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SPEECH- BY TEE _MINISTER FOR- LOCAL- GOV.1· Rl'ifMJill'iJ'.T, 
LANDS AND HOUSING, I NCHE A~nUL HAMID BIN HAJI 
,JUMA T 9 JN MO:VING 'l'HE MOT.ION TO ADOPT- THE RE:20RT 
Fl-iOM · THE SELECT COMMI!I'TEE ON THE LOCAL- GOVERN-

_ MENT E;LECTIONS BILL 9 AT THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEiVIBLY 
MJill._T~NG ON~jEDNG~DAY,...lJLLY 17TH, 1957 

As Honourable Merribe J:: s of this Assembly a1"e a\'Ya1:e, the Local 
Government Elections Bill is co~lemen ta1:y to the Local Gove1:nmen t 
Bill. With the enactment of' tlies e two Bills, it will then be 
:oos s i ble unc1eJ: the new local gov ':') r:nment 01:gani sa tion to proceed 
with elections at the ee.1::licst oppo1:itru1ity which in the case of 
the City Council will be Decemb,e1:, this yea r and in the case of' tiH:J 
District OoUJ1.cils about Ma1:ich 1958. 

Members will have ob se1::vecl. i'1:om the Rep·o1"t that only a f'EJYi 
w1:: :Ltten re1n•esen-Gations ·wm::e su'i.Jmittecl. and that no 01"al rep1:,e-
sentations wer•e made. Meri1be1::s viill wish me to cl.1:aw theil'.' attenti rn1 
"u o the main amendments to the Bill in Select Committee. This I 
will proceed to do. 

Concerning clause 5, a nevi p a1"ag1:aph (c) has been incluc1ecl. 
-rn eJ.1able ci t izens of' the Un:Lt ec1 Kingcl.om 01" Colonies 01:, p e1:>son 
boJ:ll in the Feel.era t ion of' Malaya, Sa1:1awak, No1:th Bo11neo 011 BI'une i 
-co vote afte1: one yea1"' s 1:esicl.ence. The reason f'o1" this is tha t 
while the Bill has ext encl.ec1 the right to vote to alien nationals 
:i)1: ov:Lcl.ecl. they have f'i ve yea1"s 1:1esi cl.ence , adult peJ~sons who are 
c:Ltizens of' the United K:Lngcl.om or were b or•n in Ma laya, etc. we1:e 
bar1:ed f~om voting because they have less than five years resicl.enc 0. 
Neve1:theles s, t ho s 0 same peJ::sons with only 011.e yea1:1 ' s res icl.en.ce cnr:. 

vote in the Legislative Assembly elec -Gi011s. By this amendment tno;y 
can now also vote in t lrn local goveJ:n.ment elections after• one 
year's r esidence. 

With 1:1ega1:>c1 to the machineJ,y for elections, amendments 
have been made to clause 9 to .1:r:e et representa-Gions which l:a ve bo en 
made, ac1voca ting imp rovements to polling arrangements. Sub-clauses (_,; ) , 
(/.+) and (5) give cl.:i.scJ::e tiona1:1y powe1::s to the Returning Off ice1" 
1,ega1:>cl.ing -G11e n1.unbe1:: anc1 kind of polling stations a11c1, for guicl.ance 
in the exe1:>cise of his cl.is cretion, tle pl'.' ovision of' one :polling 
station for every -Gwo thousand electoJ:s is exppessly recom:11encl.ecl.. 

The mnin amei1.'1. ment to clause 10 is a l :lttle technical. 
BJ:ief'ly, the purpose of' the new sub-clause (1), 9eing a telescoped 
ve1:1sion of' th:i olcl. s ub-clause (1), (2 ), (3 ) and l4), is to mable 
ar1"angements to be :11ac1e f'o.r I>l"epa1:>ing tl.e Local Gove1:nment electora.l 
!"olls cor1:ec tec1 up to ls t AJ)1:il, 1957, instead of' up to the 1st 
Ap1"il, 1956. In an ticipation of Ci-G;Y. elections in December, 
el ec tor•al l"olls co1"rec tecl. Ul) to ls t April, 1957, a1"e al 1:1eac1y 
ru1cl.er p1"eparation. Claims an:l. objections will, of cou1::se, f'oll9w the 
:•)roe ecl.ure given in Clause 11~ 

Ttu1 nin.[.; to clo.use 6S ,. the purpose of' the pro, is ion which 
has been ac1c1ecl. t'o pa.1"ag1:aph (a) of' sub-clause (1) is to make it 
clea1:> that eithe1:1 payment for , or cont1:1act to pay fo1:1, any 
p etrolGum usec1 f 01" vehicles ·nhi ch may be lawfully used for tl1 e 
conve;y-a11ce of' el ec-w1:s to tl'e pol l is NOT an illegal p1:1acti ce. 
It expressly Dl"Ovic1es tha t such ·,:,ayment shall be Pegardec1 as 
expenses w:Ltl1in the meaning of' clause 65 which limits the total 
expenses which may be incurl"ecl. by candiclates. 

/Apal"t f1"om ••• 
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Apa1:it f 1: om the aliDncl.ments which I have already cl.esc1::Lbecl., 
MenilJOl.,S are avvape tla t I have a-- nu-1nber of furthe1:i am0 .11cl.ments to 
:;:iake as given in the Notice of Amencl.t 1E:rn ts. These a pe all mii.101:> 
2,mencl.ments exc ept those ·t o clauseis 22 and 34. 'fiie purpose oi' the 
a 111eJ.1cl.ment to clause 22 is · to roe tit'y an omission by making 
exp1.,ess pr·ovisi on i'Ol"' f illing a cas ual vacancy within two moinhs. 
Con ce1:ning the amenl. ment to cl m.rne 34, it, is slmply .designed to 
ensw:e that the cl.e.te on v1hicli the 1)011 is taken is not l0ss than 
16 days f r om tho date of the nbti c~ of ~lec~io4. 

July 17, 1957. (Time issued 1600 hours ) 
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