the Bill he committed to a Seclect Commititee for examinations

—— e

Bepte 10, 1958, (Time issued 1300 hours)
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