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SPEECH BY MR S DHAWABALAN, SENICR MINISTER OF ST.TE
FOR NATIONAL DEVELOFMINT, AT VICTORI. SCHOOL FOUNDER?S
LND SFEECH DAY ON 7 AUG 78 AT 9,30 4M

Age is a gurious thing. lhen you are youns you ncver realise

how young you are, but whep ycu are ¢ld, nc cne lets you forgetl I am
happy to be with you today, and though I am older and you are younger,

I hope I speck to you 28 one whe hns been younge

Vhen I was younger, my life revolved arcund the classroom and
the schoolficlds T belicve your lifc is orsnnised in much the same ways
But therc is something I may have known when I was young which you may

not know todaye In my time, kamponi s and villages and smzall clusters
of houses were common social units of life,

with HDB flats and highericc buildincsg.

Today, you are more familiar
The villase ateap huts have

given way Yo the flats and the flats o the housing cstotess

The transition is quite dramotice When villagers and others

from small communities move into new high-risc estates, they find theme
sclves missing the clese community living and familiarity of their former
place where cverybody knew everybody clsse In their new placey they withdraw
into their ovn homes and somehow seem to lose their sense of gregariouge
nesse. Movinr housc is nething news In socicties which are old and
maturey people do shift from place to place according to changes in
income, stotus and ccenomic needs Bub they move intc commuities which
arc already established and the newecomer fites inte a traditionaliscd
framework and order of things. BHub,when you et an area where cverybody
is moving in at about the same time, oo in the case with many HDB areas,
there is no established framework., Everybody in the block is fceling
his way and it may toke many yeors before any community spirit and semse
of-belonging develop, This lack of nceil.hbourliness and sense of belonging
differs even from cne HDB bleck t¢ anothere. In my visits to HDD estates,
I have found thot generally there is grenter neishbourliness amen;! those
staying in one= or two=room rented flats than amon;: these staying in

three= or four=rcom purchascd flatse

It is ensy to cxplain why. In the ohe= anl two-room flats, pcorle

tend to leave their doors cpen for ventiiation, anl to use more of the
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‘common- corridor-and .other-cormon .areas~. This.encourasges -greator nixing

and rives nejgshbours more onportunity o ceme togethers But in the .

bigeer flatz, especially where neihibours do not‘share & common corrider,
families live almost entirely behind clused doors. When thoy leave home,
they lock the dcors behinld thoemy and when they are home, they shut the
docrs after them, They have more to do within the home or their pleasures
are Tound in places away from the HDD estate. 4And as families become more

affluent, the desire for privacy appears tc become greaters

But neighbourliness is more than sreetinsg your neighbour and
visiting and talking to ench other., Knowins your neipghbour is only the

starting point. From this there mast proceed care and concern and

consideration for the neighbour,

Onc: sicn thot shows clearly 2 lack of concern and consideration
ig the misuse of public propertye When people do not care about the
velfare of others, they adopt o carcless attitude in their usc of public
amenitics. Lfter all, why bether about the otheurs whe will use this
property aier me, when I am ncl concerned with their welfare? Insteoad,
I will get the most out of this, and well, why not spoil it sc that no
ore ciut con enjoy it after me? When we stop caring for othersy we
becsmv w as jou can,sce = incregsingly selfish and destructives Caring
for others does not; sad to say, come naturally to everyone, It must
be tausht and learned. We have tried to $rain Singaporecans to care for
the community through varicus laws and regulations such as those against
littering, This attempt hes certairly been successful but has led to
some curious results., UWe find thot Sin-cnporeans would not dore litter
the streets but think nothing of littering the corriders and staircase
of HDB flats or public arcas in shopping centrese Thue roads and sidewalks

are clean but the public areas iaside buildiage are filthy,

Fear of punishmeat is a good storting point for socisl discipline
bus until our people learn %o g beyond this privitive stage, we will
continue to got thesc disconcorting reculis, There is o differcnce
between doing the right thing hecause youn want to avoid the unpleasant
congequences of doing the wrong thing ard doing the rigkt thing becouse
you want to enjoy the pleasant conscquonces of doing the right thingse
The Singaporean mist cultivate gocd habits not becausc he wants to avoid
urpleasant consecquences but beonuse he wants te create o clean and

pleasant surrovnding for himsclf and his neishtours,
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This attitude of mind must start in the schoolse, Your signature
is found in how ‘you use the classroom and schoolfield, cspecially the
state in which you leave, themsy A dirty classroom and a littered
schoolfield, for example, reflect careless students and irresponsible
playerse. & dirty toilet stinks of o dirty users The state of the
school “toilets is a good measure of the social responsibility of our
studeniss

If we have uncaring and careless students, we should not be
surpriged if later we have broken=down lifts in HDB estates, filthy
cerridors and staircases and dirty toilets in shopping centrese  One

usually grews to be an older version of what one was while young;
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