’iI‘M r"*u..wa ,
uaech by kr. ‘o C"xenl C‘loon, Parliamentary Secret
(Fretional .lﬂve-lowmen.;‘ on t.c oocasinn of'the 29th |
sdpniversary of the Ho ‘C‘an Asoocziation and the 17th
fnmiverzary of their Hytual Benefit Association
_oen 268k Dotober, 1974 at 8,00 pom.

ves me g‘réat plecsure to address you on this
294k Anniversary yﬁ our jic Clan Associa‘iou.v
Qla.n‘ .sgociations have a ’lonb and 11;uutr10us histor,{ 1n our

Reg:-.;hlie. In :Lhe c¢arly. colonial du;prs, ‘¢lan associations were fonned to
rotest iu;d lopk aftor the welfire b& their members and they h;we all played

'-m i .zpcrta.nt p?.rt 14 helping _.m.u.gr'n.rt.s ad just to a new and alzon enviroment.

Thropsk tic yeavrs, thiere 1s little change in the a.cn\n.nes of
oot slan asse riations which have bben rectricved omong the..r m-m clan

memberc, Thisiis understandable whpn Jingapore was largely an m,..ugrmt
soceicty, and peovle came here uot to settle down but ‘oimply to mqfko monéy. .

In tljae present era, howcvpr, the situation is cntirely d1fferen1:.
“Singapore ias ofr home and we all t.aye & permanent sta.e m the woll—bemg
of our c!ﬁmtry Clan associations ‘mst thorufore keep up with t.l,u ochanging
“fimes. Thoy ¢ !uould widen their L.cope of activitics to enoommsr tha
.intcrcst wot oRiy of their clan mempers but a2lso that of the coun:try &as

a whole Tor thé Senefit of ail citigens.

i

One gf the oys by shich cL.u associations can mobilisc their
rézorrces Tor ’1“:10 tcod of society m to cducate their members on hatioaal
;:olyic;\r' anG wed them to make positi\'rc contributions. Rece::tA nation-wWide
c:a-m:aaigns such ks the “Feep Singaporc Crime rioc® and ’K«,O‘s ux':mpore

: Accidont Proo® ‘uunnaifmn are pz'nnm‘ily eined nt making life sefer and

i

"hmﬁ*pm_r for uagh and everyﬁm of uai ' i
' A

Clan juscociations have tho advantage of a c,.o:;ely-knﬂ: namb-..rah:.p._
Thay can ir‘.v.lco: plocy an invaluable rolc in moulding the ri;ht ut‘&tudes and
values among t!*cir members. Such an ceffort should not e left tw the
goverpuent, ta i community contres or; tic citizen's consultative cbnnuttees
: alonc.’l It ecngerns the nation os &llwnolu. and cach one of us cun,nuth a

iittle effort u}‘ our nart, set a goed examplc for others to emulate.,
s : i

in L;t next few yczrs, lif!é will we | etting more a.nd mo*e d1ff1cult
at iaflation ti

fual and other gcr;::cnt:.ul commoditica. e nave no cho1ce but to geo.:*"
- :qprcol‘vcs to .m,i:-'t. tihe hard timeu ahqm. tic must think ~1ot iml,{ m term

of vursuives b"; ~loo of tho countrv' w@owell, for it is enly when ‘our

inues unabated and th world fuces ¢ hort‘;ge of fOOd 'md

country is progperous zad puaccful da..x wo have o bettor’liife for ;‘

. ourssives and ohr childron. oo
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' (lay ascociations nocd to expand their traditional &ctiﬁ,vitiés_
g . L . . s |
oF coad: ¥ o 11 for theinturest o jtheir menbera and»‘part:.clpatc b

‘ :xctiv»:ly inonaftional camnaigns wluqh ore of benefit to all soctors of

Ehe 159'_:u1r,tion. fhe, chu.ngc. i n\.cqssury and u:.ll be tlmcl,/ too 1f‘ the

Cian swsogintiuas aro not to comq unacuronwm in a nirodarn setting,




