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The laet time I addressed a gathering of the Cheé ﬁhng
(Chua Si) Association was when I officiated at the Offioial Opening e
of the Association's premises hercein Amber Road. That was on the -
1st of Jamuary, 1969. At that time we were faced with the problems
of the accelerated British troop withdmawal. We had to quiokly
‘ ‘ ! build up our own defence forces with national service as well as

solve the resulting. unemployment problem.

" Nearly 4 years have passed and we can safely say now that
we have successfully solved these probleme which at that time
appeared quite insurmountable. For this year 1972 we can expect
our rgte of economic growth to be as high as that of last year.
Our own defence capability has now reached a level whieh 15 in
tz;e'ppsition to make no small eontribution to any defenﬁe
arrangement. All this -do give us cause for celebrations. It
therefore gives me much pleasure to be with you tonight to

celebrate our Association's 42nd Anniversary.

The challenges that face us now are quite different. Our
rapid .econqmic development and the moderniseing prolceels hax;a
brought in their trein new problems. Together witk the modern
technologies of the West ha.vé also come some undesirable influences

and life attitndes from the West.

(] _ On the social plane, there is a trend on the part of' scme
| of our youthe to imitate the perwissive life styles of the West
resulting in a grewing Awig end "long-haiv" protlem. With the
breakup of the family unit filial bondns have weakened. We now
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face tha increasing problem of the care of the aged because theiwx
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children have disclaimed responsibility to care for them.

On the economic le;el we can see that some of our young
people are beginning to adopt the consumption orientated attitudes
_ of the‘West. They spend whatever they earn and do not nave; This
is indeed a far cry from the attitude of cur fore-fathers who btuilt
Singapore into what it is to-day by sheer thrift and bhard work.
Horsev;tillkshere are some who spend more than they earn as many
do in Western countries by way of hire purchase and credit cards.
It is obvious that if these life styles are allowed to become
widespread in Singapore, the result‘will be certain disaster. As
a young nation with a develcping economy we cannot afford such
pernicious influences to distract us from our goal of tuilding a

strohg and viable nation.

As a counter-measure to this tendency towards a oonsumption
orientated osonom& the Covernment has been increasing C.P.F.
contributions with every wage rise. This is not only to ensure that
cur workers will have savings so that they can own their own flats

put also to minimise inflation.

However, Singapcre being what it is, it is not possible to
isclate ;t from outside influences: The only way is to imminise
cur populstion frcm any deleteriocus influence coming from outside.
To succeed in sc doing we must at 2all cost preserve our cultural
ballast. Every Singaporean of whatever race must be deeply rooted
in his ewn cultural tredition. ﬁhatever new technologies, scientific
kncwledge and worthwhile values we learn and addpt‘from the West

we must never forget onr ocwn cnlinval jdentity and heritage.

The clan organisation in one of the old inatitutions which

we inhawvit tirvm ent fore-rathers. It was & most useful institation
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when our fore-fathers were immigwent setilers in this pert of the
world. In those early days when there was very little law and
order mutual helpAand protecticnlamongst clansmen was mnst
essential and clan loyalties were very strong. Circumstanoces have -
now changed. There is thereforé a need to re~orientate the work
of the clan organisation to cater for present-day needs. Our clan
organisation can now do & must useful service in the field of
putual aid whereby the members can do their bit to help the needy,
‘ the aged and the sick, not only cmongst fellow clansmen but alse»
tc those who need such help outside. Thus our cultural g?ritage

i8 not only being preserved but is also put to good uge in our

presrent-day scciety.

Finally, I would like to dhank you for inviting me and my

fellow Membaxs of ParliAament as guests of honour to this dinner.

May I aleo wish you all success and prosperity in the ocoming ysar.
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