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SPEECH BY UHE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT,

LLZNDS AND HOUSING, CHE ABDUL HAMID BIN HAJI

. JUMAT, T TIE OPINING OF THE CHANGI COMMUNITY

CENTRE, ON SATURDAY, FEB.22, 1958 AT L, 30 P, M.

Firét and foremost I should like to thank the Rural Board

for inviting me to open this very rfine Community Centre. I was
plcased to,accept this invitation not only as Minister, rural

maters come under my portfolio, butl because the welfare of ruprcl
dwellers and the development of the rural areas is of deep perscnal
inierest and conecern to me.

The Chairman of the Rural Board, has mentioned some of the

pany funetions and mrojects underitaken by the Rural Boarde Besides

zse there are, of course, other Government projecis, some com-
nleted and others in the course of execution which are also
designed to improve th: livelihood and welfare of rural people,
~g foy example, tihe drailnage schemes a2t Bedok and. elsewhere,
siie various land resettlement schemes along Tampines Road and
Turong/Bukit Panjang, and something in which I have been very
Zeenly interested nainely, the new extensions to itle Malay Settile-
aents at Jalan Bunos, Ayer Gemuroh and 8 ms. Bast Ca st Roads
Ag regards the extension of the Malay Setile ment at Jalan Tunos,
1t should be possible to stort making allocations of lots in a few
waeks vimees Meanwhile nlans for the extension of Ayer Gemuroh are
aroceedings. I think it is no exaggeration to say that all future
rijor developments on Singapore Island will vake place in the
nresent rurel areas of Singapore - more intensified farming and
resetile ment, the bulk of the industrial development, new towns ».1d
~ousing scheics, road development including more agriculturel roads,
and all round improved sorvices whether they be heal tli, educatvion
or domestic supplys In other wards, the rural areas suvill undergo

grecat transformation in the next five to ten yearss

I should like to soy my thanks to the Rural Board and 1ts 6
svaff for itheir many years of service on behalf of the rural people
.nd to congratulate them for their achievements. As Mr. Meadows
nes saild, local government Functions and activities are rarely
soectaculars Nevertheless if a comparison is made with say the

rural areas only five yoars ago, it can honcgtly be said that very
solid and worthwhile developicnts have been accomplished. The Rural
Board can be proud of its record and past performances .

It is only fitting that I sbould pay this tribuie today since,
in the very near future, the Rural Beard will itself undergo th- wirs
o the major itransformations affecting the rural areas. I refer, o
¢ourse, o the three new District Councils which are to be establi-~
sned shorily, namely the Kotong District Council, the Serangoon
District Council and the Jurong/Bukit Panjang Disirict Council. Ag
7o are aware thege thwee new Councils will then take the place of

tixe Rural Board and each will have a Council of 12 elected Councillors
“nd three nominated Councillors presided over by a Chalrman who 1s

a CGovernment officens

This transformation represcnis a great constituiional  advance,
boing the first time that rural affairs have been placed under the
direet contwol of the rural people themselves., ' In other words '+ «

s o JOU o s o o Ghe adult mles and femrles of the rural areas
1ll now have an oppowtunity of taking a dilirect iInterest in the

oxdinary day o day affairs which affect your welfare and daily

lif'e - such as major re ds, agriculiural roads, drains, fooipaths
bridges, health, markets, water and electrical supplies, bus shocltors,
nd a huindred amd one other thingse
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However, I must remind you that it is not just a matter of
saying I want this ox that am expecting that it can be done.
Tinances are limited and at preucnt‘of a‘total of l), 06,000 wo
be spent in the rural areas in 1958, only $2,000, 050 is derlvcd e
Rural Boawrd revenue - in other vords Gove“nmenu con“"thues
$11,000,000 to expenditure. 4z a co MUG”LSOH,'OYpOHGLuU“e in the
rural aveas in 1954 amocunied 1o only H5— million. 4s money is 11
some projects will have wo competse with others and priorities will
have tc be drawn up so that important things are dealt with first
vihile others will have to be deferred. randiose schemes will

have 1o be trimmeds 411l these day to day matters affecting o
pelf re and influencing the fuiture development of your willage will
be the responsibility of the leaders who you elect to-represcint you
on" the Distriet C”UHCL7 - the lecaders in whom you must place your
trust and who are cnirusied to look after wour welfare and evoryday
affeirs. Your fuiure welfare in local government matters is thero
fore in your handss I vrge you to use your new won privileges
the gweatost care and forethoughts Ensure stability in the fUu"vo
by exewcLstng thie utmost discretion and responsibility when it comes
to casting your vote. OChoose your representative prudentlys

In conclusion - and tc come back to the immediate present,
I shiould like to say that I sincerely hope that the rural people in
this locality - the children, the youths and the adults - will make
the fullest possible use of this Community Centre and that it will
hecome the focul point of your intcresis, of a sirong and healihy
community spirit and of civic conselousinessSe

I would like to end my addircss with a word of waraing and
advice - that is to keep politics out of your group activivies in
the Communlty Ceniirce Otherwise sceial harmony will be lost and
your Centre will not prospers 2
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