SINGAYORB GOVERHNMENT ¥ i80S STATINENT KCc/SEP/40/74 (EDUN)
Embargoed till after delivery 7 P4 aYye

Please check agaiast delivery

SPEECH BY MR A. M. MATTAR, PARLIAMENTARY
SECRITARY (EDUCATIONY AT THE FOU/RTH ANNUAL
SPEECH AXD PRIZE-GIVING DAY CF UPPER
SERANGOCN TECHNICAL SCHOCL, (N SATURDAY
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lir Chairman,

Principal, Staff & Students of
Upper Serangoon Secondary Technical School,

Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I first express my thanks to the Prineipal and
Staff of Upper Scrangoon Secondary Technical School for having
80 kindly invitcd my wife and me to the Fourth Annual Speech and
?fize-—giving Day of the School and 2iso for giving me the
opportunity to specak on this happy occcasion.

2 It is uindeed gratifying to note from the records

and also from ycur Prinecipal's Roport that Upper Serangoon
Sccondary Tochnical Schoel, since ites incoption a fow yoars ago,
ar ' pioneers in tochnical education for the Malay-medium students,
his chaiked up on impressive record of achicvomonts in many fields
of pupil ondeavour. A significant fact worthy of mention is that,
over cverything c¢lse, the school has consistently maintained n
high percontege of passes in the School Certificate examination
wttaining in 1972 up to 72.9% as egeinst the National percentage
of passcs of 44.8! for that ycz\.r.. It scems to me that this
improvement fairly well reflcects the goeneral pattern of improve-
ment discernible at all levels of education amongst Malsy students
in our schools. Pecrhaps 2 fow statistical details would be of

inlcrest to highlight cortain aospocts of this encouraging trend.
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3 k% the lowest leve, thot is, in the PSLE, the
nercentagn of pagses in the Malay sircem roseo from 45.3% in 1965
te 53.7% in 1969; ond in 1973, despite the fact that tho Malay-—
medsum pupils hnd to tako, for thc first time, Mothematics snd

Scicnce in English, a very encouraging figure of 60% was achieved.

4 4t Schoel Certificate level, from the humble
boginning of 19.5% passvin 1963 with the successful students
rumbering 41, tie vurcontage of pass leapt to 42.4% in 1967

with the number c¢f successful students totalling 353. The highost
rercentage pose was ettainod last ycar, that is 47% and tho total
number of successful students (theso gotting 3 cr more '0' level
pasmcc) also rceched an unpreccdented figure of 931, Quality-wise,
the 1973 results also showed a merkod increasc in the number of
students obtaining more than 3 '0' level passes (or 3 Credits)

a8 compearcd to previous ycers.

5 In the HSC cxeminaticn, admittedly much still romeins
to be accomplished in the Malay strcam os the first Malay Pre-U
clesses were started only in 1965. Nevertheless, the 1973 HSC
rosults showed a medest improvement cver thece of 1972 in that

50 obtained a full cortificate in 1973 out of a cendidature of
197; whilc 27 obtnined o full certificate in 1372 cut cf a
cendidaturc of 95, Although the exact statistical figures are

net immediately aveilable, theore is cvery rceason to bolieve that
therc has been a corresponding increzse in the number of Malay
students in the English stream passing in beth SC and HSC

exarminctionse

t In tho ficld of tochnical cducntion, it is a
cemmendable fact that more and more Malay students arc finding
places in the Vocatisonal Tnstitutes, the Singapore Technical
Institute and the Ngee Ann Technical Collesc. What is moot
acartening is the inersasc in onrolment of Malay © tudonts, taking
vnricus tochnician courses, at the Singepore Pclytcchniq. From
23 students in 1970, the number Jumped to 97 in 1973. At the

rocent graduation ceremcny cf tho Singapore Polytcchnic, & batch




* of 35 Malay students received awards of ccritificetes in various
courses rangang frem Technicien Civil Engincering to Technician

Mechaniaal Draughtemarship ccurses.

7 Their succos: bruly cxemplificd the now spirit which,
T am pleased To coe, is Lecoming incrceasingly moro apparent amongst
3tadents o1 tho prosent gencration - thc spirit tc eccept challenges
=3 the spirit to persevere with single-minded determination in
the =3¢ of all cdls. If this spirit is oseential for you to
swrmount all c¢bstecles in the pursuit of your étudies at this
juncture of ycur scholastic carecr, it will undcubtedly be cven
. nore 80 in the future. I wculd thorefere like to teko this

' opportunity te urge you, ot wmhatover clasc and in whatever stream
you are studying now, to ¢ imbibed with this spirit and preceed
with the task ¢f equipping yourselves with knowledge, skills and
oxpertise tc ensure a better and brighicvr future for yourselves.
By sc deing, nct only would you derive persconal benefit, but you
wculc 2lso be making ycursclvee into uscful and effective digits

in your community.

8 To conclude, may I add thot cleerly the School reccrd
of achicvements would nct have becn possible without the drive,
covoti n ¢ duty and dedicatior of the Principal and Staff of the
Scheel ond mombers of the Schocl idvisory Committees To overy

single one of them, I wish tc extend ny congratulaticons for the

scod work that has becn “one.




