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As our GNP goes up, and as employment, wages and
salaries also gé up, people will seek more ways for relaxation and
enjoyment of leisure. We in Singapore have worked very hard in the

last few years and we deserve to enjoy the fruits of our labour. . u

The Government had foreseen this need and several plans
worked out years ago are now showing results. For instancé, the
Fational Stadium is nearly complected, Mount Faber and Changi beach
haye been improved, Sentosa is under debelopment with a lagoon, a
golf coursevand an overhead oable car system under oénstruotion.
Today at Ju}ong, we see the inauguration of a major project begun
years ago - the Jepanesc Garden. It will provide many hours of
pleasant relaxation to Singaporeans and theirvfamilies; it will

aleo serve .2s @ notable tourist attraction.

While arenities such as this Garden ond others which I L
mentioned are important and necessary, we must not at the same time
overlook the naed for artistic devolopment in the Republic. I am

afraid this aspeot of our life has boen sadly neglected in the past.

It is true we have a thriving school of artists, some
of whom have established intermational reputationst But - the wa& up
, .
is hard, and for the few who make their way to the top, large

numbars fall by the weyside.

In this connection, some years back, a group of
enthusiasts began 2 public subscription to establish an art gallery.
This is a verf worthwhile project; I hope it has not died 2

hafpral death.




Take enothor sphere of artxstlc endeavour - mueio.

It strikee me as something of a wminor scandal that olngapora does
not have a symphouy orchastra. Let us compare ourselves with others.
Take the British, who are by no means tho most musical of the
Buropean netions. Liverpool is a major sea-port likeﬁSingapore,
though with less thaﬁ one-third of our population. Like Singapore,
it is not notad as a centre of artistic or cultural excellehce.

Yet tho leerpool Royal Philharmonioc Orchestra hes achieved world

rencwn.

Even 2 holiday resorti like Bournemouth, with 8
population of 150,000, has a gymphony orchestra. The city of Bath,
herdly more than a large village of 50, 000 souls, has a woll- knowu

orchestra -~ the Bath Festival Orchestra.

I trust something will soon be done to establish &
symphony orchestra in Singaporé. Perhaps we can 4o it in two stages,
starting with a chamber onsemblce, expanding oventually to a full
size symphony orchestra. But it is importent. that the members are
full-time professionals. It costs monoy to maintein an oréheétra -

- the laboufer is worthy of his hire and this applies to musicians

no less than to others, that is to say, good musicians.

Now,some of you may ask,"Am I being snobbish and snooty?
Is this idea just = matter of keeping up with the Jorsses?" 1

assure you that this is not so.

0f cuurse, somo devotoos of .classicel music tend to

adopt superior a2irs. Thisz is a mistake. They are not superiors;

' A



they are just lucky. ILucky in the sense thet they hava one source
»f enjoyment and dolight unknown to their less fortunate - low=browed

brethren,

Apart from this, a tasta for the arfb ~.be it musio,
painting, drama, literature - makes for a oultivated and rounded

personality.

This is déairable as an end in itself. ﬁut it is not
without economic value. Take, for inetance, the eolf-made
millionaire, wiuin & keen nose and even keenel appotite for monay
as weli B3 unlimited energy end unswerving purpose. They are the
principai engines of our economic growth, and we are fortunate: we

have sufficiont numbers of them.

-

Yot if one oxamines them closely, & serious defect
becomes apparent. They oannot be considerud rounded or cultivated
men. One major eoconomic ccnsequence of this is thet they do not \

usuelly know how to bring up their children properly.

So we sec numerous instances of the squandering of
femily fortunes by wrongly brought up childraen. Beipg generally
cruds and uncouth. types, these dissipate their family cstate
through foolish extravagance. The prinoipal sourca of their ruin
can be traced to two clemonts ~ to quote the former worldly-wise
Prime Minister ¢f Naleysia, Tunku Abdul Rehman, thay are fast

wcmen and slow horses.

Let us not consider tho subject of music as a trifling

matter, of no itipurt in the affairs of state. The anqibqts know
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‘better. Bdth Plato and Confucius correctly recognised the crucial
role which music as an instrument of state polioy could play in
producing the desirable type of citizen. Neglect in Singapore on

this subjeqt has given rise to serious problems.

I refer to the widespreed popularity of the barbarous
form of music producad by the steel guitar linked to a ear shatterihg

system of sound amplification. Voice eccompaniment takes the form

of. inane tasteless wailing. It is barbarous misic of this kind

thet is mainly responsible for attracting the mindlesé youag of
Singapore to the cult of permisgivenesg of thavwestern world. It is
hardly a coincidence that the problem ¢f drug addiction has become
goricus where }erformars and sudience foregather. I trust the

Ministry of Homo Affairs will take stern action ageinst this menace.

The Japanese Gardon, which is ncw open to thq public
at & modest fee, is unique in that it combines an art form of some
rofinement with popular appeel. I am not an expert in gardens,
Jgpanese Sr eny other kind, and I would refrain frcm commenting on
ité featuree. But aven the uninitiated can s€e how beautiful it
lcoke and cen derive pleasurs from it. This is sufficient
j&stificaéion~fo; the project.

Professor Kinsaku Nakane, whe designed tﬁe darden,
desarves our heartiést congratulations cn the care and effort which'

.he hes devoted to the Garden. Many Japancse companias,-as well as the

Japﬁneee Governmont, have made valuable contributions to thia project,
“"and to them our thanks. This Garden will be an added amenity of

yalue for both our citizens and visitors from abroad.

I have much plessure in declaring this Garden oOpen.




