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Let ne thank you instant].y for your irvitation to this
ovcm.ng'a !‘u:wt:.qn. 1 ocnsidcr muelf priviloged in being asked to
. address this gathenmg and presen.t tha anards to four outatanding
. vs-i;.ggporeans. "I!%gy mfgpot, 1 an smrg. t:.eg only young;t:ut»ef.va.:‘xfhng ;
Sing;.poroana. Suffice it to say that cven in these matters lof high
mtgnt, vory mun%a.ne ggng%dgrgtiqx!s lijkg the cost of swards have a
| ‘,,pti.r:ling affeot. _ - ey
‘Ihe obaeot of ’ch:.s presentatxon :.s la.u.dable. It seeks
the involvg_:_nez_tt gf 'f_;he young in ,cqmumt:{ gervico ~ something which
dogs qq?.‘gasj,ly_geppgn. ?hes_q .dz.x{s_. 'I\gt}ay, the young have ocngidorable
oj:portur,ity and means to fashion more exciting happenings for
themaolxsq, 5 }‘ut the reason. uhy our y?ung, or for that matter,
. onuel\rqg, qre ngt inclined towards commnity service as much as
" we ;‘uhnuld,(,.;.:n;: perhers found in the way wo devolopod as a people.
o . i-argg%q devglopj.ng from an imm:.grant community of paopl-gg_
who had, forgakozg 2 etez:ilg cxvi:siﬂzonce" for a lifo of opportunit;; and‘
enterpriso hers in Singapore, our society today reflects through tﬁe
charaoter gi‘ som? 'of ug, a gtrga.k of unszidled aelf—intero.stad:neaé.‘
i While some may, efgue tha‘s this human inclina.tion had accounted for
”rpi-o"&z-'oes -80d evcn oivilisation, I believe that it holds no such
pmmzao fpr us h?ro in Singaporo. . :L'( ) ' »
Under oolom.a.l rule, wo da.d not devclop as a society a8 suche

In the davelopment of a sooiet,y, among othor assumptions, thare 15 the

veee/2




mﬁion Jﬂmt it is do-iuble to provote the collective inta'uh
j of the saciety firgt. This is personally accopted by the mambers

. ooupod.ng tho society and it sorves as a principle of ‘individual

.,.aatiou But thr;onghout thg yoars undor colonial rule we were
S hY

encouragod to davolop as distinot recial communitios and our iswigrant
-character of ’ael‘f-intereatédneu 4a8 allowed rampant exprossion ae
" long as it sarved the dosigns of the colonial rulers, I think that
- whatever was achiaved by the way of socioty-building in tho ocolonial ‘
‘ox_-a. wee uchicvcd ‘through priveto w@iaaﬁionu which oncouraged ‘
comaunity sorvide.
fThe duost of tho individual in our sooicty today for
a poacoful, suffioiont and heppy lifo is oconductod within the highly
organisod and co-ordinatod politiocal, economic and social apparatus
in tho Stato, whiok are @goared towards providing the poopic with the
common dsod. 'l'ﬁia is tho sane way to the good lifg for us oollootively.
The quost will bo frictionloss and rewarding if wo have loarnt through
offort and oxperioncc to contain tho vigour of our sclf-intorcstednoss
' for the intorosts of s_ooiéty a6 & wholo. If our country is to contimuc
, to prospor in peace and harmony, I think it is important we acquire
in largo measuro and in as short a timc as possiblo the awarenoss that
. our roal long t§m intoreats lic in tho acquisitions of sooicty rather
) . than in’ our individual aowiﬁitiona 2lonoe.
‘Phe morit of this ovening's awards is that they encourago
our young to subordinato thoir aolf—intercsjtodnoas to tho intcraests of
' tho commnity through service in its bohalf. This is tho proparation
for that basic aseumption of a soclety whioh I had carlicr mentioned.
I cartainly hopo that this projoot by tho Junior Chambor
- of Commerca succoods ac it mokos a positive contribution to nation

building and I ‘congratulate thom for tho novcl idoa.
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It leeves me t\congratulate the first winners of the
'~ontut§nding young Singaporcan awards and porhaps to point'out to thom
) 'that'ths'ir worth has not been the cxtent of" community sorvice which

. individually
., omoh of thom hes performed/but the extent of intorest in community




