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It was vYi th 2:r : ~.t J:)1 G2.8'1J.1:e that I acceptecl. yom:> invitat1011 
to open tocl.ay the ttC·7 P +~em:Lses ot your S tancl.arc1-Vacuu1n Dealers 
Assoc:La tion. Your aL:1 :Ls, I see i'rom yom:> rules , "to regulate 
rela "'cions betYveeI1. e :-1rlloye ~~ ancl. fa1~1l oyee, or betwee11 one member 
ancl. Eu1othe.r, afl.cl. e11cl.eavour to acl.ju.st cUi'f' erences betwee11 these 
parties b;y- a ,i1:Lca1J le an.cl. conciliatoJzy means . 11 

As a p ol:Lt:Lcal leacl. e1:1 tlia t last ph:i'.'ase makes me sigh with 
nostalgia, s.s a.-aicabl0l1ess aJ1c1 ;c oncil:Lato1:il1ess aJ:e not the most 
obv:L ous cha1:acte1:istics of' our ·politics in Si1.1gapo1:e, eve11. on the , ., 
t i'u~esholcl. of' self-govern.men.t . 

But al though nw c c.1.lling h 2.s not lea1:1nec1 i'rom y01.11" calli11g, 
I ca.fl. always say, 11Do as I tell you; aJ.1cl. not as I do. 11 For this 
political field i s only one f'iel cl. in ou1~ Si£1.gapo1:1e estate anc1 
tl1<:::,re are o tiler f':LP,lc1s, ecot1.omic, cultural and social, vvllich must 
be C"L"Ll t:L va tec1 so t hat the seecl. of' sel f' -gover11ment can gJ:ow J:apiclly 
anc1 stm:icl.ily. I n ass oc:L nt i ons of' lilce-m:Ll1cl.ecl. people such as yours, 
aJ.1cl. in the achi6veii:.ent o:f:' uJ1i ty we are buildi11.g a s tJ:oi:i.ger comrm..1ni ty, 
a close1:1 web of re latim18hi ps to bind us together to f'ace the 
gr Ga t, but not :Lnsm:mo1.wtable , tasks ahead. 

You re1)1:esen.t a j)I' Oiilin.e1.1t pa1::t of' our Singapore scene. It 
is · not possible to tJ:iavol :r ar vd thout seeing your Pegasus, but 
I m1..1.s t coi-d'ess tha t o. visitor of Mars would be phzzl ecl. to cUscoveJ:1 
why a shell ahrnys seemE:d to be founcl. close to you'r flying hox·se, 
as if it wc1:e the ob j ect of' :L ts search. L1 any case, as J.10 doubt 
the mocl.ern SiY!.1.t11:Lks w:Lll nut the old air-borJ1e horses out of 
busi1.1ess ancf out to grass-; .110 doubt you will lJ e se1:1ving unc1er 
the so.me name~ lJut a.n.othor , emblem. 

Yet l env:L.1g the nE:ln of 1\/iars to their p I1oblems anc1 1..,eturning 
t o ours, th o 1:1apicl. g I•oVi th of' the sales of pe t1..,ol, which we as 
Minis t ':: l'.'S ~ii2. tell with cl.elight as co J1t ribut:L.1g greatly through 
taxatio11 t o ou.1'.' welfar e schemes f or Sin.g2.po1:1e, is a sign of' om:i 
rising standarq ot living. 'Ve hnve 75,000 motor vehicles i.L1 
S i11gapo1:0 ! one i'oi: eve1:1y 2 0 of' our popuJ. a tion, one for eve1zy 10 
acl.ul ts, one :f:'01:: overy f'ou.r households . 'l'his is fou.1.., times the 
numbe1" of cars in 1347, aj.1(1 cl.ou.lJle the ;.1umber i 11. 1951. 

Our busit1ess , 01JJ: le:Lsti.1:e, · ou.J: ecl,ucation cl.epencl 011 them, and 
they have ce2. secl. to be the luxury of' the f'ew. And the straighten-
ing an.cl. vv:Lcl.en:L.1g of' onJ7 roads proceeds apace while 011 the parkii1.g 
problem appears to baffle us. But the rate of growth is the rate 
of' our prog1..,ess. Our a chi evemedc of' self'- gove11 tunent reflects 
re.picl. prog1~ess in ow: cl.evelo11 mont, but it also 1:1ep1..,esei1ts the 
cho.llenge of' our self- gover1u,1ent? that our eco110~1 must be geared 
to the same speed of' grmvth in. the proc1uctio11 of' wealth, and to 
the same t1.,enc1 of change in the c1.:Lstributio11 of' wealth, i f self'-
gover11ment :ls to :cirove ou.1:i capo..ci ty ancl. f'ulf'il OUl'' high expeota-
tion.s . 

· Jhatever cha11.gos mu.st c om0 in our oco1~omic ancl. social life 
must come w:I. thout damage to il1dus t rial or communa l r elationships 
in shoJ:1t we must se ek J?J:ogress , lJut ·we must seek: it , as ;y·our l"ules 
l)Ut it, by :' amicable and coi1cili .:. tory means," by the path of U11:Lty. 
Wo are too crowa.ecl. a CO!tlr,".Tu1ity and too c1epenc1ent OJ.1 the commerce 
of our market place, t o risk tho ir:e0spot1.sibility of' g_uarrcls OVE'J J:' 
irrclevanci o~ . Rather nre responsibility, rel eva.11ce and l"eso1...u:1ce-
f'·olJ.1ess the :~ng.rec.l.:L eJ.1ts of success in achieving M:ercl.eka. 
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Lac1iGs and G<::mtlEl'.1en., my I wi sh you all succ c:ss in the 
hospitable at !:nosphcrc 0 f ~lOUJ: n ~w club-house . May it bring to 
your ·association the new s1.u1 ge of' lif'e symlJ ol:Lse cl by the f'lyil1g 

·hOJ'.'S8 of the'. Con1(JcHW ;:/ OU seJ:YG. 

J1JLY 12, 1958. ( Time issue a. . at 1440 ·ho1J.:1.1s ) 
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