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SPEECH BY ·.:HE MINIS1'ER FOR LOCAL GOVJTIBNMENT, 
Li\NDS AND HOUSING, CHE ABDUL HAMI D BI N BAJI 

. .JID11AT, ·_T 1J:HC O?I1UNG OF '.I'HE CHANGI COMMUNI'IY 
CE-~~'.r~_i)l~GJ2.TUJillll;L __ ~E.!...?.£t 1958 AT ~...2.9 P. M. 

F:LI'st ancl. foremos t I shonlcl. like to tha11k th(;:) Ru1:al Boal'.'Cl. 
for: inviting me to open th:Ls ve1:y fii1e Community Centre. I was 
;)loasecl. to acCCj;t this invitation not otu y a s Min:Lster , X'U1:a l 
•11a·,,te1:1s come U!tde:i: my 1:io1:1 t fo l :Lo , but because the welf:::1.1:e of r-i.11::'l 
rl.well m::s 2.J.1cl. the cl.ovolopmcnt of' the 1::m:al a1:eas is of deep per'S '_ .wl 
:~n-ve1: os t ancl. c o11ce1:1n to me. 

The Cini1:rna11 of tho Ru1:o.l Bo2.1:cl , has me11tio11ed s ome of the 
i",:Ew.y funct:Lons ancl. n1::ojects u11cl.ertake11 by the Rural Boa1:'d. Be s:kl. oc 
tb::se there a1:e, of' course , other Government p1:ojec t s , some c ow-
~Jle tec1 a11d o"cl101:s in the com:se of' execution ,-ih:Lch aI'e also 
cl.ec :Lg11ecl. to :Lr.1p1:ovo th l:Lvelihoocl. a11cl. wolfa1:1e of 1:1u1:al people , 
:-.rJ :i:'01: exampl e,' the cl.ra:L110.ge schemes at Becl.ok and elsewhere, 
t:rn v a1:1i ous land resettle men.t schemes along ·rampiJ.1.es Road a td 
T-.1.1:011g/Buki t Panj 3.n.g , ancl. oomething in. which I have been very 
:zconly i11teJ:ested 11amely, the 11ew exte11s:Lo11S to tlY; Malay Set tle-
.·,e11.t s at Jalan Em1os ,. f,..yer Gonru.J:oh ancl. 8 m. s . East Ora st Rond • 
.i~s 1: egm:icl.s the oxten.s:Lon of' the Malcty Se·ctle ment at ,Jalan Eu.nos , 
J.t shoDlcl. be possible to sto.1->t mak:LJ.1g al l ocation.s of lots i11. a f'o\! 
vf-. .rnks time. MeaffNhile ~olans f'or the exte11sion of Ayer Gemu1:1oh o.rc 
;1:ocoecl.i11g. I t hink it is no exaggoJ:ation to say that all future 
: · jo 1: developments on SincaJJore Island will take place :L11. the 
_,.'1:1eso11t rural O.j:eas of S ing':'.po1:ic - mo1:e :L11te11sif'iccl. farming ancl. 
rese t t le ment , the bul k of the industrial cl.evelopmedc, 11ew towns '1.1d 
·~o,.1.si11g schst.1cs , roac1 cl.eve lopmo11.t inclucUng more agricultm:al re, r'l.s, 

a11.c1 a ll rou11d improvecl. s 01~v:Lces 1:VhetheT they be hc2l th, education 
01: cl.omC;st ic supply. In otho1" wa1:c1.s , the rm:al a1:eas still uncl.erc.o 

g1:1oat tJ:ansforma tion :Ln the no:;ct five to te11 years . 

I should like to s :_y m;y t2iG.nks to the RuJ:D.l Board ancl. :L ts 
:-· taff for ti:e ir ma11.y yo a r's of sorv ice 011 behalf of the 1:urc:.l p COJ)l e 
.ncl. to co11g1:atulate them for· theiJ:' achievements. As Mr . Meadovvs 
~;.as saicl., l ocal govc1~J.1.me11t i'u11ct:Lot1.s a11.cl. a ct :L iTl "Gies are rarely 
ST>GC tacular. N0veJ:thel es s if a c oi;1:9a1:iso11. is made w:L th say the 
1:1c:.1::al areas 011ly f'ive J EU:'s ago , :Lt c a11. honostly be sa:Ld tLat ver:y 
s Jlicl. a.ncl. 1J1io1:thv1hilo cl.evelon:·,1cJ.1ts have b0en accorr~pl ished. The R,_1_1:r.~L 
B · arcl. c a11 be p1:1oucl. of' its 1"cco1:cl. c,ncl. pas t pe1:1f'o1:rmJ.1ce. 

I t is onl y f'itt:Lng that I si-~ould pe.y t his t1:ibute today s:L.nc 1 
Ln tho vory 11.0£u:1 futm:io , the Rural Board will i tsolf w.1.de1:1go th ·,':L1. r~ ~ 

f the ,;a jor tJ:1 8.11.Sformat:Lons afi'ect:L11.g tlX; 1:m:a l a1:e:1s. I 1:•ef'0;::, .f' 
vu1::sc , to the three new District Counc:Lls which are to be establ.i-· 
0l~.ec1 sho1:-cly, t1amely tho J{c.tong Dist1:1ict Cou11cil , the Serc.11.gooJ.1 
D:~st1::Lct Cou.11c:Ll ancl. the ,Ju1:1011g/Bukit :Pa11jang Dist1":Lct Counci l. Au 
_,· . .-.·_.,_ are awa1:1e theso tll.'!:G'e J.1.ew Com1.cils wil l -c 11e11 take the placu ot 
· . .:,0 Ru.r>e. l Bo2.J:1cl. a11Cl. each iNill h:.ve a Counc:Ll of' 12 clectecl. Coun ·:lll oiG 
· ,,,J. th1:1eo 11omL1.2.tecl. Counc:Ll l o1:1s p1:es icl.oc1 oveJ: by a Cha.irman who i3 
~·oovornfue0t off ic01~ 

This t1::an sf' 01:(11a t :Lon l" o;Jres c, 11 ts a g1:1ea t con.st i tu. ti onal B.dY[U1 co~ 
1)~ tng -cl:B fii-•st t:Lme t l:.a t 1:1u.ral aff a:Lrs hav e boe11 placed under: the 
,h1~Gct cont:i::ol of the 1:1u1::c.l peopl e thGt,1s0lves . In .. othc1: worcl.P ••• 
• • • you • • • • the acl.ul t ri1 lGs 211cl. f:•em:i.les of' tl~ J'.'U.J:a l a1:1ons 
· ·:Lll now hav e an opno1:1 c·o.nJ.t;-,r of t 2.ki11g a cl.irect i11te1:cst in the 

· c1:('l.:L11a1:y cl.ay to cl.ay af'faj_1:is ·.;h:Lcb nfi' ect your welfare a11C1 cl.a:Lly 
J.ii'e - such 2s 1,mjo1:: :i::rn.cl.s, agricuJ_tUJ'.';.:l rioacl.s, cl.J:Ri11s , f'oot:oa-vl.1s 
')ridgGs , health, m2.rkets , •iate1~ atYJ. elec"crica l sup·olies, bus sh, lt, J:s, 

11 cl. a lm.11.cl.recl. 3.ftt 011.e o -che1~ t l::.i11g s . 

/ However . •••.• 
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However, I must 1:1em:Lncl. yo11 that i ·c is twt just a mat te1:1 0:f.' 
saying I wan.t this OJ'.' that a1.1fl. oxpecti11.g ·chat i·c can. be cl.one. 
Fin~n~es are limitqcl. and ot presen t of a ·total of 1lj,000,000 ~o 
ho spe:i.1t in the ru1:al aJ:ieas in 1958 ,' only ~2 , ooo, o~o is cl.eJ::L vo6. i'r" r11 
Ru1:a l Boarcl. J:evonue - in otho:r · mr cl. s Gove1:11ment co11trH1utes 
~11 , u OO~OOO to exJ1onc1.it1JJ'.'G. As a corqpaJ:iison, expenditure in the 
J",J.N1l areas in 1954 amcu11tecl. to 0111y ~: 5! million. i~s money :Ls Li_: u. ,,c::,.'i. 
.some p1:iojects will h2.ve to compete with othe1:1s ancl. p1:ii ori t:LGs ri:Lll 
ha ve to b~ cl.1:awn: up so that in'IJ)ortcu1t th:Lngs ar•e cl.ealt with f':LJ:iot 
.;hile othoJ'.'S will h:-.ve to be cl.ei'GJ'.'J~ec1. G1:1a11.cUose sche'mes ·will 

l'l.Ec V.O to be tJ'.'irnmecl.. ; .. 11 these cl.ay to cl.o.y mat tm'.'S af'f'ec t:Lng YDUJ'.' 
wolf' r8 o.nd in.flucncing the future development of' your village ··i :.i. J.!. 
be t ho 1:iesponsibilit~r of' the l e.::_c101: s who you e l e ct to J'.'GpJ:eso11t _,·en 
·~J.1 the DistJ'.'ict Council - tiJ.e lo8.c1GPS in whom ;;,rou must place yo-m:i 
trust and who are ontJ:li.stecl_ to l ook af'teJ'.' ;vouJ'.' welfaJ'.'e and evoryda.'f 
(1fi'a:LJ:s. Yonr f'utrn:e welfa1:ie in l ocal govcn1ment matteJ:s is tlh~ rn. -
f' ,) 1'.'G in yom: hancl.s. I urge you to uso yom'." new vvon pri vilegGs ·. :LtL 
the g1:ea t0st c a1::ie an.cl. 1'01::cthought. Ensur•e sta1nli ty 111 the fu turD 
b y exe1:1c isi11g the utmost cUscretion and 1:1esponsib:Llity when it cc mo :-; 
t o c2.s t:LJ.1.g you,1::i vote. Choose yom: repJ:esd1. te. ti ve p1:"LJ.cl.ently. 

In co11clusion - artd to come back to the immecl.:Late p1:esent, 
I should l:Lke to s ay "Ghat I s:Lnce1:oly hope that the J'.'Ul:al people 111 
this local:Lty - the ch:Llcl.ron, tho youths ancl. the acl.ul ts - will mako 
the fullest poss:Lbl e use of this Community CeJ.1.t1:e al"d. that it wil l 
become the foctJ.l poin.t of your i11.t ores ts, of' a stJ:OJ.1.g a11.cl. heal thy 
co1nmm1.i ty sp:LI'i t and of ci v:Lc consc:Lousness. 

I woul cl. like to end m.;y s.cl.cl.J:os s with a worcl. of warning a1.1cl. 
a (l.Vice - tha·G is to keep politics out of youJ'.' g1:oup ac·c:Lvi·cies Ln 
the Community Ce11.t1:1 e . OthoFviiGc social hormo11.y will be lost ancl. 
;your Ce11.t1:e will not p11 osp0r. 

J?cb. 22, 1958. (Time issuec1 J.,200 hom:1s) 
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