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In the earlier stagevbiological 3tudy was concarned witn
the collection, identification and osta’lishment of genera and species
of plants ard animals in ‘heir raspective_natural orders and families.
ience morphological and anatomizal ~itudies redominated at that

time.

2 #rocendove strides have since beon made in biology in the
r2zent one hundred years -r ov iurough the momentous findings of
Darwin and Thuxiey winich established the evolutionary principle of
bioloygy; the practical bioiogical experiments of Mendel which . i
provided whe bvusis of modern geneticss aﬁd the work of Jatsdgzzncr1°k
TX4 which zave ug an insight ints the mystery of the Fundamental
i . # -
rrocesces of life iteslf. «ish ihe tools ol modern séience more
milestones will no doubt be sat up in the road of progreas.
3 Yiile we‘are rleasad with thesc achicvements in biology,

for many of us in Asin we neood tc he practical in our approacn to

the study and tuaching of biolegy. It would co us well to pay

particular atteation to the application of biologica} knowledge

to the solution of some of the probiens confronting us today. The
rolz of biology in the contox! of our prosaznt day society is an
important one whather it concerns food preduction and population
explosion, or the muintenance of an ecologicsl balanée in the
procuess of urbanisatiun and other land usage, or the control

and e;imination of environmental pollution.

4 In Asia where the vest majority of the people live and
work in rural areas, :zgricul ture and animal busbandry form ths

basis of their economy. Practicai biological knowledge would be
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of assistance to them. Their economic development could be speeded

gtandard of living ¢nioyed if population growth is-limited at the
same timo. It is here where teachers of biology should bear in

mind the vital question of population planning and food production.
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5 . Tlora and fauna of’ the world vary from placs to place
and in consequence the biological problems taat are of importance
in one area ney well be of no significant consequence in another.
As biology in cortain respuct is a regional science, the teaching
of biology needs therefor: to have a relevance to the place where
it ia taught. While keeping abreast of advan;ement in biology
_and adopting mod;:n nethods of teaching, the teachers should also
ve conscicus of tacir cnvironmental consfraint and adapt and
innovata in their tesching so that their studefits can appreciate
the indigenous biologigal probloms of their countricus and perhaps

helpy to solve them.

[ Apart from having a curriculun reélocting the regional
aspecr of biolcgy it is'importunt to have teachers with flair and
imzgin.tion, vigour and cnthusiasm, who are atle to make the subject
of biolégy interesting agzinst the background of the students'

living environment.

7 We are honoured tc play host to this distinguished gathering
of biclegists from various countries. 1 hope your Conference will
successfully dddress jtself to the betterment of biology education
in tac scrvice of your fellownen. And may your discussions cof
common problems and ihe c¢xchange of experiencc bring about closer
regionsl co-operation in the digsemination of knowledge in biology

sducetion. I oxtend to 211 of you a very warm wclcome and wish

you a2 pieasunt stay in Sinsapore. I now have great pleasure in
.

it

éeclaring theo Conference cpoeb.
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