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SPEECE BY MR. HON SUI SES, MLVISTER FOR FINANCE,
AT THE 67TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE PINEAPPLB
INDUSTRY MARKETING CORPORATION ON 7TH JULY,

1972 AT 8,15 PuMe AT GOODWOOD ASCOT ROOH

It gives me great pleasurs to be here tonight on the cocasion
of the 6th ‘Anniversary Dinner of the Pineapple Industry Marketing
Corporation established by regulations of the Malayan Pineapple
Ipdustry Board.,

. The oxistenco of the Corporation and 9f ﬂib Nalayan Pineaprle
Industry Board, better known perhaps as the Pineapple Board, is a

fine example of co-cperation between Singapore and Malaysia.

The pineapple :induafry has been one of the early pioneers in
the industrialisation processes of both territories. Set up by tho
two Governments of Singapore and the then Federation of Malaya, with
a Chairman appointed jointly by the two Governments and with other
representatives representing the Govarnments, the Pincapple Board

has sinco its inception in 1957, oarricd out ita functions most

commondably, Undor its guidance, the Malayan pineapplc has beon

able to meko an improssive mark in tho world's major pincapplo

oonsuming countriocs in spito of fioroo oompotition from othor

pineapplo~producing ocountrios, Today, tho Pinoepplo is still tho

foremost indigenous fruit which 1is oannod locally and cxported,

Somo £45~50 million worth of ‘cn.nnod pincapples are being oxported

annually to moro than 17 countrics from both Singoporc and Malaysige.

The Pincapplae Board and its agoncy, tho Corporation,havo boon

instrumental in strongthoning nnd oxpanding the traditional

sversoas pinoapple markets such as the United Kingdom, U.S.A.

and Gormanys At tho samo time, thoy szo asaiduoualy applied

themselvos to tho search for now foroign markots.
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The Malayan pineapple industry, however, faces two gerious -
problems today. One is the very keen and well organigsed international
competition whioh it must expeot after Britain's entry into the
m@amﬂcgm& Britain is now the biggest buyer of Malayan cannod
plneapples, and the loss of Commonwoealth proforance on U.K. tariffs
for import of pineapples would render tho NMalayan fruit laess
compgtitive. The obvious remedy to this situntion is to meook
rreforontial troatmont also in the Common Markot and a beginning has
been made through SCCAN (or the Speoial Cordinating Committee ofb .
ASEAN Nations) for negotiations on trade with the Buropean Economio
Commission. Bilateral nogotiations with tho ERC by Malaysia and
Singepore respectively are also possible. It would, however, be
unrealistic to expeot quiok results from those approachos, and it

is thorefore not unlikely that the pineapple industry must brace
itsolf for a short poried at loest of vory stiff compotition., It

is thercfore vital for the industry to strive for greator officienoy
and productivity in pinoapple growing, processing and maxkc;ting 80
that & high-quality product rosults which can still be profitadbly

sold at, if nocossary, botter than competitive world pricos.

Towards this end, also, there should be a higher degres of
mechanisation, standardization and quality control, of research to
produce better quality fruit, higher yielding = and possibly régular
fruiting varicties, so that cannories can have abundant supplics at
regular times to keep thoir‘ machines running at optimum capacity

and at tho lowest oosts As for markoting, whilo there is po doubt
that as e rosult of the Board and tho Corporation's afforts a real
demand for Malayan pineapplc oversoas has boen built up with its

fine roputation for quality, tho industry should rudouble efforts
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to improve on the quality and marketing of the product if it does

not wish to fade out slowly from the internatioral. soene-

The other problem the industry faces ic perhaps less urgent
but nonetheless important from a social view-point. The pinocapple
canning industry causes somc land and water pollution. The fruit
residues have ofton in the past boon dischargod into rivers and
stroams or dopositeod in open spacos, To achiove a cloan and
healthy onvironment zround us there is clearly a nced to work out

. economic end yot effactiva maans of disposal, or bottor etill, the
profitable utilisation of pineapplc waste in alcoheol extraction or
other industrial processes which could thus contribute to lowering

the cost of the oanned pineapple to be marketed,

The problemes I have mentionod will have their impact upon
thoe operations of the Pinecapple Industry Marketing Corporation,
Lot ma, theorcfore, whiloc joining them in their Anniversary Dinnor

1o colobrate the fruits of thoir past labours, wish them groator

sucoess in thoir onorous tasks in the current and futuro yoars.




