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SPEECH BY MR S DHANABALAN,
MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT,
AT-THE FIRST SESSION OF THE SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC'S
29TH GRADUATION CEREMONY AT THE KALLANG THEATRE
ON TUESDAY, 1 AUGUST 1989 AT 10.00 AM

I would, first of all, like to congratulate all the
graduands here for having successfully completed their
studies at the Singapore Polytechnic. I ought to commend
them for having made a wise decision in choosing to purswe a
technical education. I ought to also commend their parents
for having influenced the graduands in making the right
decision. I would also like to congratulate the Singapore
Polytechnic for having supplied our industries and
commercial enterprises with trained officers over the last
35 years.

This year the Singapore Polytechnic received a
record number of applicants for its courses. This shows
that more '0' level school-leavers are realising that a
polytechnic diplana may be more suitable for them instead of
a degree.

I am not saying that everyone should try to enrol in
a- polytechnic. Students who do well academically should go
to a junior college because a general, broal-bassd, 'A’
level course does give them wider scope for further
educational development. However, those who do aot do so
well acajemically and those who prefer practical,
job—-related training, should consider the options which a
polYtechnic prov ides.



A technical aducation does have sagveral plus
points. It takes 16 year-olds fresh from their '0' levels,
and gives them a go~xd, career-orientad training that will
equip them for a job immediately after graduatioa. It 3lso
provides them with a fim foundation for further develop-
ment, either through advanced sgecialised training or
through a degree course.

In the three years that students tak2 O 20tain i
diplana, they are exposed, very guickly, to experisnces

which help them to mature and develop characcter. That 1is
why there are many success stories of Poly jraduates who

have succeeded as top notch managers aad entregreneurs.

The relevance and value of a tecanical education i3
also borne out oy the good enployment grosgects that Poly

diploma holders have been enjoying. Even dur ing the years
of slower economic growth, Poly grads have fared relatively
well .

Annual surveys show that newly jralduaatad Poly
students, whether they are male or female, zajoy starting
salaries that compare favouraoly with jenesral degree-
holders.

; Recently the Govermnent anaounced that Poly
graduates would be given equal priority as 'A' level holdars
for:-entry to the engineeria;; and hard sciznce degree courses
at our universities, provided thay weet the adaission
standards set by the linstitutioans. In announciang tnis, taz2
Government recognises the need to develop our scarce man~
power to its fullest potential and to Jevelop tie
aspirations of many Poly diploma-holilers whe wish to apygrade
themselves by obtaining a degree.

Even for those of you who have s2t your signts on
getting a degree, I would urge you to work for a few y2ars

before you coatinue your studi=s. ¥You will f£ind the
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Although I know that many of you who are racaiving

1

your diplamas today will aspire to obtain a degres, I woual

B,

like to point out that the economy nzeds, and will a2
technologists and mid-level supervisors. Let n2 assuare you
that the market will have to pay adaguately to atract e

technologists and mid-leval supervisors.

I, therefore, expect that for most 0f youa, a Poly

dinlana will take you to career destinatioans that are
interesting and rawarding. It need not be a staje of your

journey towards jetting a degree.

The desire to ootain a jegree is often s
the cammonly held view that degree-holdars shonuld be paid
more than diploma-holders. Theres are aistorical reasoas for
this view and we may never be able to aralicats it totally.
This view, however, is not prevalant worli-wide because in
many developed countries the earnings of sone mid-level
technologists match ¢r even surpass what deyree-holders
earn,

There is bvound to ve a salary Japy at the entry lavel
between the Poly graduate and a degree-holler vecause it
does taks two to thrae years longer t3 acguire a Jejras chan
a diploma. But our modern scisnce and techaolojs-based
economy cannot function and grow without wnid-level tachao-
legists and super&isors.‘ I is the pivotal role of such
-personnel that has parrowed the earaings jap bhetwe2aa 1iplaona
and degree-holders in many developel countriss. The tr2ad,
in Singapore, will be no different. I an gleased Lo leaca
that as the Singapor2 Pol ytechnic =2juips its studsnts witi
state-of-the—-art, technical skills that tnh2 aacka: d2na0ds,
its graduates are already rapidly catching ap with lejrea-

nolders as far as wajes jo.




, On this happy nota, I would like to wisn all tne
graduands of the Singapore Polytachanic success ia your

careers.
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